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Braiding Community:
The Greenwich Challah Bake

Women’s Philanthropy 
Fall Brunch     

A NEW VISION OF WINE, WOMEN AND SONG

SEPTEMBER 19 | 7 PM
Carmel Academy, 270 Lake Avenue, Greenwich   
$36 per person, $54 Sponsor, $180 Chai Sponsor (includes 3 
tickets), $300 Mega Sponsor (table of 10)

Let’s gather as many women as possible for a spirited 
community challah bake! Invite your mother, sister, friends and 
Bat Mitzvah-age daughters to roll up their sleeves and prepare 
challah dough for Shabbat. Wine tasting, music and an inspiring 
challah maven who will present her secrets to success.    
Let’s bake history together!

Community Partners: 

NOVEMBER 6 | 9:30 AM
The Milbrook Club, 61 Woodside Drive, Greenwich 
$118 couvert; $180 to sponsor  

Join us for an inspirational morning with three 
women who have enhanced our community with 
their vision, action and thoughtful leadership. Help 
us to celebrate their accomplishments and service 
while enjoying a festive brunch with friends.

This is our annual fundraising event for families 
who make a gift of $500 or more to the UJA-JCC 
Greenwich campaign –- a gift that keeps on giving 
strength to the Jewish community -- presented by 
UJA-JCC Women’s Philanthropy.

Event Chairs:        
Marissa Cohen, Sheila Neilinger and Michele Stuart

HONOREE
Silvina Knoll

COMMUNITY 
BUILDERS
Wendy Schreiber
Jessica Rickert

SAVE THE DATE
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Women’s Philanthropy 
Fall Brunch     Modern Loss

     with author Rebecca Soffer 

Forgiveness Project
For You 
& Your 
Mom

NOVEMBER 19 | 9:30 – 11:45 AM
One Holly Hill Lane | $18 per person

Emmy-award-winning filmmaker, speaker and coach, 
Gayle Kirschenbaum helps you discover forgiveness 
and self-healing in this immersive, hands-on workshop 
that lets you become the hero, not the victim, of your 
story. Following a screening of Gayle’s film Look at Us 
Now, Mother! which charts the transformation of her 
relationship with her mother from turbulence to love 
and friendship through understanding, acceptance 
and forgiveness, Gayle will help guide your own 
process of turning negatives into positives and anger 
into compassion. Learn her 7 Steps to Restoring 
Relationships That Matter and experience freedom and 
power like never before.

Co-Sponsored with:

DECEMBER 12 | 10 AM
YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Avenue, Greenwich   
 $20 in advance, $25 at the door    
(includes a copy of the book)

Join Modern Loss cofounder (and coauthor of the new 
book Modern Loss: Candid Conversation About Grief. 
Beginners Welcome.) Rebecca Soffer for a morning of 
no-holds-barred conversation about death and loss -- the 
bad, the good, the ugly and even the hilarious. Bring 
your insights, your experiences and, of course, your 
questions. Book signing to follow.

Co-Sponsored with:
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SEPTEMBER 26 | 10 AM  
Private home | $18 per person 

Enjoy a morning with friends and meet author, parent and eternal optimist Natalie 
Silverstein.  Natalie will share expert advice on integrating volunteerism into your 
jam-packed schedule, choosing service options that are right for your family, talking 
to children about inequality and suffering and creating kitchen table kindness 
projects.

Ms. Silverstein is a contributor to parenting blogs including Grown and Flown and 
Mommy Poppins and holds a Master’s Degree in Public Health from Yale University.

Sponsored and hosted by Rebecca & Darren Anikstein
Presented by UJA-JCC Women’s Philanthropy Emerging Leaders and Philanthropists 
for families who make a gift of $250 or more to the 2019 UJA-JCC Greenwich Campaign. 
Thank you for your support!

Emerging Leaders & Philanthropists
Meet Natalie Silverstein
Volunteer Coordinator for Doing Good Together, NYC

Living Room Learning 
with Rabbi Joui Hessel & Friends

OCTOBER 11 | 9:30 AM | Private home Sukkah | Free, reservations required*
MEET THE USHPIZIN! 
Traditional Sukkot customs include welcoming the stranger, the poor and seven 
patriarchs to join us in the Sukkah. In this session we’ll invite the matriarchs -- Sarah, 
Rachel, Rebecca, Leah -- to gain inspiration from these and other heroic women, 
ancient or modern, who have lived exemplary lives. Bring your ushpizin list to 
share!  Rabbi Hessel is a Vice President of UJA-JCC Women’s Philanthropy and an 
Executive Board member of Greenwich United Way. She was formerly the Rabbi at 
Washington Hebrew Congregation in Washington D.C.

