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Maura Smotrich Joins Federation Delegation to Ethiopia, 
Accompanies 209 Immigrants to Israel

Maura Smotrich, representing UJA-JCC 
Greenwich Women’s Philanthropy, joined a dele-
gation of Federation leaders from across the U.S. 
and Canada, along with Jewish Agency for Israel 
senior officials, on a mission to Ethiopia and 
Israel. They visited sites of historical significance 
to Ethiopian Jewry, met with families waiting to 
immigrate to Israel and learned about Aliyah and 
absorption needs.

The trip culminated with an emotional flight 
from Ethiopia to Israel for 209 olim (immigrants) 
who were accompanied by the delegation, which 
was followed by a celebratory ceremony at the air-
port. “It was so special to be a part of the journey 
of 209 Ethiopian Jews to our homeland, and the 
joy, courage and relief of the olim was palpable 
and awe inspiring. We are even more aware of the 
further work that must be done, as there are still 
almost 15,000 Ethiopian Jews remaining in Addis 
Ababa and Gondar who yearn to make Aliyah in 
their lifetimes.”

Pam Ehrenkranz, CEO of UJA-JCC Greenwich, 
notes, “Jewish Federations have worked side by 
side with their partner, The Jewish Agency for 
Israel, and the Israeli Government to help 100,000 
Ethiopian Jews realize their dream of making Aliyah 
and to support their absorption into Israeli society 
over the past few decades. We are thrilled that the 
support of contributors right here in Greenwich is 
able to have such a major impact on so many lives.” 

“The true heroes of the Ethiopian Aliyah are the 
olim themselves, who have waited so long for this 
moment, yet never lost ‘hatikvah’ – the hope – 
that they would one day reach the Land of Israel,” 
said Eric Fingerhut, President and CEO of Jewish 

Federations of North America. “It is a tre-
mendous privilege to know that for decades 
our Federation system has played an instru-
mental role in the Aliyah journey of these 
men, women and children, as well as in 
supporting their first steps in Israel.” In 
addition to funding that Jewish Federations 
like UJA-JCC Greenwich raise every year as 
part of their annual campaigns, Federations 
have also launched an emergency campaign 
this year that has raised to date $73 mil-
lion for humanitarian aid for Ukrainian 
refugees, as well as a $9 million campaign 
to support Aliyah from Ethiopia and the 
humanitarian needs of the community while they 
await approval to immigrate to Israel.

This Aliyah operation, known as Zur Israel, or 
Rock of Israel, will see a total of 3,000 Ethiopian 
olim arriving in Israel this year, joining 2,150 
others who arrived between December 2020 and 
May 2021. Many of these olim have waited more 

than 20 years to immigrate to Israel. The olim live 
in very difficult conditions in Addis Ababa and 
Gondar, and the funding that local Federations like 
UJA-JCC Greenwich provide is crucial to support-
ing their essential needs while awaiting Aliyah, as 
well as their absorption once in Israel.

See Maura Smotrich’s personal reflections on 
this mission at UJAJCC.org.

Two young girls waiting to emigrate to Israel.

Maura with an Ethiopian family just before boarding flight.
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Monday in the 
Library with Sondheim

THE GOLDEN TICKET SERIES RETURNS
December 5 • 7:00 PM

Ferguson Library, Stamford
See page 13 for more information
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Moms Moms YOU Deserve 
a Night Out! 

Save The Date
January  31 | 7:30 pm

Escape for an evening of some 
grown-up fun (and relaxation!) with 
the girls. Book your babysitter now! 

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

December 15 | 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
1 Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich

Grandparents, pick up books for your grandkids’ visits - 
and grab a latke at the same time. Choose from a variety of 
PJ Library books in our office to read to your grandkids. 

Register at UJAJCC.org or 
contact Cori:  203-552-1818

Grandparents, 
Free Jewish Books For You!Have extra PJ Library books? 

Donate tHem!
November 15 through December 1
Book Drop off During Business Hours

1 Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich

Declutter your house and do a mitzvah 
by donating your PJ Library books to 
local grandparents to share with their 
grandkids when they visit. Drop off 
gently used PJ Library books to our office.

Register at UJAJCC.org or 
contact Cori:  203-552-1818

Don’t hibernate all winter! Come join in the fun 
with other families with young children for winter crafts, 
cookie decorating, hot cocoa, pizza and stories.

