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In recent years, hate directed against Jews and Israel has seen a sharp rise 
around the world. How can we fight antisemitism and anti-Zionism both on 
and off social media platforms? On Monday, November 14, award-winning 
actress and activist Noa Tishby will address these challenges in conversation 
with Bryanna Kallman.

A frequent keynoter and panelist at world forums, Tishby also appeared at 
the United Nations General Assembly, where she discussed the BDS movement 
and Israeli innovation. Last April, Israel’s Foreign Ministry tapped her to serve as 

Israel’s first Special Envoy for Combating Antisemitism 
and Delegitimization of Israel.

Tishby first became an Israeli household name as a 
model, singer and actress before moving to the U.S. She 
later added the credit of world-class producer when she 
sold the Israeli TV series B’Tipul and co-produced its 
Emmy- and Golden Globe-winning HBO adaptation 
In Treatment. The show is but one example of her 
creative and thought leadership in harnessing audiovisual 
storytelling as a tool of activism. Few rival her expertise 

in the strategy of defending Israel on the web. She 
has more than a quarter of a million followers on 
Instagram, where she posts passionate and factual 
videos about Israel in a way that the younger 
generation can absorb and share.

In 2021, she authored Israel: A Simple Guide to 
the Most Misunderstood Country on Earth to tell 
the story of Israel and Zionism and to debunk 
stubbornly entrenched myths. It quickly became 
an Amazon bestseller.

Guests are invited to gather at the Indian 
Harbor Yacht Club at 6:30 p.m. for cocktails 
before the main program at 7:30 p.m. Chaired by Abby and Guy Levy, Abby 
and Vitaly Vorobeychik, Lauren Yeager and Elliot Wagner, the evening pays 
tribute to Ellen and Gary Davis, Nancy and Bill Zisson, Christine and 
Jeff Toback, and the Weitzman, Erickson and Steinberg families for their 
extraordinary contributions to Ukraine crisis relief.

To RSVP, please register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818.

From Actress to Activist:
Special Envoy for Antisemitism and Delegitimization of Israel

UJA-JCC Greenwich Receives $50,000 Matching Grant
for Resettlement of Ukranian Refugees In and Around Our Community

Building on a long history of refugee resettle-
ment, Jewish Federations of North America are 
proud to announce the launch of a $1 million 
Ukrainian Resettlement Grant Initiative to 
support refugees seeking safety in the U.S.

As part of this initiative, Jewish Federations 
of North America is providing matching grants 
to local Jewish Federations to build capacity 
within social service organizations to support 
displaced Ukrainians. Locally, funds will help 
support JFS Greenwich’s establishment of 
volunteer circles, a resettlement model in 
which local agencies partner with volunteers 
to help a refugee or family get situated in 
their new community. The grant will also 
fund a caseworker to help with finding and 
furnishing housing, job searching, enrolling 

children in school, language help and assistance 
with paperwork and accessing benefits, as well as 
cash assistance and additional forms of support.

The first grants are allocated to ten agencies 
with matching funds provided by a group of 
philanthropists led by the Shapiro Foundation 
and the Combined Jewish Philanthropies, 
Boston’s Jewish Federation. The first six allo-
cations have already been awarded to Jewish 
Federation of Buffalo, Westchester Jewish 
Coalition for Immigration in partnership 
with UJA-Federation of New York, UJA-JCC 
Greenwich, Jewish Federation of Delaware, 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, and 
Greater Miami Jewish Federation, while the 
next four will be announced shortly. Jewish 
Federations of North America will continue to 
assess the evolving needs on the ground ahead 
of the next round of grant allocations, which is

  also expected to total half-a-million dollars.
Continued on page 5

Shanah Tovah
Wishing

You and Your Family

A Sweet and Good
New Year!
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The doorbell rang, the door swung open and out came a proud three-
year-old child with a beautiful bouquet of flowers. Greeting her was 
a crowd of women who couldn’t have been happier to see her. Remi, 
daughter of Jessica and Daniel Alterbaum, looked wide-eyed at the 
group with her mother and baby sister following close behind. While 
her mother guided her to the “woman who sends her books in the mail,” 
Remi eagerly handed the bouquet to Rita Edelston (the original funder 
of PJ Library in Greenwich) who graciously accepted. The scene was 
incredibly touching and unexpected as the assembled group was there to 
give Remi something special.

After a few words of introduction from Cori SaNogueira, PJ Library 
and Youth Experiences Director, and curious questioning, Remi was 
handed a wrapped gift. This gift wasn’t something that could be purchased 
on Greenwich Avenue: it was far more unique. Remi was the recipient 
of Greenwich’s 40,000th PJ Library book! Over the course of 14 years, 
more than 1,000 families raising Jewish children in Greenwich have been 
given the gift of PJ Library, totaling 40,000 books as of June.

Along for the celebration were two past PJ Library Chairs, Stephanie 
Norton and Rebecca Cooper. Armed with celebratory balloons, PJ 
Library swag, a challah roll, grape juice and pretend tea lights, the adults 
came prepared. Remi was ready for the visit. She brought out a selection 
of her favorite PJ Library books and even “read” one to the crowd! 
Delivering the milestone book to Remi was a delight for all involved.

If you know of a child ages 0-8 who would like to sign up for PJ Library, 
please go to pjlibrary.org to register. If you would like to ensure that the gift 
of PJ Library continues in Greenwich, please visit ujajcc.org to make your 
contribution.

The Gift of PJ Library –
40,000 Books and Going Strong!

Family Fun DayFamily Fun Day

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

November 20, 2022• PJ Family Event
January 31, 2023•Mom’s Night Out

February 5, 2023• Family Baking Event
March 29, 2023•Parent’s Night Out

April 23, 2023•Mom’s Workout
May 21, 2023•Spring Family Fun

July 13, 2023•Soirée 

Save the Date For 
Upcoming PJ Library Events

See more photos on page 22.
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Fri., Sept. 9 ........................ 6:57 pm
Fri., Sept. 16 ...................... 6:45 pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Fri., Sept. 23 ...................... 6:33 pm
1st night Rosh Hashanah 
Sept. 24 ............................. 6:32 pm
2nd night Rosh Hashanah 
Sept. 25 ............................. 6:28 pm
Fri., Sept. 30 ...................... 6:20 pm
Erev Yom Kippur 
Tues., Oct. 4 ...................... 6:15 pm
Yom Kippur, Weds., Oct. 5 .. 7:12 pm
Fri., Oct. 7 ........................ 6:08 pm
Erev Sukkot, Sun., Oct. 8 ... 6:10 pm
Fri. Oct. 14 ....................... 5:57 pm
Last night Sukkot 
Sun., Oct. 16 ..................... 5:56 pm
Shemini Atzeret 
Mon., Oct. 17 .................... 6:53 pm
Fri., Oct. 21 ...................... 5:49 pm
Fri., Oct. 28 ...................... 5:46 pm
Fri., Oct. 28 ...................... 5:37 pm
Fri., Nov. 4 ........................ 5:28 pm
Fri., Nov. 11 ...................... 4:21 pm

UJA-JCC Greenwich 
(203) 552-1818

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy 
Lower School (203) 329-2186 
High School (203) 357-0850

Chavurat Deevray Torah 
(203) 637-9478 or (203) 637-5877

Chabad Lubavitch of Greenwich 
Gan of Greenwich Preschool 

(203) 629-9059
Congregation Shir Ami 

(203) 900-7976
Greenwich Reform 

(203) 629-0018
Congregation Kehilat Shalom 

Hebrew Wizards
(203) 249-4036

Jewish Family Services of Greenwich 
(203) 622-1881

Jewish Senior Services 
(203) 365-6400
Temple Sholom 
(203) 869-7191 
Temple Sholom 

Selma Maisel Nursery School 
(203) 622-8121
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SHABBAT & HOLIDAY
CANDLE LIGHTING

TIMES

UJA-JCC Greenwich Hosts Emerging Leaders Event with a Twist
In June, UJA-JCC Greenwich held 

its annual Emerging Leaders event 
poolside at the home of Jeff and 
Jennifer Davis. While enjoying wine, 
cheese and crackers, guests gathered 
to hear from parenting expert and 
mother of six, Jordana Horn, who 
shared insights and tips on how 
to infuse Jewish content into one’s 
family life in a fun and meaningful 
way. She brought laughter and 
plenty of smiles to everyone as she 
recounted her personal reflections 
and shared stories about raising six 
kids in today’s modern world.