NOVEMBER 8 | 9:30 AM | Private home | Free, reservations required*
ARE THEY COMING? A CONVERSATION ABOUT FAMILIES 
AND HOLIDAYS
Even the closest of families experience undercurrents of misunderstanding, hurt 
feelings or downright disdain among family members. While holidays invoke joyful 
anticipation, they may also stir unspoken anxiety and conflict. Relationship expert 
and educator Dr. Betsy Stone will share how to survive and enjoy the holidays 
while Rabbi Joui teaches the Judaic perspective of family systems. Dr. Stone is a 
psychologist, author, adjunct instructor and Board member at Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion.  

*Seating is limited; reservations are first come, first served.



Exploring Exodus
Text Study with Pam Ehrenkranz

October 17, November 7, December 5
January 9, February 6, March 5 | 10 AM
One Holly Hill Lane | $150

A close look at Moses, from the burning bush to encounters with Pharaoh, 
and how he led the Jewish people from slavery to Sinai.

Emerging Leaders & Philanthropists
Meet Natalie Silverstein
Volunteer Coordinator for Doing Good Together, NYC
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In Good Faith: 
An Evening with Scott Shay

Book Talk: The Cloister

OCTOBER 17 | 7:30 PM

At a private home | $36 includes book and dessert

A special evening with author Scott Shay, co-founder and chairman of 
Signature Bank and a longstanding Jewish community activist.

Religion can be both inspiring and distressing. And many critiques of 
it are simultaneously compelling and dubious. Shay exa mines atheist 
arguments with a refreshing modern eye in this look at our most 
fundamental questions about faith and reason.  Join this important 
discussion on faith -- no matter what you believe.

Event Chairs: Sheila & Brian Neilinger

NOVEMBER 21 | 10 AM
YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Avenue, Greenwich | $15 per person  | The Cloister by James Carroll

Facilitated by Dr. June-Ann Greeley, professor of Theology at Sacred Heart University

Sometimes a book resonates and you want to discuss it -- but no one else has read it. Join 
other avid readers for three “community reads” beginning with The Cloister, a 20th-century 
drama braided together with a Medieval story.  Spanning centuries and continents, The 
Cloister is a compelling novel with main characters ahead of their time, questioning faith, 
identity and love against the backdrop of historical upheaval. 

Coming in 2020 Book Talk: Dinner at the Center of the Earth by Nathan Englander

   Co-Sponsored with: 



SEPTEMBER 5
Riding God’s Chariot Here on Earth
Bob Abrams
Demystify Ezekiel’s vision of angels and God’s chariot by looking at the 
Israelite camp in the wilderness.

SEPTEMBER 12
Anonymous Was a Female: 
The Unnamed Women of Jewish Literature
Dr. Liz Shayne
Throughout Tanach and the Talmud, Judaism was shaped by those whose 
names we don’t know, but whose impact we feel. Let’s meet four of them.

SEPTEMBER 18
The Accusation: 
Blood Libel in an American Town
Dr. Edward Berenson
Investigate America’s only alleged case of blood libel, and what it reveals 
about anti-Semitism here and in Europe.

SEPTEMBER 26
Artists and Poets Face Abraham’s Dilemmas
Lewis Warshauer
On Rosh Hashanah we read of the expulsion of Hagar and the binding of 
Isaac; let’s explore these events in word and picture.

OCTOBER 3
Positive Repentance
Rabbi Simha Berger
With Yom Kippur on the horizon, learn how to do Teshuva in a positive way.

Lunch & Learn
A weekly program, every Thursday from 12:30 - 1:30 pm at One Holly Hill Lane. 
The Lunch & Learn program is generously sponsored by Rita Edelston.
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NOVEMBER 21
Hasidic Insights into 
The Way of Man
Rabbi Daniel Gropper
We’ll mine Martin Buber’s The Way of Man  
According to Hasidic Teaching for the essential 
teachings of Hasidism and gain insights of how 
to better understand ourselves and our place in a 
spiritual world.

NOVEMBER 28
Thanksgiving, No Class

DECEMBER 5
Intuitive Ethics and Subversive 
Spirituality: An Exploration of 
Rabbinic Wisdom
Tanya Faber 
Deep dive into teachings of Sages to transform our 
daily interactions into sacred moments.  

DECEMBER 12
The Battle of Judaism v. Hellenism
Rabbi Yossi Deren
Why did the outnumbered Maccabees fight the 
Greeks? Is Hellenism so antithetical to Jewish values?

DECEMBER 19
Chanukah for Poets
Rabbi Greg Wall
The ubiquitous holiday as seen through a new light.

DECEMBER 26
Socialism or Capitalism?
Marty Flashner
What economic principles can we learn from the 
Hebrew Bible?

OCTOBER 10
The Wisdom of Rabbi Abraham 
Isaac Ha’Kohen Kook
Rabbi Moshe Edelman   
“Best of” Torah lessons from the teachings of the 
first Chief Rabbi of Palestine/Pre-State of Israel.