Cozy pajamas welcomed

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

Sunday, February 5
$36 per family |  Time and Place TBA

Crafts, Cookies Crafts, Cookies 
 and and Coziness! Coziness!
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On October 20, the UJA-JCC Greenwich Women’s Philanthropy Board 
meeting welcomed special guest Gil Hoffman, Executive Director of 
HonestReporting, which fights for Israel across international media platforms.
Gil, originally from the United States, now lives in Jerusalem. He serves as a 
lecturer on political strategy at Israel’s College of Management and is a regular 
analyst on CNN, Al-Jazeera and other news outlets. During his 24 years as 
chief political correspondent and analyst for The Jerusalem Post, he interviewed 
every major figure across the Israeli and Palestinian political spectrum. Gil’s 
topic at the meeting was: Peace, Politics and Plutonium: An Insider’s look at the 
impact of Israel’s election on the military and media battlefields.

Also at the meeting, Maura Smotrich, Women’s Philanthropy Board 
member, shared her inspiring experience as part of a delegation of Federation 
leaders from across North America on a mission this September to return 
Ethiopian Jewry to Israel. We are very grateful to Maura for her incredible work 
in support of the Ethiopian Jew. To hear more about the mission or to support the 
cause, please contact Claudia@ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818.
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SHABBAT & HOLIDAY
CANDLE LIGHTING

TIMES

UJA-JCC Greenwich has been keeping up the pace 
when it comes to welcoming newcomers to Greenwich. 
This summer we experienced an influx of new families 
to the area. We were delighted to warmly welcome some 
of them at a coffee on September 20, at the home of 
Rachel Rubin, Newcomers Committee chair. UJA-JCC 
Greenwich Newcomers Committee is also holding a pot-
luck dinner on Saturday, December 10, at the home of 
Kim and Marty Sands. The evening is to welcome anyone 
newish to Jewish Greenwich. (See page 15.) To register 
visit ujajcc.org or email claudia@ujajcc.org.

If you are new to the community, or you know someone who 
recently moved to Greenwich, please email claudia@ujajcc.org 
or call 203-552-1818.

Welcome Coffees
Have Not Lost Any Steam

UJA-JCC Greenwich
Women’s Philanthropy Board Meeting

With Guest Speaker Gil Hoffman,
Executive Director of HonestReporting

The past few months have been a 
deeply personal time for me, both of pain 
and great pride. My parent’s homeland 
of Ukraine has been under brutal attack 
every day for eight months, and this has 
had a profound impact on me personally. 
Growing up within the Ukrainian 
community in Philadelphia, I came to see 
how vital commitment to a community 
is. The roots of strength begin with commitment and 
participation in many ways. Growing up Ukrainian meant 
that we were very involved in the Ukrainian Center, 
School, Church, and Soccer club.

A lifetime of involvement has guided my vision of 
involvement within our community here in Greenwich. 
After 16 years in the Jewish community, my deep roots 
have been a significant source of support for me as I have 
become more focused on Ukraine and her people. I never 
thought that life would come full circle and my Jewish and 
Ukrainian communities would overlap in this way.

My UJA-JCC Greenwich community, and especially 
the Women’s Philanthropy Board, have been incredibly 
generous in helping the Ukrainian people. I am 
overwhelmed by the outpouring of generosity and desire 
to help. I am extremely proud and grateful to our WP 
Board for nearly one hundred percent participation in 
the Ukrainian Matching Gift Challenge that I presented 
at the beginning of the summer. With this additional 
challenge, we raised more than $12,000, part of this 
money going to Ein Prat Lev Echad’s emergency response 
efforts for Ukraine. As the WP Board grows in strength 
and numbers, I feel blessed to work with and learn from 
a group of like-minded women who all share a common 
goal of doing good and leading by example.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Christine Toback, President Women’s Philanthropy

A Special Thank You from 
UJA-JCC Greenwich Women’s 
Philanthropy Board President
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When Dale Atkins spoke with her son Josh one shabbat dinner during 
lock down, little did she realize that she would soon be consummating a 
dream she didn’t even know she had. The dream-come-true would change 
her and her family’s life with a mere change of address. It would be a 
dream to rouse the envy of any Jewish grandparent who ever wished they 
could be in close proximity to their children and grandchildren.

With Covid vaccines but a distant hope early in the pandemic, Dale 
knew that having potential buyers view their house might put her and 
her husband, Robert Rosen, at risk. The couple lived in mid-Greenwich, 
while Josh shared a home in Old Greenwich with his wife, Yael, and 
their twins Eli and Eitan, younger son Asher and daughter Ayla. As it 
happened, the young family had bought property less than a mile away 
and were planning to sell their current house. Realty, and reality, shifted 
with Josh’s phone call to his mom on the morning following shabbat 
dinner. “You can move into our house, and we’ll move into our new one,” 
Dale recalls him saying.