Thank you to event chairs, 
Rebecca Anisktein and Stephanie 
Esquenazi, and to the Davis’s for 
opening their beautiful home.

Brought to you by Women’s Philanthropy

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

h b ’ hil h

Monday, November 14  |  6:30 PM

NOA TISHBY, author of Israel: A Simple Guide 
to the Most Misunderstood Country on Earth, 
was appointed as Israel’s first special envoy for 
combatting antisemitism and delegitimization 
of Israel. After her army service she became a 
household name appearing in TV shows, films, 
as well as fashion campaigns. Tishby, executive 
producer of the Israeli show, In Treatment, sold it to 
HBO–making it the first Israeli show to become an 
American series. A major Israel advocacy influencer, 
Tishby has over 250,000 Instagram followers.

Save The Date

AN EVENING WITH NOA TISHBY

Chairs:

Abby and Guy Levy

Abby and Vitaly Vorobeychik

Lauren Yeager and Elliot Wagner
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WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES
Thanks for Your Support of Ukraine

The Greenwich Jewish Community has been so generous and supportive 
of the emergency situation in Ukraine, and we wanted to let you 
know how we have invested your generous support. To date, JDC has 
helped close to 40,000 refugees with vital aid like food, medicine and 
accommodation. Now, nearly six months into the war, the needs have 
shifted and evolved – and so has our response, ensuring that we continue 
to provide life-saving support for Ukrainians in need.

As the crisis endures, our response aims to provide some level of 
normalcy to the lives of those who remain in, and those who fled, 
Ukraine. In Warsaw, for example, not only are we providing basic needs 
like food, medical care, and accommodation, but we are also providing 
trauma support and resettlement services like employment assistance and 
language classes.

There are now refugees who previously did not need our help 
but are turning to us at this 
time. This includes Tatiana, her 
mother, sister and their dog, all 
of whom escaped at the start 
of the war and managed to 
find accommodation for four 
months in Warsaw. Starting in 
mid-July, that accommodation 
was no longer available, and 
without anywhere else to turn, 
they reached out to JDC.

JDC is responding similarly 
within Ukraine itself, where, in 

addition to caring for its existing 
clients – tens of thousands of 
needy Jews – it is caring for more 
than 1,900 internally displaced 
Jews and 900 new Jewish poor, 
people who were previously 
middle-class, whose lives have 
been upended by the crisis. Today, 
these stories represent the fluidity 
of the situation – how the number 
of people for whom we care, and 
how we care for them, changes 
daily. With your support, we 
continue to respond to needs as 
they arise, and as they evolve.

We understand the value of 
supporting the mental well-being 
of Ukrainians during this time. 
For Ukrainian refugee children, 
that means a summer camp for ages 5-12, where the focus is purely on 
creating a sense of fun and normalcy – making volcanoes erupt with 
baking soda, eating ice cream, challah baking at the JCC Warsaw on 
Fridays, and going on excursions. 

We are in awe of all those on the ground who have mobilized so 
effectively, rapidly and responsibly, and with a focus on preserving human 
dignity in every interaction. We do this work, in partnership with you, 
and we are so grateful for all that you have made possible for so many.

Women’s Morning Coffee

September 20 | 9:30am

Join us for coffee & conversation 
and welcome other women who 

recently moved to the area.

Rachel Rubin, Newcomers Chair

Newcomers Committee: 

RSVP to claudia@ujajcc.org

Whitney Chernoff Marissa Cohen              
Nicole Pepperman Christine Toback 
Abby Vorobeychik Lauren Yeager   
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As Maryashie and I settled into our seats on the way to this year’s National 
Jewish Retreat, the flight attendant announced: “Welcome on board, 
ladies and gentlemen. Whether or not you wear a mask on today’s flight is 
entirely your decision. However, we ask that whatever you do choose for 
yourself, please respect the decision that your fellow passengers choose for 
themselves.”

My initial reaction was that this is a sad commentary on the state of 
affairs in today’s society. “Do adults need to be told to respect each other?,” 
I thought to myself. How scary! It feels as if the whole world has receded 
back to kindergarten-level maturity, with public fist-fights over these issues 
not even making headlines anymore.

And yet, I thought, perhaps if I changed one word in that question, it 
might not sound as scary. Instead of “Do adults need to be told to respect 
each other?,” the question should be: “Do adults need to be reminded to 
respect each other?” Of course, we do. We all need to be reminded of certain 
truths in life. As they say in Nantucket, “fog happens.” We all have a bad 
hair day every so often when things don’t go our way, and our anxiety gets 
the better of us – and all of a sudden we find ourselves behaving in ways 
that we instantly regret. So yes, reminders are necessary.

Here is a deeper way of looking at it: Many people, even if they may be 
very religious G-d fearing Jews, have a confused understanding of the ideas 
of “faith in G-d” and “positive thinking.” They think that it is some sort 
of magic trick. If you really believe that G-d will make XYZ happen to 
the point that you are able to hyper-focus your thoughts on that specific 
outcome, then it will happen.

Forgive me, but that is kindergarten-level thinking. Having faith in G-d 
is not about viewing Him as an ATM machine with the right card being 
inserted (“OK, now all I need is to just think XYZ - XYZ - XYZ”), and 
expecting XYZ to pop right out of the machine. Imagining that we can 
control a process that brings a specific outcome through our mere thoughts 
and faith is voodoo – the very opposite of faith in G-d as the Master of the 
world. Only He controls everything.

The Rebbe has a unique phrase to describe the Chassidic approach to 
positive thinking – Tracht gut vet zayn gut, which is Yiddish for “Think 
good and it will be good.” “Think good” means that we have trust in G-d 
that there will be a positive outcome to whatever challenge it is that we are 

facing. G-d is good, and everything He does is good. Things will turn out 
well. How exactly? Will it be via ABC or via XYZ? That is His business; we 
don’t control Him – He is the one who is doing the controlling. He asks 
only that we have faith in the destination – a positive outcome, and follow 
His directions for how to get there – by making decisions that are moral, 
just, ethical and holy.

The challenge arises when painful obstructions, roadblocks and 
disappointments get thrown at us as we are trying to do our best in making 
those decisions. Whether it is health, career or relationships, we all know 
how tough things can get and how anxious we can become when things 
don’t go our way. But it is precisely at those moments when we are called 
upon to engage the tool of Tracht gut vet zayn gut.

Why did this happen? Why did G-d allow someone to do this to me? We 
don’t know. We don’t control other people, and we surely don’t control G-d. 
But we are calm. Because G-d knows why it happened – He has a plan for 
things to work out in a good way. And He also knows that we are doing 
our best.

I trust in Him, and He trusts in me.
Trust – that’s what it all comes down to. Trust is an intimacy that brings 

a sense of calm. Trust in G-d is a reflection of G-d’s image that we all carry. 
Trust is so much more powerful than faith. It is an inner confidence.

So the next time you’re starting to feel anxious about something or 
someone, pause and remember that G-d is in control, and He will make 
things good. All we need to do is to act according to the way He wants 
us to – as responsible, ethical and moral human beings. And from G-d’s 
perspective, what can be more responsible on our part than “staying in our 
lane” and having the full faith and confidence that He is leading us to a 
good place.

And the next time you see someone else whose anxiety has gotten the 
better of them, remind yourself – “There but for the grace of G-d, go I.” It 
truly is the grace of G-d that we are all made in His image. We sometimes 
(too often?) forget that truth. The journey of life is the journey of constant 
reminders for ourselves and for those we encounter, of that wonderful gift 
– and behaving accordingly.