OCTOBER 17
Connecting with Compassion
Rabbi Sarah Reines
What does Judaism say about the divine potential 
within each of us?

OCTOBER 24
“Creation” in the Rabbis’ 
Perspective
Rabbi Eric Hoffman
Let’s take it from the beginning as we restart the 
annual cycle of Torah readings this week.

OCTOBER 31
Living Courageously
Rabbi Daniel Cohen
Explore stories and strategies for leading a heroic 
life and fortifying your character every day.

NOVEMBER 7
Nativism in 17th-Century 
America
Rabbi Oran Zweiter
How unwanted were the first Jews of New York?

NOVEMBER 14
When is Thanksgiving Day in 
Judaism?
Chaim Lauer
Achieving a Jewish understanding of gratitude. 

Register at ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818
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Ask Dr. Ruth
Nov 13 | 7 pm   
No fee; suggested 
donation $15   
Advanced registration 
required

Everyone knows 
Dr. Ruth, but how 
many are aware that 

Ruth Westheimer was a Holocaust survivor and 
kibbutznik before transforming the conversation 
around sexuality as America’s first celebrity sex 
therapist? As she just celebrated her 91st birthday 
and shows no signs of slowing down, Dr. Ruth 
revisits her past and unlikely path to a career at the 
forefront of the sexual revolution.

Ryan White / Documentary / USA / 100 min.

Standing Up
Q and A   
with filmmaker 
Jonathan Miller

Sept 25 | 7 pm | $15

An ultra-Orthodox 
Jew, a couch-surfing 
janitor and an Egyptian 

lawyer walk into a comedy club…and end up in a 
documentary. David Finklestein lives for standup but 
risks expulsion from his community with every show; 
Sara Parks quits work to chase her mic dreams and 
Raafat Toss is a lawyer who would toss everything to 
make it.  Each comic must decide how much they’ll 
sacrifice for a laugh. 

Jonathan Miller / Documentary / USA / 74 min.

Holy Lands
Oct 23 | 7 pm | $15

James Caan leads an 
all-star cast, including 
Rosanna Arquette, 
Tom Hollander, 
Jonathan Rhys 
Myers and Efrat Dor, 

as a retired American cardiologist who leaves 
everything behind to become a pig farmer in Israel.  
Adapting her critically acclaimed novel Les Terres 
Saintes, Amanda Sthers weaves a wry, moving tale 
of a dysfunctional family replete with an ex-wife, 
an alienated son and a perennial student daughter 
striving for reconciliation and acceptance.

Amanda Sthers / Drama / France / 100 min.

A Bag of 
Marbles
Dec 4 | 7 pm | $15

In German-occupied 
France, two young 
Jewish brothers 
flee Paris for the 
demilitarized “Free 

Zone,” figuring it’s their best chance of survival. 
Armed with little more than their own ingenuity 
and the occasional kindness of others, the 
boys make their precarious way South, battling 
extraordinary odds in hopes of one day reuniting 
with their family. Every step of suspense is earned 
in this award-winning adaptation of Joseph Joffo’s 
beloved memoir Un Sac de Billes.
Christian Duguay / Canada, Czech Republic, France  
Drama / 110 min.

Davis Film Festival
7 pm | Bow Tie Cinema, 2 Railroad Avenue, Greenwich        
$15 per film (unless noted), $110 for the season

Upcoming Viewings:            
January 22, February 12, March 18, April 21*, May 6, June 10      
*Special time and location details to come
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345 Community Kids
NEW PROGRAM FOR 3RD, 4TH AND 5TH GRADERS!
Thursdays | 4 – 5:15 pm | One Holly Hill Lane | $180 per child   
September 26, November 14, January 9, March 5, April 23

345 Community Kids is a unique program putting Jewish values into action with hands-
on projects, teamwork and community service. Bringing it all together at the final 
session, kids will have an opportunity to make presentations to parents, friends and 
community members about the lessons they learned. 

Community Kids experience will focus on:

GRATITUDE – Hakarat Hatov | Focusing on good things and paying it forward.

COMMUNITY – Kehillah | Create a community of connectedness, kindness and 
caring for the vulnerable.

RESPECT – Kavod | Treating others and self well. A true understanding of what it 
means to love another the way you should love yourself.

HONORING ELDERS – Dor L’ Dor | Connecting generations to link our history.

“A community 
is too heavy to 

carry alone” 
- Deuteronomy Rabbah

JTAC Teen Action Committee
One Holly Hill Lane | $136 per year includes all meetings and projects

Teen-led activities and community service projects for middle and high school students in grades 6-12. 
Sunday evening meetings include dinner, discussions and project planning.