With that, the three generations became neighbors, and the home 
that Eli, Eitan, Asher and Ayla grew up in now belonged to their 
grandparents. What used to take some planning could suddenly become 
spontaneous. “We’re going for a walk,” Dale or Rob began texting their 
grandkids. “Anybody want to come?” Nearby Tod’s Point is a favorite, or 
just strolling around Old Greenwich, which is itself an inter-generational 
haven. But for the Rosen-Atkins clan, one of the best things about sharing 
airspace is doing it “Jewishly.”

Perhaps nothing epitomizes the family tradition as much as their Friday 
night ritual called “the Highlight of the Week.” As Dale explains, “It’s 
something we share with each other about our week, something that 
was special, lovely, challenging.” She continues, “We light the candles. 
We say the prayers over the wine and the challah, which is often baked 
by Yael. We have a wonderful meal. If we’re at my house, we use my 
grandmother’s dishes, so our grandkids literally eat off the plates that their 
great-grandmother, my mother’s mother, passed down. The candlesticks 
are also from my mother. She was a very important part of their lives, as 
is Yael’s mother, whose beautiful pitcher that she gifted us graces our every 
Jewish feast.”

Shabbat dinner is one of many observances where the inter-generational 
instincts collide. Yael has a vivid memory of the outsized role it played as 
a girl growing up in the tightly knit Jewish community of San José, Costa 
Rica. “Friday night dinner was a must,” the Columbia MBA reflects. 
“When Josh and I decided not to send our kids to a Jewish day school in 
Greenwich, we thought the Friday night meal was a way to bring Judaism 
into our house. Our kids love it and most of their friends, who are not 
Jewish, do too. I get flowers delivered every Friday. It’s special.” Like 
Dale, Yael honors her forebears at the table. “I have some recipes from 
my grandmother, who survived Auschwitz and married my grandfather 
after the war,” she relays.

“We really try to celebrate every holiday as an extended family,” Yael 
adds. Gathering together for the High Holidays, Chanukah, Passover 
and more was always part of the Rosen-Atkins repertoire, even when 
Dale and Rob resided in Westport, and Yael and Josh called Manhattan 
home. “The commute was getting a bit tough,” Dale remembers. “It was 
a long schlep from Westport to West 70th Street.” In 2006, Dale and Rob 
upped stakes and settled in Greenwich “to be closer to the children and 
their growing brood – and to make it more accessible for them to come 
visit.” Four years later, Yael and Josh significantly narrowed the gap. Old 
Greenwich gained a new family and the Greenwich-New York corridor 
lost a flock of commuters.

For Dale, coming to Greenwich was a leap of troubled faith. “I 
didn’t know much about the town, but I recalled memories from my 
childhood of Greenwich being a less than welcoming community,” she 
recounts. “Now, among a more broadly diverse population, there is a 
sizable strongly identified Jewish community.” The noted psychologist, 

media commentator and author and her investor husband lost little 
time fortifying that identification, both for the community and for 
their own family members who would soon join it. “I feel it’s extremely 
important that the kids understand our family’s Jewish values, Jewish 
history, why Judaism deeply matters and why we’re proud to be Jewish,” 
she says. Whether in the privacy of home or through such community 
strongholds, such as PJ Library, Temple Sholom, Chabad and UJA-JCC 
Greenwich, the Rosen and Atkins family seniors and their offspring have 
invited irresistibly hamish connection across multiple generations.

“To see their relationship with our children, it’s so terrific,” enthuses 
Yael. “The boys are now full-on teenagers, and the fact that they still 
want to have lunch with their grandparents says everything about that 
rapport.” She continues, “Our friends note how special it is, because a lot 
of times teens don’t pay attention to their grandparents. But every week 
[Dale and Rob] invite one of our kids for dinner.”

“When I tell people my in-laws live less than a mile away, they go, ‘Oh 
no! How do you do it?’ For us it’s wonderful.”

Multiple Generations in One Town:
The Rosen-Atkins Family

Rye Country Day senior Ronan Borkar raised money through his 
fellowship program for Dignity Grows™, a UJA-JCC program. He 
donated 140 Dignity Grows bags to Community Centers, Inc. and 
Neighbor to Neighbor combined. UJA-JCC Greenwich would like to 
thank Ronan for his generous support of the Dignity Grows program. 
Thanks to Margie Black, UJA-JCC Greenwich Co-President, for her 
efforts in connecting Ronan to UJA-JCC Greenwich and the Dignity 
Grows program.