Editor’s Note: The spiritual leaders of Greenwich alternate in providing messages for each 
issue of the Greenwich Jewish News. These comments are those of the authors alone and are not 
meant to reflect the opinions of UJA-JCC Greenwich

Clergy’s Corner

 Trusting in G-D Fosters Inner Confidence 
by Rabbi Yossi Deren, Chabad of Greenwich

JFNA partnered with the Shapiro Foundation earlier 
this year to help communities in their efforts to resettle 
Afghan refugees, based on this same model of volunteer 
circles. 

“We are able to leverage our expertise and long history 
of supporting refugees from the former Soviet Union and 
more recently those evacuated from Afghanistan to help 
Jewish communities support Ukrainian refugees seeking 
safety,” added Darcy Hirsh, Managing Director of Public 
Affairs at Jewish Federations of North America. “We are 
especially grateful to the Shapiro Foundation for its part-
nership in this initiative, to provide our communities with 
the proper resources, tools and support to be able to open 
their doors to those in need.”

Jewish Federations of North America are at the fore-
front of the Jewish community’s response to the refugee 
crisis. In addition to resettlement efforts and advocacy, 
Jewish Federations have collectively raised $72 million for 
humanitarian aid since the fighting broke out in Ukraine.

Matching Grant–
Continued from page 1
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Stacy Young
Real Estate Salesperson

Licensed in New York & Connecticut

Email: Stacy.Young@Raveis.com
Cell: 917-816-6733

StacyYoung.Raveis.com

Want to know how 
much your home 

is worth? 

45 Field Point Rd Greenwich, CT 06830

GRS Reads 
will be meeting 
on Wednesday 
night, October 
19, at 7:30 pm 
at GRS.

The book will 
be Waking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen, a novel that 
dives into the moral consequences of a lie as well as issues 
concerning Bedouins and Eritrean refugees in Israel. It’s 
available in print, e-book, and audio formats at booksellers 
and at Greenwich Library.

According to The New York Times review, “Gundar-
Goshen is adept at instilling emotional depth into a 
thriller plot, delivering the required twists and turns along 
with an incisive portrayal of her characters’ guilt, shame 
and desire, fluidly shifting between their perspectives. 
Skillfully translated by Sondra Silverston, Waking Lions is 
a sophisticated and darkly ambitious novel, revealing an 
aspect of Israeli life rarely seen in its literature.”

Contact Lisa@GRS.org for details. Admission is free but 
reservations are required (we wouldn’t want to run out of 
wine and cheese!)

GRS Reads Waking Lions

After a 2-year hiatus due to Covid-19, Temple Sholom’s 
beloved Shabbat on the Sound experience returned to Tod’s 
Point in August. The evening began with a communal 
picnic dinner for young families and Shabbat tunes by 
Jewish rockstar Sheldon Low and Temple Sholom’s clergy 
Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz and Rabbi Kevin Peters. It 
continued with a Musical Shabbat Service for congregants 
and newcomers of all ages to welcome Shabbat together 
while overlooking the picturesque Long Island Sound.

To learn more about Temple Sholom’s worship and 
programming schedules, visit www.templesholom.com.

Temple Sholom Returns to 
Tod’s Point for Beach Service

The Upper School at Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy posted some 
incredible results on its AP exam scores. The school surpassed both 
the State of Connecticut and national averages in terms of percentage 
scores of three or higher. While fewer than 66% of AP exam scores 
are three or higher, BCHA had a perfect 100% of scores in this range. 
Additionally, 86% of BCHA students received top scores of four or 
five, compared to only 39% nationally.

“I am incredibly proud of our school for this achievement, and 
in particular, I credit the students, for their strong work ethic; the 
teachers, for their commitment to student learning; and the BCHA 
environment, which fosters collaboration and encourages every student 
to be and become their very best,” said Rabbi Shimmy Trencher, 
Principal of the Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy Upper School.

BCHA Upper School Surpasses AP Exam State, National Averages

Members of the Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy Upper School class of 2022



September 2022     Page 7

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 5783

High Holy Day Services   2022/5783 

92 Orchard Street, Cos Cob     (203) 629-0018     www.grs.org

To join GRS and ensure High Holy Day access, contact the office at info@grs.org

Services open to vaccinated persons only.

Greenwich Reform

Erev Rosh Hashanah Sunday, September 25
7:00 pm

Rosh Hashanah Monday, September 26

Tot Service 
Family Morning Service 
Traditional Morning Service

Tot Service  
Family Morning Service 
Traditional Morning Service
Yizkor/Neilah Services

8:45 am
9:45 am

11:30 am

8:45 am
9:45 am

11:30 am
5:00 pm

Yom Kippur Kol Nidre

Yom Kippur

Congregational Service

Congregational Service

Tuesday, October 4
7:30 pm

Tashlich Walk in Pomerance Park 10:30 am

Wednesday, October 5

Selichot Saturday, September 17 
8:30 pm
9:00 pm

Dessert Reception
Congregational Service

Second Day of Rosh Hashanah Tuesday, September 27

We welcome you to join Shir Ami and Rabbi David E. Levy
for our inspiring in-person High Holiday Services

 With our uplifting musicians, choir and cantorial soloist 
 Community gathering that is both intimate and safe 

ALL ARE WELCOME – reservations required
COVID safety protocols will be required / subject to change based on COVID conditions at the time.

Live-stream will be available for those unavailable to attend in-person.

2022 ~ HIGH HOLIDAYS ~ 5783
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
 ROSH HASHANAH 

Erev RH Sunday, September 25th 7:00 pm
RH Morning Monday, September 26th 10:00 am
RH Outdoor Gathering Monday, September 26th Noon

 YOM KIPPUR 
Kol Nidre Tuesday, October 4th 7:00 pm
YK Morning Wednesday, October 5th 10:00 am
Interide (sharing) Wednesday, October 5th 2:00 pm
YK Afternoon Wednesday, October 5th 3:30 pm
Yizkor-Concluding Wednesday, October 5th 4:15 pm
Havdalah/Break Fast Wednesday, October 5th 5:00 pm

MEMBERS – free    GUESTS – $125 in-person/$54 virtual per person
You may register on our home page at www.congregationshirami.org  |  203.900.7976

  
May the sound of the shofar stir us to create a more just world with health and peace for all
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What a joy it was to come together outdoors 
and in person to celebrate Shir Ami’s 18th 
year! Our congregation is like a family, filled 
with love, excitement, and respect for our past, 
present and future. For two years we have 
primarily been together in our little Zoom 
boxes, so seeing everyone in the flesh was a real 
treat. The weather was perfect, the setting was 
ideal, the food was delicious, the music was 
uplifting, the slide show was memorable, and 
the company was great!

Eighteen years ago Shir Ami was started 
by a group of families who were seeking to 
create a small, intimate congregation that would 
focus on singing, learning, tikun olam, and 
community. Rabbi Emerita Vicki Axe (then 
Cantor) was invited to be our first spiritual 
leader, and she was with us for 15 years, leading us with dedication, 
spirit, and a lot of love all the way from infancy to adolescence! When 
Rabbi Axe stepped down to care for her husband, we stayed afloat during 
a transition year, and then we were incredibly blessed to find Cantor 
Jill Abramson. Cantor Abramson’s light shined brightly through her 

singing, guitar playing, teaching, and caring 
heart, which made her a perfect leader for those 
teenage years, and through the pandemic, while 
we as a congregation discovered our flexibility, 
independence and strength. With Cantor 
Abramson accepting a position as Director at 
Hebrew Union College Cantorial School, we 
were sorry to see her go so soon; but we also 
know that change can open new doors, and we 
are very grateful to have found Rabbi David E. 
Levy to lead us as we step into the first of our 
young adult years. Rabbi Levy brings with him 
new ideas for learning, growing, and celebrating 
together, and we welcome him with open arms.