For more info contact Cori SaNogueira, JTAC Advisor, cori@ujajcc.org

SEPTEMBER 22 | 5:30-7 PM
Opening Meeting | $12

DECEMBER 8
Community Service Project, Warm-Up to Giving | $12
We will meet in Greenwich, take the train to NYC and 
go to an apartment building run by the Met Council. 
Next, we will prepare warm-up packages (gift bags 
with gloves, hand warmers, a special treat and tea) and 
deliver them door to door. 
 

APRIL 26 
5:30-7 PM
Meeting | $12

MAY 3
Yom Ha’Atzmaut Volunteer 
Project | 10:30 AM | Town Hall

MAY 17 | 5:30-7 PM
End of year meeting  
& celebration | $25

JANUARY 5 
5:30-7 PM
Meeting | $12

MARCH 29
Community Service Project | $36

OCTOBER 27 | 5:30-7 PM
Meeting | $12

NOVEMBER 17
Thanksgiving cooking project | $30
196 Greyrock Place, Stamford

Meet at the Schoke JFS in Stamford 
to cook Thanksgiving items for the 
Food Pantry.
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Back Together Family Picnic

PJ Library Storytime

OCTOBER 6 | 3:30 - 5 PM
Bruce Park, Rose Garden Gazebo*    
Free - suggested donation $18 per family

Back from the summer, back to school and back to the 
future together! Connect with friends, welcome new 
families and share the excitement of the new season 
in the panoramic setting of Bruce Park’s Rose Garden 
Gazebo. Enjoy fun and games with your kids while 
catching up and making new friends.

     *Shine Only

THURSDAYS 3:45 – 4:30 PM     
Cos Cob Library, 5 Sinawoy Road, Cos Cob | Free

October 24, November 14, December 19 and January 16
Drop in for classic and interactive PJ Library stories, with talented 
special guest readers.  Meet new friends and enjoy songs, stories, 
movement and crafts. Storytime brings together families with young 
children around Jewish themes and traditions.  Best for ages 5 and 
under and siblings are always welcome!
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Picking for the Pantry
SEPTEMBER 15 | 3 - 5 PM
Silverman’s Farm, 451 Sport Hill Road, Easton, CT   
$36 per family

Live well, do good! Join us for a Sunday afternoon of fun while 
picking apples for local food pantries. Teach your children 
about the problem of hunger in America while being part of 
the solution.  Everyone will get to take some apples home, too! 

Event Chairs: Alona Altman and Romy Cohen



11

JBabies Hanukkah Party

Giving Thanks Tea Party

JBabies Greenwich
   Going Green

September 9 |  Binney Park 
October 7 |  Cos Cob Park
November 4 |  Glenville Park 

Nature or Nurture? Why not have both?! Join JBabies Chair Alexandra 
Saltis and meet new friends for fresh air and active play in Greenwich’s 
beautiful parks. Enrichment for babies, young toddlers and moms together.

Would you like to honor a loved one with a gift that keeps on giving? 
Consider supporting PJ Library of Greenwich’s mission to gift Jewish 
children’s books and programming to the community. Sponsor an event 
or subscriptions in honor of your loved one(s) and spread the joy. For more 
information please call the office (203) 552-1818 or email Tracy@ujajcc.org. 
Thank you!

MONDAYS | 10:30 AM
Rain* or Shine | Free
*if it rains, event will be held in private home

DECEMBER 9 | 10:30 - 11:30 AM

UJA-JCC Greenwich, One Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich | $18 per family

Bring your little Maccabees to celebrate the Festival of Lights at UJA-
JCC Greenwich with Holiday toys and music for babies.  Enjoy this early 
childhood Hanukkah experience with friends!

Chaired by Alexandra Saltis

NOVEMBER 17 | 3:30 PM
The Milbrook Club, 61 Woodside Drive, Greenwich         
$36 per adult, $25 per child, Sponsorship at $180 includes three guests

Celebrate the season of thanks with your child’s “special person.” Invite 
grandparents, a close relative or loved one to join your child for tea and 
treats while enjoying a classic PJ Library story (about special persons) 
and creating a memorable project together. This is an afternoon not to be 
missed!  Recommended to children ages 3 and up.

PJ Library Chair: Rebecca Cooper
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DECEMBER 5 | 7 PM
ANNUAL MEETING
YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Avenue, Greenwich

Save the Date for the UJA-JCC Greenwich Annual  
Meeting featuring award-winning cartoonist and author 
Bob Mankoff. He will examine the place of cartoons in 
the vibrant history of Jewish humor.

The event is free and open to donors of $18 or more in 
2019.  Dessert and coffee will be served.  Your RSVP is 
requested. 

Co-Sponsored with: Bob Mankoff is the 
Cartoon and Humor 
Editor for Esquire and  
was the former Cartoon 
Editor for the New Yorker

Have I Got a Cartoon for You! 
How We Went From People of the Book to People of the Joke