Ronan Borkar Does a Whole Lot of Good!

Claudia Brenner, Director Women’s Philanthropy, 
Ronan Borkar, and Rebecca Drago, Ronan’s mentor.



November 2022     Page 5

As a Rabbi I’ve had the opportunity to get to know so many families over 
the past 18 years. I’ve seen the wonderful relationship rituals that develop 
and I’ve also witnessed the trials and tribulations that all families go through. 
There are estranged relationships in some people’s lives, bitter arguments that 
end in divorce, the opposite of images that you see on social media of the 
picture-perfect family we hope to be part of.

It goes without saying that we all strive for love and peace in our relation-
ships at home and within our community. Our aim is to create a symbiotic 
relationship that elevates our souls and our being. When we sing Romemu 
each time we parade the Torah, we are asking God “please elevate us,” as we 
join together in the hope of elevating ourselves and one another.

I recently spent time with one particular couple who were contemplating 
a divorce after 24 years of marriage. I was particularly taken by an article in 
the New York Times last month, “How to fix a marriage in 7 days,” by John 
and Julie Gottman. They are renowned “love researchers,” who have shared 
their sage advice with thousands of couples. They claim that they can predict 
with a 90 percent accuracy rate whether a couple’s relationship will survive. 
Their method is simple: encourage couples to turn toward one another in 
their marriage. This can amount to the smallest of things, such as pointing 
out a beautiful bird outside to ones spouse, who then stops what he or she was 
doing so that the couple can admire the bird together. This seemingly small 
bid for contact once received and responded to establishes a real connection. 

The Gottmans have identified two kinds of relationship: the Masters and 
the Disasters. The Disasters are often disrespectful to one another and speak 
down to one another. Their relationship is filled with contempt rather than 
love. They often make snide comments to one another and name call. They 
stonewall one another as they fold their arms or even ignore each other. The 
Disasters think of their partner as their enemy and turn away. That lack of 
connection makes it very painful for both parties. The Disasters are in a con-
stant state of gridlock and are incapable of moving past any disagreement to 
arrive at a compromise. They feel polarized, and as a result constantly hurt 
each other’s feelings. The 1000 paper cuts result in a deep wound that finally 
needs medical attention.

Masters, on the other hand, accept responsibility and understand that 
marriage is hard and that they need to address any issues that come up in a 
consistent manner. They are proud of their partners and often say thank you 
and dole out sincere compliments daily, communicating gently with affection 

and respect.  Instead of issuing statements, they ask open-ended questions to 
stimulate discussion. The Masters’ bids for daily emotional connection are 
received positively and mutually by one another. If one spouse says: “Look 
at the beautiful sunset,” the other turns toward it and responds with shared 
appreciation. They are ready and willing to take the steps necessary that help 
re-energize their relationship. The Masters understand that even though their 
lives are busy, they will always make time for one another. They sprinkle 
laughter, hugs, and joyful interactions throughout the day. The foundation 
for their relationship is built on commitment, friendship and trust. That 
trust in one another buffers against emotional distance, because each knows 
that their partner won’t leave when the going gets tough. The Masters know 
how to compromise and cope with their differences and quickly move from 
gridlock to dialogue for the sake of peace. When Masters experience stress, 
they take some time and space to calm down and then come back to speak 
with their partner because they still feel safe and loved.

Becoming a Master takes small steady steps, which can begin building back 
trust in one another. Start by remembering that you are on the same team and 
consciously choose to forgive one another. Acknowledge and understand that 
the weight of a negative comment outweighs a positive one by a 5-1 ratio. Try 
to deliver more thoughtful affirmations to one another. Don’t be a “mistake 
collector” but rather a “compliment maker,” and forget about the past so as to 
move freely into the future. You can build back your emotional connection by 
making more date nights for dinners, leaving thoughtful notes, and listening 
attentively to one another as you share stories. 

As we approach Thanksgiving, I am particularly grateful that the couple 
who were on the brink of divorce chose to remain together. They intend to 
move forward consciously obliterating the past wrongdoings and focusing 
on why they chose one another in the first place. We can all learn to break 
down the walls to unlock our hearts. Marriage is just two imperfect people 
devoted to being with one another who must try harder to communicate and 
say what they need. If you want to live the life you aspire to, share your hopes 
and dreams with your spouse. Choose to turn toward one another in love and 
gratitude with a renewed appreciation for all the goodness that we bring to 
one another. After all, it’s our own relationship in our lives that matters most.