Having all three of these valued spiritual 
leaders – past, present, and future – hand-in-
hand at our 18th celebration event, was a great 

symbol of the warm, intimate, and welcoming community we have 
created.

If you’d like to see a short video recap of our celebration, please visit https://
www.congregationshirami.org/18th-anniversary-celebration.html

Shir Ami at 18 – Celebrating Our Past, Present and Future

BETTERTOGETHER

THROUGH THE BETTER 
TOGETHER PROGRAM 

STUDENTS AND SUPER SENIORS 
FORM AN INTERGENERATIONAL 
RELATIONSHIP AND THEN WRITE

AN ESSAY DESCRIBING THEIR 
YEAR TOGETHER. LANCE 

BERNSTEIN WROTE ABOUT 
         BERNIE PRESSNER AND HIS 

EXTRAORDINARY CENTENARIAN 

LANCE PLACED 2ND  
IN THE 2022 NATIONAL 
BETTER TOGETHER 
WRITING CONTEST 
WINNING $10,000 FOR 
THE HEBREW WIZARDS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
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Thursday, November 17  |  10:30 A.M.
At the UJA-JCC office

One Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich, CT

Donation $18 (to sponsor one bag)

Dignity Grows™ provides assistance to individuals in need of menstrual 
products and toiletries by providing a pre-packaged, one month’s supply.

Did you know that more than 20% of individuals in the 
US suffer from period poverty, lacking the resources to 

purchase basic feminine hygiene necessities?

Dignity Grows Co-chairs
Tara Agroskin and Shelby Katz

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

Come Pack With Us

UJA-JCC Greenwich expresses deep gratitude to
the Town of Greenwich and Greenwich United Way

for grants that truly help this program thrive.

Andrew Nitkin sponsored the summer renovation of the garden he built for UJA-JCC when he was an Eagle Scout, 
in memory of worldwide victims of terror and those we lost on 9/11.

A BIG Thank You to Andrew Nitkin Please patronize 
the merchants and 

businesses that advertise 
in our paper and tell 

them you saw
their ads in the

Greenwich Jewish News.

Personal and 
Commercial Insurance

 
 

Steve Batkin

stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com

worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin

Happy Rosh Hashanah
from
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DISCOVER BI-CULTURAL 
HEBREW ACADEMY!

Where academic excellence, traditional values and Jewish 
heritage combine to create happy, successful students!

For more information or to register, please contact

 Bonnie Marcus, Director of Admissions, at bmarcus@bcha-ct.org

2186 High Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06903

Lower School (203) 329-2186 • Upper School (203) 883-8970 • bcha-ct.org

OPEN HOUSE
LOWER SCHOOL

(PreK - 8th Grade):

Sunday, October 30th 
10 am - 12:30 pm

UPPER SCHOOL
(Grades 9-12):

Sunday, November 6th 
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Make your child’s first drop-off TERRIFIC!
Introduce your toddler (15-22 months) to their first 
“drop off” experience. This three-hour class will give 
your child the opportunity to socialize, play, create, and 
grow independently.

For more information contact Sarah Gregoire at 203.489.3084 or sgregoire@stamfordjcc.org 

/stamford.jcc

stamfordjcc.org

@jccstamford

Terrific Tots

Ask about Blooming Babies!
BIRTH - 2 YEARS (with parent or caregiver)

Tuesdays & Thursdays       9 AM - 12 PM

Wednesdays at 9:15 AM

MASTER OF CEREMONIES:
RICHARD KIND
Award-Winning Actor of Stage, Screen, and Television
2021 ICRF Ribbons of Hope Gala Emcee and Honoree

HONOREE:
ALAN KALTER,  Z”L
Alan Kalter for two decades was known nationally as the lovable,
red-headed comical announcer on “Late Night with David Letterman”.
But those who knew Alan best, knew him for his charitable essence.

“He was a deeply spiritual man and dedicated to human causes and
the Jewish people. He was a true mensch.” - Rabbi Joshua Hammerman

5:30 PM VIP RECEPTION |  6 PM COCKTAIL RECEPTION
STAMFORD MARRIOTT, STAMFORD, CT

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2022

THE ANSWER TO CANCER IS RESEARCH

REGISTER OR SPONSOR NOW AT ICRFONLINE.ORG/CTGALA2022
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FORGIVENESS
Sunday, September 18 at 5 p.m. - Tuesday, September 20 at 9 p.m.
In the south of Israel near the Gaza border, a place where the beleaguered citizens live 
with incoming rocket fire, longtime pals Shaul and Nissan attempt to pull off a heist. But 
they bungle the job and Shaul ends up behind bars. Years later, upon his release, Shaul 
is less than pleased to be greeted by the newly religious Nissan seeking his forgiveness 
during the Days of Awe.  
Guy Amir & Hanan Savyon / Comedy / Israel / 104 min.

Enjoy the Davis Film Festival 
(at home)!

Grab your popcorn and enjoy these quality films 
from the comfort of your own couch for $9 each.

All features streaming through 9PM on the final day of showing.

LABYRINTH OF PEACE
Wednesday, October 12 at 5 p.m. - Monday, October 31 at 9 p.m.
1945. The war is over. Klara, her fiancé Johann and his brother Egon are looking bright-eyed into 
the future. While Klara cares for displaced Holocaust survivors, Johann hopes to save his father-
in-law’s textile company. Just home from military service, Egon’s mission is to hunt down escaped 
Nazis. All three soon realize that the façade of peace is bought with the blood of war victims.
Mike Schaerer / Dramatic Series / Switzerland / Six episodes, 51 min. each

THE CENTER FOR 
  JEWISH COMMUNITY, 
     CULTURE & CARING

DAVIS

FILM
FESTIVAL

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

December 5 • 7:00 PM
Ferguson Library, Stamford

Enjoy a tribute to Stephen Sondheim with songs from 
some of his most iconic musicals, including “Sunday 
in the Park with George,” “Follies,” “Sweeney Todd,” 
“Company” and “Anyone Can Whistle.” Broadway legend 
Jack Viertel narrates the history behind the songs.

$360 | Patron, includes 4 tickets
$180 | Sponsor, includes 2 tickets

$50 | Advance ticket
$60 | At the door

Register at UJAJCC.org 
or call 203-552-1818

Director: Marissa Cortese

Musical Director: Zachary Kampler

Vocalists: Rebecca Cooper, 
Marissa Cortese, Nancy Meyer, 
Tyler Panek, Brian Rosenblum 

SAVE THE NEW DATE
Monday in the Library with Sondheim

THE GOLDEN TICKET SERIES RETURNS
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Lunch & Learn
Every Thursday Sept. 1 - Dec. 31 from 12:30 – 1:30 pm

To attend in person and have lunch, you must register online at UJAJCC.ORG or call 
203-552-1818 no later than the day before the program. Spots for in person are limited. 

November 2022

The Lunch & Learn program is generously sponsored by Rita Edelston.  

October 2022

September 8  
Rabbi Lester Bronstein 
Despair and Its Antidote

October 6  
Yom Kippur 
No Class

October 13
Rabba Dr. 
Carmella Abraham
Praying for the 70 Nations

September 1   
Rabbi Annie Tucker
Judaism’s Hardest 
Prayer: Grappling with 
the Un’taneh Tokef

September 2022

September 15
Alex Troy
Ki Tavo: 
First Fruits and 
Second Chances

October 20  
Yakir Englander
Two Communities, 
One Homeland

October 27
Rabbi Avital 
Hochstein
Torah with 
a Woman’s 
Touch

November 3 
Rabbi Eric Hoffman
The Holiness 
of Israeli Civil 
Legislation

November 10
Rabbi Tzvi Sytner
How to Keep the 
Flame Burning 
Throughout the 
Winter

November 17
Rabbi Daniel Cohen
The Legacies of 
Sarah and Abraham

September 29
Michael Feldstein
Judah Elfenbein 
Tillinger: The Anti-
semitic Rabbi Who 
Became a Priest 

September 22
Rabbi Justus Baird
How Can a Society 
Apologize?

December 2022

December 1
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag
Is the Wailing Wall 
Really Holy?

December 8
Rabbi Greg Wall
Shedding Light 
on Chanukah

December 15
Rabbi Irwin Huberman
Why Jews Cherish 
Disagreements

December 22
Rabbi Moshe Edelman
The Chapter That No 
One Learns

December 29
Yuliya Mazur
Uncommon Valor

November 24 
Thanksgiving
No Class
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Autumn 
Mingle

J O I N  T E M P L E  S H O L O M ’ S
 J E W I S H  N E T W O R K  O F 

Y O U N G  C O U P L E S  F O R  A N

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 17,  7 :30  PM
AT  ZACHY S  IN  PO RT  CHE S T E R

$ 5 0  P E R  C O U P L E
( P a r t i c i p a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e 

T e m p l e  m e m b e r s h i p )

Meet other young Jewish couples 
for an adults only social evening with 

wine tasting and light bites.

Reg i s t e r  t o  Lo r i  Baden  a t
lo r i .baden@t emplesho lom.com.

 300 EAST PUTNAM AVENUE • GREENWICH                            203-869-7191 • WWW.TEMPLESHOLOM.COM

New to Greenwich?

Whether you are brand new or “new-ish”, 
we invite you to be a part of Temple Sholom’s

warm, vibrant and inclusive community.

To receive a welcome Shabbat gift bag, 
contact Lori Baden at 203-542-7172 or 

lori.baden@templesholom.com.
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  Hebrew Wizards receives 2-year Grant

Overcoming Poverty is not a Gesture of Charity.
It’s an Act of Justice…

Solving the Poverty Problem
through Education, Community

& Kindness… 

Meditative Walk and Tashlich:
Second day of Rosh Hashanah at 

Greenwich Reform

The second day of Rosh Hashanah at Greenwich Reform will 
include an in-person meditative walk and Tashlich service at 10:30 
 am on Tuesday, September 27. All are welcome!

Details at GRS.org or call 203-629-0018.
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The communities of Greater Hartford and Greater New 
Haven have been working for many months building a 5 star 
Israel experience with a Morocco extension for March 2023. 

Our goals include fostering unity and collaboration within 
our communities and deepening connections to Israel. 

This trip will be of high quality and has potential for 
individualization. If  enough participants from Greenwich 
sign up, we will be able to further customize our own program. 

March 9 - 16, 2023
Choose From 5 Different Tracks Daily!

Track 1: First-Time Visitors to Israel

Track 2: Geopolitics and Coexistence

Track 3: Arts & Culture

Track 4: Food & Wine

Track 5: Technology & Innovation

CHOOSE YOUR OWN 
ISRAEL ADVENTURE

Register at UJAJCC.org 
or call 203-552-1818
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Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818
You will receive a private invitation with a Zoom link in reply.

A College admissions Zoom presentation is being offered on 
the above three dates to help families understand how COVID 
has changed the college admissions landscape and how it will 
affect Juniors, Sophomores and Freshmen.

We will discuss current college admissions 
trends, the importance of researching and 
visiting colleges to find schools that can be 
a good fit for your child, a timeline and other 
action steps that can be taken to reduce 
the stress around the college admissions 
process. We will also discuss the importance 
of community service and how it can help a 
student to stand out from other applicants.

Navigating College Admissions Successfully

COLLEGE
BOUND

Wednesday, October 12th | 7:00 pm
Tuesday, October 25th | 7:00 pm

Wednesday, November 16th | 7:00 pm

Virtual Presentation

Jessica Anderson is 
excited to be the new 
Chair of PJ Library 
Planners. A native of 
Greenwich, Jessica 
moved back to town 
in 2020, and resides 
in Glenville with her 
husband, 3-year old 
son, 6-month old 
daughter, and cavapoo 
dog. Professionally, 
Jessica is Head of 
Investor Relations at 
Techstars, the early-
stage venture capital 
firm. Additionally, Jessica enjoys volunteering 
in the Greenwich community and is passionate 
about philanthropy, including causes focused 
on healthcare, education, children, and literacy 
(which is why PJ Library is a cause near and 
dear to her heart). Jessica is thrilled to work 
with Cori and the PJ Library Planners to create 
fun programming relevant to children in the 
community.

New Chair Named to
PJ Library Planners
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by Rabbi David E. Levy from Congregation Shir Ami
The other day, my son came over to me and asked me one 

of his many questions. “Abba, when is Rosh Hashanah this 
year? Is it early or late?” “Benji,” I said, “Rosh Hashanah is 
the first of Tishrei, the same as it is every year.” He rolled 
his eyes at me and in an exasperated tone said, “No, when 
is it on the regular calendar!”

In every part of the Gregorian calendar, the calendar 
we use here in the United States, there are so many small 
messages and value statements that we may miss on a daily 
basis. Sunday was shifted from Saturday as the day of rest, 
because in the 4th century Emperor Constantine I was 
converting to Christianity but also was a worshiper of the 
Sun god Helios. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day is celebrated on the Monday closest 
to Dr. King’s birthday, unlike Lag B’Omer, which honors the day that Rabbi Shimeon 
Bar Yochai died. February is only 28 days, because it was the last month in the early 
calendars, which is also why it adds a day in a leap year; and is the closest month in the 
Hebrew calendar, Adar, has a second whole month in a leap year, because it’s a lunar-
solar calendar.

In so many ways, our calendars offer insights into what we believe, what we value, and 
how we might look at the world. The seven days of the week in Hebrew correspond to 
how they are mentioned in the book of Genesis. Sukkot is in the fall, because it’s a harvest 
holiday, which encourages us to celebrate abundance and prepare for the impermanence 
of the winter months. Chanukah was born because we missed Sukkot one year but also 
strives to bring light into a world that is slowly darkening.

We are American Jews: we live every day by the Gregorian calendar. But when we look 
at our Jewish calendar, we can notice values and ideals about this moment in time that 
may have been missed, if we only looked at the Gregorian date. As one of our monthly 
classes, we at Shir Ami will consider what the Jewish calendar has to teach us about how 
we live in the world. What does Purim teach us about antisemitism? How do we vote 
our values on Election Day? Each time we gather, we’ll unpack our Jewish calendar to 
find meaning in the every day.

The topics for the first few months of Living in Jewish Time will include:
10/25 - Voting As a Jewish Value
11/15 - Sigd: Being a Jewish Minority in a Jewish Society
12/13 - The Story of Chanukah and Religious Extremism
Wine and cheese when attending in person. (On Zoom, bring your own refreshments)
Time/Location: 7:30 PM on Zoom until further notice. No charge for members and 

guests.
To register, visit our website at www.congregationshirami.com

Living in Jewish Time

HEBREW WIZARDS CELEBRATES 18 
YEARS AND HONORS STELLA 
FRANKEL FOR HER 11 YEARS OF 
SINGING AT OUR HIGH HOLIDAY 
SERVICES.WE WILL HONOR HER AT 
ROSH HASHANAH 5783 ALONG 
WITH THE OTHER AMAZING TEEN 
WIZARDS.

A BEAUTIFUL TENT FOR HIGH HOLIDAYS 
5783  HONORING STELLA FRANKEL & 
LANCE BERNSTEIN & OUR TEEN WIZARDS.  
HEBREW WIZARDS CELEBRATING  18 YEARS
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH

CEO’s Corner
In June more than 200 supporters of Jewish 

Family Services of Greenwich came together at the 
home of Sandy and Stephen Soule for our annual 
fundraiser. We were excited to share the growth 
we have experienced during the past year. Our 
team has grown to 18 staff members, 22 therapists, 
and 4 clinical interns. In 2021 we provided more 
than 8,000 services. In 2022 we will double that 
figure, providing more than 16,000 services to 
clients in the greater Greenwich community. Our 
longstanding therapy services, providing over 650 
sessions per month, offer quality, accessible services to a broad range of 
clients. Our Jewish Community Outreach programs are thriving through 
Bikur Cholim, Shabbat and monthly healing services, and daily visits to 
patients at Greenwich Hospital.