Editor’s Note: The spiritual leaders of Greenwich alternate in providing messages for each 
issue of the Greenwich Jewish News. These comments are those of the authors alone and are not 
meant to reflect the opinions of UJA-JCC Greenwich

Clergy’s Corner

Y Turn Toward One Another in Love Y
by Rabbi Deborah Salomon, Hebrew Wizards/Kehilat Shalom

Suzanne Shemin Katz
d: 203.618.3161
c: 917.902.4472

suzanne.katz@sothebyshomes.com

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark.

GREENWICH BROKERAGE | sothebyshomes.com/greenwich
1 PICKWICK PLAZA, GREENWICH, CT

Personal and 
Commercial Insurance

 
 

Steve Batkin

stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com

worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin

Happy Chanukah
from

The hallway next to Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy’s Gildor Child 
Center is getting a new look, 
courtesy of Yael Shmilovitch’s art 
students. Next time you’re stopping 
by BCHA, check out the hallway and 
get an up close and personal view of 
the school’s logo that was painted by 
outstanding young artists!

BCHA Hallway Gets a 
Makeover
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Connecting the Dots to Jewish Education 
Experience the Joy of Judaism.  
HEBREW WIZARDS is 18 this year, celebrating 
Life Long Friendships, Learning, Field Trips, 
Crafts, B Mitzvahs, Carnivals,
Community Services, High Holidays, 
Shabbat Celebrations & Life Cycles. 
Enroll and join us for the 2nd Semester. 

Hebrew Wizards

 
 

 

Upcoming Classes Include: 

 

We welcome you to join us
for our upcoming classes via Zoom

with Spiritual Leader, Rabbi David E. Levy
Tuesdays 7:30 – 8:30 PM

To register for one or all
of these classes visit

www.congrega�onshirami.org 

Although we have started coming together 
in-person for services this fall, the congrega�on has 
opted to con�nue offering our classes via Zoom, to 

allow easy access to our inspiring classes, for all 
who would like to par�cipate.

Living in Jewish Time:
In this monthly class we will consider 
what the Jewish calendar has to teach 
us about how we live in the world. What 
does Purim teach us about 
An�-Semi�sm? How do we vote our 
values on Elec�on Day? Each �me we 
gather, we’ll unpack our Jewish calendar
to find meaning in every day.
10/25 Vo�ng as a Jewish Value
11/15 Sigd: Being a Jewish Minority in a
Jewish Society
12/13 The Story of Chanukah and 
Religious Extremism
1/10 Modern Day Prophets

Asking Big Ques�ons – Rosh
Chodesh for Women and Men
Why are we here? What does 
community look like? How do we find 
meaning? The best ques�ons o�en 
don’t have concrete answers but we 
enrich ourselves by struggling with the 
ques�ons. We look forward to 
unpacking these ques�ons together.
11/1 How do we disagree?
12/6 How do you think about God?
1/24 How do we talk about Israel?

Temple Sholom has been selected by 
the Anti-Defamation League as one of 
113 synagogues across the United States 
to participate in their inaugural program 
Kulanu: Synagogues in Action Against Antisemitism. Senior 
Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz of Temple Sholom, proudly 
shared the synagogue’s acceptance into the 8-month 
program in his second day of Rosh Hashanah sermon. 
Said Rabbi Mitch: “Let’s remember it’s not our ideas, it’s 
our behaviors that count the most. I’m asking you to join 
me in becoming an advocate.”

Through Kulanu – meaning “all of us” in Hebrew – 
Temple Sholom will have exclusive access to experts and 
resources from ADL on how to have critical conversations 
about antisemitism and other forms of bigotry, and how to 
properly cultivate the tools to respond through education, 
community engagement and advocacy. Over the next few 
months, the synagogue will also participate in a series 
of interactive webinars designed to build meaningful 
connections between congregations and to pilot new 
initiatives for engaging external audiences in broader 
communities.

“Fighting antisemitism takes a whole of society 
approach, and we are committed to working with Jewish 
congregations from all denominations as we expand 
our work in response to the historically high level of 
antisemitic incidents we’ve witnessed in the past few 
years,” shared Jonathan Greenblatt, ADL CEO, in a press 
release about the program’s launch.