JFS-G is a relatively small agency making a big impact in our area, in 
response to the humanitarian crises happening around the world. Our 
Afghan evacuees are flourishing at their own pace with employment, 
housing, and language. With the help of our staff and our wonderful 
corps of volunteers, they are learning to adapt to U.S. culture. As we 
all watched the atrocities in the Ukraine unfold, JFS-G readied itself 
to provide an immediate response. With more than 700 Ukrainians 
expected to arrive in Fairfield County, we have ramped up services to 
accommodate our new neighbors. Over the past months we have secured 
needed resources for 50 Ukrainian refugees. We focused on providing 
trauma- informed care. Our clients have suffered great loss and hardship, 
and our goal is to relieve just a little of their burden, so that they can 
heal and prosper in our community. The smiles and palpable sense of 
relief from our new Ukrainian families give us fuel to continue to find 
innovative ways to assist them.

Our annual event raised over $50,000 for crucial programming at 
JFS of Greenwich. This is a time of growth and change at JFS-G. We 
welcome everyone who wants to volunteer to help us realize our goals, or 
participate in our programs. There is something for everyone at JFS of 
Greenwich! We are here for you and want to hear from you!

–Rachel Kornfeld, LCSW, SBL
Chief Executive Officer

Jewish Family Services of Greenwich

Even though summer isn’t officially 
over until mid-September, most 
people start to feel the school year 
approaching in mid-August, when 
school supplies suddenly appear 
front and center in all the stores, 
and “back-to-school” commercials 
appear every five minutes on the 
television. The lazy days of summer 
turn back into the familiar, often 
hectic, routine of getting to school on time, juggling after-school 
activities, prepping meals, and managing homework.

The energy surrounding “back-to-school” can be exciting and fun 
(picking out school supplies and seeing friends again), but it can also be 
a source of anxiety and worry for kids and their caregivers. Kiddos of all 
ages who struggle with transitions and schedule changes will likely need 
additional time to get used to the switch. Here are some practical ways 
to set up your family for success in the new school year:
 1. Start talking to your children about returning to school as summer 

winds down, and remind them that the schedule will change 
when school resumes, e.g., different bedtime, less friend time on 
weekdays, reduced time on electronics, etc. Use a countdown 
board, or calendar, to help kids track the exact back-to-school date.

 2. Remind your kids that going back to school can be fun using 
examples from positive past school experiences.

 3. Include your kids in back-to-school shopping by having them 
make lists of supplies and/or clothes and accessories that will make 
them feel good about returning.

 4. Talk with your kids, and practice a few times (if age appropriate) 
having them use an alarm to wake up on their own.

 5. Start implementing reduced electronic, phone, computer, or game 
time two weeks before school starts.

 6. Do a closet and drawer clean sweep to get rid of clothes and shoes 
that don’t fit and donate where appropriate.

 7. When possible, purchase school supplies for charitable organizations 
and include your kids in the giving.

 8. Be sensitive to any new fears or hesitancies related to back-to-
school. In light of recent tragic school violence, some children may 
be afraid to go back to school. If you suspect your child is worried 
more than usual about potential school violence, speak to the 
pediatrician, or reach out to your school administrator for advice 
and support.

 9. Remember to acknowledge your own feelings about the end of 
summer. Your children will sense your worry or discomfort, and 
will also likely be influenced by your excitement at the endless 
possibilities a new school year may bring!

Helping Kids (and Caregivers) 
Beat the “Back-to-School Blues”

by Kimberly Wolfson-Lisack, Chief Program Officer

VISIT WWW.JFSGREENWICH.ORG
for our latest 

Family Life Programs, 
Counseling Services,

Supermarketing for Seniors Services, 
and More!
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Jewish Community Outreach
by Larry Stoogenke, Director of Community Engagement

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH

When JFS of Greenwich 
received word in November 
2021, that we were approved to 
be one of only three agencies 
in Connecticut to be an Afghan 
Refugee Resettlement Agency, a 
clergy member said to me, “this 
will be the most important work 
you do.” Less than a year later 
we have successfully integrated 
42 Afghan evacuees into our 
community. This could not have been accomplished without numerous 
community volunteers who said emphatically hineini, “here I am.” These 
volunteers made themselves available to help relieve the hardship of 
people suffering from the trauma of war and separation from their home, 
family and culture.

Our work is not done. JFS of Greenwich has now been approved to 
assist Ukrainian refugees. A new group of war refugees have come to our 
community. JFS of Greenwich is again seeking volunteers to become a 
part of United for Ukraine (U4U) and assist with this most important 
work. I haven’t met a volunteer yet who hasn’t been impacted in a 
meaningful way.

If you would like to learn about opportunities to help, please contact 
LStoogenke@jfsgreenwich.org.

Since becoming the Program Manager of Supermarketing for Seniors 
and FACTS, I have witnessed extraordinary volunteerism and partnerships 
throughout the Greenwich Community. The SFS volunteers support 
their “shoppees” any way they can, not only shopping for groceries, 
but also checking in throughout the week. It is wonderful to see the 
connections made between the volunteers and their senior clients. It is 
extremely heartwarming to get a call in the middle of the day from Mrs. 
R., just to let us know how “happy” she is with her shopper, and that she 
feels so lucky to be a part of the JFS community! She expressed feeling 
cared for and prioritized by her shopper and JFS of Greenwich, and she 
is grateful for the relationship she has built with our Supermarketing for 
Seniors program.

Similarly, our FACTS clients have felt the same level of attentiveness. 
Over the past couple of months, JFS partnerships with community organi-
zations have enabled “our” families to send their children to camp, attend 
local events, and continue to participate in our weekly Farmer’s Market 
to enjoy seasonal fresh fruits and vegetables, as well as other necessi-
ties. Mrs. D. attends our 
Farmer’s Market week-
ly and recently received 
assistance when strug-
gling to maintain hous-
ing. As a way of showing 
her appreciation for JFS, 
she drops off homemade 
meals for the JFS staff.

These two programs reflect the mission of JFS of Greenwich, and 
exemplify the true meaning of a social services agency. Seeing the 
gratitude and genuine appreciation shown by our volunteers and clients 
has made the beginning of my journey here unforgettable, and I look 
forward to helping these programs continue to grow!

Heroes of JFS of Greenwich
by Melissa Basile-Reolon,

Program Manager, Supermarketing for Seniors (SFS) & FACTS

We All Need Something
to Look Forward To

by Dr. Holly Schiff, Psy.D.
Anticipation is the feeling of 

looking forward to something 
in the future with a sense of 
pleasure and excitement. This is 
important since a healthy sense 
of anticipation can energize 
our lives and get us through 
tough times. While it is a good 
idea to be mindful and live 
in the present, planning ahead 
and thinking about the future 
can increase your feelings of 
optimism and hope. Anticipation implies that there is a future reward, 
which is a powerful motivator. It can also reduce your stress, boost your 
mood, and make your future seem bright. It brings happiness into your 
life well before the actual event or situation takes place.

Anticipation is a feeling of excitement about what is to come, versus 
anxiety which is fear or worry about the future. Instead of worrying about 
things going wrong or imagining the worst-case scenario, anticipation 
supports you in imagining what could happen if everything goes right. 
You can build anticipation on a large scale, like planning a vacation or 
setting an ambitious goals, but you can also do it on a smaller scale – 
something as simple as ordering your favorite coffee from your regular 
café, making plans with friends, buying that new shampoo you’ve been 
eyeing, checking out that movie you’ve been dying to see, trying that new 
yoga class, visiting a new restaurant, or taking the longer way home to 
pass by the dog park for some puppy-watching. Anticipation helps inspire 
you, excite you and keep you positive. You can control giving yourself 
something to look forward to, which is psychologically beneficial in a 
world with so much that is outside of our control.