To learn more about Temple Sholom’s involvement in 
Kulanu or its upcoming initiatives, please contact Gina 
Cristino, Manager of Communications and Community 
Relations, at gina.cristino@templesholom.com.

Temple Sholom Joins New 
ADL Cohort of

Synagogues in Action 
Against AntisemitismWant to know how much 

your home is worth? 

Licensed RE Salesperson, NY & CT
917.816.6733  l  

Stacy.Young@Raveis.com
StacyYoung.Raveis.com

45 Field Point Rd, Greenwich, CT 06830

Connecting the Dots to Jewish Education
Experience the Joy of Judaism.

HEBREW WIZARDS is 18 this year,
celebrating Lifelong Friendships Learning,
Field Trips, Carfts, B Mitzvahs, Carnivals, 

Community Services, High Holidays,
Shabbat Celebrations & Life Cycles.

Enroll and join us for the 2nd Semester.

HEBREW WIZARDS
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“Neighbor to Neighbor is immensely grateful for the support we receive from GRS. The Yom Kippur 
food drive this year provided 24 crates of food for our food pantry. Food drives allow us to provide not 
only a variety of foods, but often allow us to distribute “family sizes” to our larger families. Neighbor 
to Neighbor is currently providing food assistance to approximately 500 households in Greenwich. An 
average food drive is distributed within 48 hours, as we serve approximately 100 families a day. We are 
truly thankful for our partnership with Greenwich Reform Synagogue!” – Margaret Tjimos Goldberg, 
Executive Director, Neighbor to Neighbor

To keep the food donations coming year round, the GRS Social Action Committee has placed a 
weatherproof plastic storage bin that sits just to the right of the synagogue’s entrance doors. Whenever 
you’re near 92 Orchard Street in Cos Cob, please leave some non-perishable food for a weekly Neighbor 
to Neighbor pickup. It’s so easy to make a difference to our neighbors in need, and what a great lesson to 
share with your kids. It’s a mitzvah, especially with Thanksgiving and other upcoming holidays!

Social Action at Greenwich Reform

It’s a busy time of the year for Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy’s new Director of Admissions, 
but Bonnie Marcus wouldn’t want it any other 
way.

“The first few months at my new position 
have been both exciting and rewarding,” said 
Mrs. Marcus. “BCHA is truly the best place to 
work.”

Mrs. Marcus’ experience is stellar, and it’s 
obvious that she’s up to the task. As the Director 
of Special Events at the 92nd Street Y in New 
York, she worked very closely with the nursery 
school, as well as managed the organization’s 

events and fundraising efforts.
“I am very excited to bring my skills to 

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy and watch the 
school continue to flourish in the years to 
come,” said Mrs. Marcus.

“From unique science experiments and creative 
art projects to delicious baking demonstrations 
and much more, your children will always 
remember their first experience at Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy,” Mrs. Marcus said.

To say that Mrs. Marcus knows a thing 
or two about the positive and welcoming 
experience at Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy is an 

understatement. She has two 
children that have graduated 
from the school, and one 
that is currently enrolled in 
the Upper School.

“My three sons absolutely 
loved their time at BCHA,” 
said Mrs. Marcus. They 
loved the academic rigor 
that the school provides, 
combined with the warmth 
and individualized attention 
of small class sizes and award-winning faculty.

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy’s New Director of Admissions

Every year at Yom Kippur, the members of Greenwich Reform “fill the van” for Neighbor to Neighbor, a Greenwich nonprofit 
organization that seeks to improve the lives of financially challenged residents throughout the Greenwich area. 

Bonnie Marcus, 
Director of 

Admissions at 
BCHA.
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Join us for Chanukah Live 2022
Saturday, December 17th

6:30 – 8:30 PM

Music ~ Light ~ Celebra�on!

Work concluded on the enhancement 
of security and safety at Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy by installing steel 
posts used as a deterrent around vulner-
able areas of the building. The work was 
being performed pursuant to the rec-
ommendation of Michael Shanbrom, 
Regional Security Advisor, furnished to 
BCHA by the UJF of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien, UJA-JCC 
Greenwich and Jewish Federation of 
Western Connecticut, and an indepen-
dent security firm that the school previously retained to perform an assessment of the 
facility. Many thanks to Bob Katchko, Katchko & Sons Construction Company, who 
performed the work

Greenwich Reform’s favorite author is returning to GRS 
on Sunday, December 4 at 10 am to discuss his most recent 
project, an eight-episode podcast about the history of Jews and 
antisemitism in the Ivy League, called Gatecrashers, featuring one 
episode on each Ivy League school. It’s been nearly a century 
since Columbia imposed a quota on the number of Jews it would 
accept, with other schools quickly following suit. He’s dug up a 
lot of information that is new – or mostly unknown, or all too 
often forgotten and overlooked, or previously known but still 
jaw-dropping: Columbia’s special campus in Brooklyn, meant to absorb Jews (and other 
undesirables, like Italians); the 1958 scandal at Princeton, when many Jews were shut 
out of the eating clubs; Harvard’s ranking system of J1 to J3, indicating the likelihood 
that a student was Jewish. There’s also fun stuff, like how Brown students found kosher 
food in the 1950s, and a leadership coup at a Jewish sorority at Penn in the late 1980s.

Above all, he shows how the entire edifice of college admissions – from the application 
form, to the interview, to the search for “geographical diversity” – was created to exclude 
Jews. Working on this show has reframed how he sees American Jewish history.

Mark recommends listening to the podcast series (in advance) by downloading 
Gatecrashers from Apple Podcast (it’s free!).

About Mark Oppenheimer: Mark was a religion editor for the New York Times, is a 
current editor-at-large for Tablet Magazine, and host of the popular weekly podcast, 
Unorthodox, where he discusses Jews, the media and Israel. In addition to numerous 
magazine articles, his books include Squirrel Hill: The Tree of Life Synagogue Shooting & 
the Soul of a Neighborhood and the Newish Jewish Encyclopedia.

All are welcome and attendance at this bagel brunch is free, but RSVPs are required; call 
GRS at 203-627-0018 or email Lisa@GRS.org.

Security Enhancements at BCHA

Mark Oppenheimer to Speak at 
Greenwich Reform on His Podcast, 
Gatecrashers, Sunday, December 4

Our Teen Wizards 5783
From High Holiday singing, to chanting the Torah, 

to teaching in our school, to serving as role models, the 
new generation of leaders is ready to change the world.
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Dignity Grows™  provides assistance to individuals in need of menstrual 
products and toiletries by providing a pre-packaged, one month’s supply. 

Did you know that more than 20% of individuals in the US suffer from period poverty, 
lacking the resources to purchase basic feminine hygiene necessities? 

  
Please consider donating a Dignity Pack – all it takes is $18 

to impact someone’s life for 30 days! 

Thank you to The Greenwich United Way and the Town of Greenwich for their grants to support this program.

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

Help Fight Period Poverty

Help local families who cannot afford to buy Chanukah 
gifts for their children.  

AND

Give a Chanukah gift to a local Holocaust Survivor.

To view each family’s WISH list, and for suggested gift 
items for local Holocaust survivors, go to UJAJCC.ORG 
or email claudia@ujajcc.org.

Thank you for the support!
Program Chair, Shelby Katz

UJA-JCC Greenwich Women’s
Philanthropy Chanukah Gift Drive!

2 WAYS TO GIVE
There were many meaningful stories and messages shared at High 

Holiday Services this year. But one of the sermons given by Rabbi David 
E. Levy of Shir Ami resonated with many of us on a daily basis since 
hearing it at Yom Kippur.

As part of his sermon, Rabbi Levy shared with us a very moving 
story about a young man, brought up to hate others and who was 
being groomed to become the future leader of the KKK. Thankfully, he 
changed his attitude for the better, not in response to the people who 
hated him back, but through the kindness of a Jewish man at his college 
who reached out to get to know him and become his friend. We live in a 
world and a country that is consistently and carefully encouraging us to 
hate the other. Hate breeds hate: but it doesn’t have to be this way! Dr. 
King reminds us: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that.”

Rabbi Levy went on to share that many of us are worrying about the 
future of our country and our world unless we can escape this feedback 
loop of hatred. We can be the agents of change. Each of us has work to 
do to stop reflexively hating someone else because of what they believe in.

You can read Rabbi Levy’s full sermon from Yom Kippur morning at 
https://www.congregationshirami.org/high-holidays.html.

Reflections on the
Corrosive Impact of Hate
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Make your child’s first drop-off TERRIFIC!
Introduce your toddler (15-22 months) to their first 
“drop off” experience. This three-hour class will give 
your child the opportunity to socialize, play, create, and 
grow independently.