Tribute Contributions to JFS of Greenwich

If you would like to honor or memorialize someone special in your life or community, you may do so by 
making a donation to Jewish Family Services and we will send a note of acknowledgment to the person 
or family involved, informing them of your generosity.

Audrey Kahn in memory of Gussie Weingarden
Steven Peters in memory of Nancy Peters
Dr. Dale Atkins and Robert Rosen Flashner in memory of Silvina Knoll’s father
Rita Edelston in memory of Dr. Jonathan Morrison Jr.
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Donald Heller
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Lala Addeo
Danielle Eason in honor of Debbie Rosmarin
Danielle Eason in honor of Erica Buchsbaum
Norma Perlstein in honor of Rabbi M.J. Newman
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Rosanne Berman
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Erica Buchsbaum
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Beth Cutler
Marshall Greenbaum and Susan Burnett in honor of Rosanne Berman
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Stacey Delikat
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Rita Edelston
Barbara Fischer in honor of Beth and Marc Cutler
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Reverend Karen Halac
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Ariel Manacher
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Cheryl Probst
Rabbi Mitch and Roseanne Hurvitz in honor of Lauren Wels
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“Every human being who enters Temple Sholom 
is created in God’s Image (B’tzelem Elohim),” 
wrote Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz in his first 
weekly teaching to the congregation following 
Pride Month. “We live within a sacred community 
that is Temple Sholom – a Sacred Place of Peace. 
Our spiritual mission is to make our community 
a place where everyone is welcome.”

This year’s Pride festivities included new oppor-
tunities to spotlight Temple Sholom’s commit-
ment to fostering an inclusive and welcoming 
synagogue culture, one that values and recognizes 
the contributions of all its members including 
those of diverse abilities and backgrounds. 

On June 16, Temple Sholom opted to host the 
monthly meeting of the Greenwich Fellowship of 
Clergy, using the dinner and dialogue to address 
LGBTQ+ inclusivity in houses of worship. Upon 

arrival, local clergy were greeted by 
visual reminders of Temple Sholom’s 
support of the LGBTQ+ community, 
including a large outdoor banner that 
incorporated the rainbow flag with the 
national flag of Israel. 

Later that evening, Temple Sholom 
held a powerful discussion between 
Assistant Rabbi Kevin Peters and guest 
speaker Rabbi Gordon Tucker of JTS 
on the evolution of the Conservative 
Movement’s position and attitude 
towards LGBTQ + Jews. 

“Being part of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity has never been an issue for me at Temple 
Sholom,” said Rabbi Kevin. “I’ve always felt at 
home here. Historically though, houses of wor-
ship in most faith traditions have excluded and 

vilified members of the LGBTQ+ community. 
Thankfully, tremendous progress has been made, 
and Temple Sholom has contributed to those 
efforts by encouraging inclusive worship, pro-
gramming and education.”

Personal and 
Commercial Insurance

 
 

Steve Batkin

stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com

worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin

Suzanne Shemin Katz
d: 203.618.3161
c: 917.902.4472

suzanne.katz@sothebyshomes.com

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark.

GREENWICH BROKERAGE | sothebyshomes.com/greenwich
1 PICKWICK PLAZA, GREENWICH, CT

Creating an Inclusive Space For All at Temple Sholom

HEBREW WIZARDS
Jewish Experience

for All Types
of Learners:
Celebrating

18 Years

HEBREW WIZARDS

Congregation Shir Ami is delighted to be led in our studies this year by Rabbi David E. 
Levy, whose love of learning, knowledge, and talent for teaching and imparting enthusiasm 
are a gift to all of us. We are pleased to offer two ongoing monthly opportunities to learn with 
Rabbi Levy. We will meet for Rosh Chodesh at the turn of the Hebrew month and, also, for 
new perspectives on our Jewish lives and our Jewish calendar through Living in Jewish Time.

Both of our monthly classes have been a meaningful source of learning, stimulating 
conversation, and satisfying companionship during the past year, even as we met on Zoom. 
The classes will continue to meet on Zoom this fall, and we greatly anticipate both the 
celebration of each new month with our inspiring teacher Rabbi Levy and the pleasure these 
sessions will provide.

This year Rosh Chodesh is based on “Ask Big Questions,” a resource developed by Hillel 
International and, in part, on Stories for the Sake of Argument, a collection of 24 short stories 
by Robbie Gingras. Rabbi Levy will distribute each story to all registered prior to the class, 
during which it will be discussed. Our first class is scheduled for Tuesday, November 1st. Its 
subject will be: “Where do you feel at home?” Rosh Chodesh welcomes all.

Living in Jewish Time will delve into the history and significance of many of our rituals and 
holidays and shed light on attitudes and beliefs, of which many of us are unaware, but which 
can enrich our Jewish lives and influence our perspectives and actions. The first meeting of 
Living in Jewish Time will take place on Tuesday, October 25th at 7:30. The topic is “Voting 
as a Jewish Value.” All are welcome.

Please register on our website:www.CongregationShirAmi.org.

Shir Ami Studies with Rabbi Levy
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GRS Religious School
Our Kids Love Being Jewish!

Your kids will love these upcoming events and programs!
• Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Tot and Family Services
• Sukkot and Simchat Torah: Making edible Sukkahs and a Torah scavenger hunt
• Mitzvah Makers: Students earn “Mitzvah hours” through performing acts of 

 loving-kindness
• Tot and Student-led family services and family Shabbat dinners
• Special music and art workshops and hands-on programs
Join us! For details, call 203-629-0018, email Religious School Director, Cantor 

Michelle Rubin: cantorrubin@GRS.org, or visit www.GRS.org.

Raising children is one of the most rewarding and chal-
lenging responsibilities that one can tackle. Typically par-
enting is a 24/7 job that requires unending patience and 
love. For parents of special needs children, life can be par-
ticularly exhausting and demanding. Over the past 20 years, 
the Friendship Circle staff has seen first-hand how moms of 
special needs children care for everyone except themselves. 
And their tireless efforts to improve the lives of their chil-
dren can take a toll on their physical and mental health. We 
believe that these moms deserve some time for themselves 
to relax, recharge, and connect with other women who 
“share their journey and walk in their shoes.” Therefore, 
we set out to provide an unforgettable, spiritually uplifting 
weekend for our Friendship Circle moms.

On June 10, twenty Friendship Circle moms joined 
together for a much needed weekend of rest and relaxation, 
including speakers and workshops for the first Shabbat 
retreat since 2018. The weekend started out with some 
pampering at the Oasis day spa, and then continued at 
the beautiful grounds of Tarrytown House and Estate. The 
moms came from the all over Fairfield County and sur-
rounding areas.

Moms were able to choose spa treatments or mani/pedis 
and afterwards enjoyed a buffet lunch. Vivi Deren was the 
guest speaker on the topic “Spa for the Soul.” After lunch, 
the moms participated in two different workshops. The first 
was a challah bake, and then Stacey Palker, a Friendship 
Circle mom, led a flower arranging workshop. Dads and 
families surprised the moms before Shabbat with a special 
video in their honor. One mom said, “The retreat ended 
up being much more than fun for me. It ended up being 
incredibly meaningful and life changing.”

After Shabbat dinner, the moms hung out and soaked 
in every minute of laughter, and tears, together with 
like-minded women.

Moms began Shabbat morning with hand-delivered 
breakfast in bed. Afterwards, they played games, joined 
in different discussion groups, and were treated to char-
cuterie boards and a mixology class. The day ended with a 
Havdalah ceremony and treats to take home to their fami-
lies. Refreshed and inspired.

To learn more about the Friendship Circle, please contact Director Malya 
Shmotkin at malya@friendshpct.com.

UJA-JCC Greenwich is a proud supporter of the 
Friendship Circle.

Friendship Circle Moms
Enjoyed Weekend Retreat

Friendship Circle moms, L-R: Nicole Fiorito, Lindsey Berger, 
and Melanie Klement enjoy spa time

AmazonSmile
You shop – Amazon gives to UJA-JCC Greenwich!

Just select UJA-JCC Greenwich as your chosen charity, 
and start your first shopping session at smile.amazon.com.

Happy shopping!

Temple Sholom is excited to announce the hire of Allie 
Boda as the synagogue’s new Manager of Youth and Family 
Programming. In this role, Boda will plan and coordinate 
religious, social and holiday events that will enrich the temple 
experience for young families, youth and teens. Her portfolio 
will also include overseeing the religious school’s Madrichim 
(leadership) program for 8th-12th graders, leading the 7th grade 
Social Action Sundays program, serving as an advisor to the 
BBYO teen community, and managing the synagogue’s college 
outreach program.

Boda brings 10+ years of experience working with children 
and youth of all ages, and was an assistant teacher at Anshe 
Emeth Memorial Temple’s Madrichim program. She holds a BS in Psychology from 
Muhlenberg College, where she became actively involved in campus religious school life 
following Birthright.

Boda, who started in July, has already begun planning fun programs for the upcoming 
year, such as family sukkah decorating, a scavenger hunt for 5th-7th graders, tot Shabbats 
for young children, and a do-it-yourself slime workshop for K-4th graders.

To learn more about these programs and more, visit www.templesholom.com.

Temple Sholom Welcomes
New Manager of Youth & Family Programming
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PJ Library’s Family Fun Day a Big Hit!
Ice cream was a welcome treat on a hot day in June at PJ Library’s Family Fun Day, held at the beautiful Stamford Museum and Nature Center. 

Children were thoroughly entertained by Mr. Bungles’ antics, allowing the parents much needed time to meet new friends and catch up with old. 
Parents got in on the action when it was time to get the kids inside of their own giant bubble No one wanted to miss that photo opportunity! After 
the show, kids and parents alike were adorned with face paint. All decked out, the families took a stroll to visit the animals at the nature center. No 
comment from the animals on their reaction to their newly face painted friends.



September 2022     Page 23

This summer, Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy of Con-
necticut had the opportu-
nity to render assistance to 
the Chabad of Greenwich 
in their time of need. Camp 
Gan Israel of Greenwich 
learned that their camp, in its 
25th year, needed a facility to 
host its popular summer pro-
gram. For 22 years, Camp 
Gan Israel has used Carmel 
Academy in Greenwich as its 
home base. However, with 
that venue unavailable to 
the summer camp this year, 
directors Rabbi Yossi and 
Maryashie Deren needed to 
pivot to find a new location 
for the camp. When they 
needed a friend, the BCHA 
community didn’t hesitate to 
extend its hand in support.

“When it comes to the 

Jewish community, the 
Rabbis teach us Kol Yisrael 
Areivim Zeh Bazeh, which 
means, in a communal sense, 
we are all connected one to 
the other, and in a Mitzvah 
context, we are responsible to 
help each other in need,” said 
Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein, Head 
of School at Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy. “It was 
therefore an expression of 
this value for us to help the 
Greenwich Chabad and the 
children in our community 
whom they serve, by accom-
modating Camp Gan Israel. 
For the camp’s part, they 
assumed the financial cost of 
this accommodation.”

“Us coming to Bi-Cultural 
this summer was truly heart-
warming,” said Rabbi Boruch 
Ceitlin, on-site director 

at Camp Gan Israel. “It 
showed how another Jewish 
organization was there for us. 
They really did everything 
they could to make our camp 
work, and we experienced 
an incredible feeling of 
acceptance. We are so grateful 
to Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein and 
the whole Bi-Cultural staff 
for welcoming us in and 
doing it in such a nice way. 
They reworked their own 
summer activities to make 
sure that 250 Jewish kids had 
a summer camp for 2022. 
Thanks to them, our camp 
was not only functioning, 
but thriving.”

And once Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy opened 
its doors to Camp Gan, it 
was all about transferring 
the camp from one venue 
to another. “Moving all our 
stuff to a new campus wasn’t 
easy,” Rabbi Boruch said. 
“We were here around the 
clock to make sure things 
were set up and ready to go. 
Several community members 
helped us out by taking time 
out of their busy week as 
volunteers during the move.”

Camp Gan Israel of 
Greenwich has been pro-
viding a unique Jewish 
summer camp experience 
since 1997. Twenty-five 
years ago, the camp had 
20 kids enrolled. After 
the first year, Jewish kids 
enjoyed the camp experi-
ence so much that the num-
bers grew at a fast pace, with-
in no time, growing to 250 
campers.

“Chabad’s mission is to 
make sure that Judaism is 
addressed and that peo-
ple have a place to turn to 
for Judaism,” said Rabbi 

Boruch. “Everybody has a 
Jewish spark in them, and 
we want people to have a 
place to go to and to tap into 
that Jewish spark. It’s such 
a breath of fresh air coming 
to Bi-Cultural. The welcome 
they showed us proves that 
we’re one family and here for 
each other.”

BCHA Welcomes Camp Gan to Its Stamford Campus

Your Used Vehicle 
Fuels Our Future

Donate a used vehicle
(car, truck, van, or boat in ANY condition) to UJA-JCC Greenwich!  

We pick up your vehicle for free

You get a tax deduction

Proceeds from the sale help care for those in need here in 
Greenwich, in Israel and around the world

Contact Karen at 203-552-1818 or karen@ujajcc.org

www.ujajcc.org/donateacar

Passing the Torch at Congregation Shir Ami
How good it was to be together on June 

17th at Tod’s Point. It was an evening of 
transitions as we celebrated a baby naming, 
honored the memory of our oldest member, 
and passed the torches of leadership from 
clergy to clergy, and from outgoing board 
officers to incoming board officers. Shir 
Ami is a true role model for transferring 
leadership gracefully!

During this special and most beautiful 
beach service, we honored and thanked 
Cantor Abramson as she celebrated her 
last service with us. We also welcomed 
and performed the installation of our new 
spiritual leader Rabbi David E. Levy, who 
joined us on the beach with many of his 
family members, whom we were delighted 
to meet. The long-time friendship between 
Cantor Abramson and Rabbi Levy, who 
had worked together for many years at 
WRT in Westchester, was palpable and 
made for a very warm and loving transition.

Stepping down after serving extended 
terms on the Shir Ami Board were Susan 
Nisinzweig (Co-President), and Joel 
Collamer (Treasurer), who passed those 
responsibilities over to Shir Ami members 

Jackie Marschall (Co-president) and Dahni 
Nisinzweig (Treasurer). Continuing for 
another year as exemplary leaders on our 
Executive Team are Marie Orsini Rosen 
(Co-President) and Abby Ross (Secretary). 

The care and thought that went into all of 
these transitions enables our congregation 
to move forward with confidence that 
the spirit and leadership of Shir Ami will 
continue to thrive as we evolve and grow!

To learn more about Congregation Shir 
Ami visit www.congregationshirami.org.
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One Holly Hill Lane
Greenwich, CT 06830

ujajcc.org
THE CENTER FOR 
  JEWISH COMMUNITY, 
     CULTURE & CARING 

WE ARE HERE
Our world has been through so much this year. At this very moment,

many of our brothers and sisters at home and all across the globe are struggling,
holding both fear and hope in their hearts.

So we share some Rosh Hashanah wishes:

Dear New Year:

“I hope my children and I will find peace, in a new home, with a new language, 
starting over in a safe place.” – Oksana, age 30, Ukrainian refugee

“I hope, with prices going up, I’ll get help paying for my medicine.” – Jerry, age 74

“I hope that after 22 years of being apart, I will finally embrace my mother and 
brothers in our homeland, Israel.“ – Tinbolel, age 45, Ethiopia

“I just want to not feel anxious and scared all the time.” – Sara, age 15

While we don’t know everything that this new year will bring, we do know that whatever comes,
UJA-JCC Greenwich will be here for our community and for people around the world. We’ll be here as 

we always are, working day in and day out to build and ensure a vibrant and flourishing Jewish life.

Whether your wish is to provide help or receive it – we are here.