For more information contact Sarah Gregoire at 203.489.3084 or sgregoire@stamfordjcc.org 

/stamford.jcc

stamfordjcc.org

@jccstamford

Terrific Tots

Ask about Blooming Babies!
BIRTH - 2 YEARS (with parent or caregiver)

Tuesdays & Thursdays       9 AM - 12 PM

Wednesdays at 9:15 AM

Welcoming Chief Jim Heavey and Greenwich Police Officers
to One Holly Hill Lane

UJA-JCC Greenwich hosted members of the local police department for breakfast on September 29. The morning was an opportunity 
to say thank you for the important work they do each and every day to ensure that our community remains safe. Margie Black, UJA-JCC 
Greenwich Co-President, Christine Toback, Women’s Philanthropy President, and Michael Shanbrom, our Regional Security Advisor, 
were in attendance to welcome the officers.

As part of Shir Ami’s High 
Holidays observance, we 
always select some organi-
zations that our TIKVAH 
Social Action Team would 
like to support. This year the 
donations were earmarked to 
address hunger, and we select-
ed two outstanding local orga-
nizations that provide food for 
those in need.

Rachel Kornfield and 
Melissa Basile-Reolon, from 
Jewish Family Services of 
Greenwich’s Shopping for 
Seniors program, were delight-
ed to receive our donation to 
help home-bound seniors. The volunteers often become friends with the 
individuals they shop for, thus providing needed groceries as well as good 
company.

Lisa Rich and Matt Greenberg, from the Freedberg Kosher Pantry run 
by the Schoke Jewish Family Services of Stamford, were also very grateful 
to receive Shir Ami’s donation. The pantry enables those in need of food 
and toiletries to shop for a large variety of items, all kosher. The pantry 
also delivers food to the home-bound, and provides needed transportation 
assistance.

Ronny Kaplan, Social Action Chairperson, and Barbara Salop, long-time 
member, presented the checks on behalf of Congregation Shir Ami to both 
of these worthy organizations.

To learn more about Shir Ami’s Social Action projects, visit the Social Action 
page on our website www.congregationshirami.org.

Shir Ami Helps Prevent Hunger
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The Lunch & Learn program is generously 
sponsored by Rita Edelston.  

December 1
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag
Is the Wailing Wall Really Holy?

December 8
Rabbi Greg Wall
Shedding Light on Chanukah

December 15
Rabbi Irwin Huberman
Why Jews Cherish Disagreements

December 22
Rabbi Moshe Edelman
The Chapter That No One Learns

December 29
Yuliya Mazur
Uncommon Valor

November 17
Rabbi Daniel Cohen
The Legacies of Sarah and Abraham 

November 24 
Thanksgiving - No Class

Lunch & Learn
Every Thursday Nov. 17 - Dec. 31 

from 12:30 – 1:30 pm
To attend in person and have lunch, you must register online 
at UJAJCC.ORG or call 203-552-1818 no later than the day 

before the program. Spots for in person are limited. 

Photos by Aviva Maller

Pre-Rosh Hashanah Challah Bake
Co-sponsored by UJF Stamford and 

UJA-JCC Greenwich,
with Idan Chabasov, the Challah Prince, 

on September 18
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Established in 1948 just weeks after the 
founding of the State of Israel, Maccabi USA 
supports athletic and educational programs 
that embody the ideals of Jewish continuity, 
Zionism, and excellence in sport, providing 
Jewish athletes with the opportunity to share 
their heritage and customs in competitive 
settings while building Jewish pride, 
community, and connection to Israel.

In July, Maccabi USA sent a delegation 
of 1,351 Jewish athletes, coaches, trainers, 
doctors, media, and support staff to the 21st 
Maccabiah Games in Jerusalem. This was 
the largest traveling delegation ever to any 
international multi-sport event. “Once again, 
the Games were a remarkable combination of 

athletic competition, reaffirmation of Jewish 
identity and celebration of Israel and the 
Jewish spirit,” said tennis player Nancy Neff, 
winner of this year’s Gold medal in the Grand-
Masters Womens 65+ Singles competition and 
Silver medal in Grand-Masters Womens 65+ 
Mixed Doubles.

Thirteen other Greenwich-area residents 
joined the 2022 Maccabi USA delegation 
in addition to Neff. They are: Scott Kalb, 
Grand-Masters Tennis Co-chair; Geoffrey 
Thaw, Executive Committee Member; Stuart 
Weitzman, Maccabi USA Flagbearer for 21st 
Maccabiah; and Stefan Greenberg, Soccer 
Masters 45+ Co-chair. Greenwich athletes of 
note include: Bennett Klein, U18 Squash 

(competed on Mixed Team3, won team 
Bronze); Sofia Wang, U18 Water Polo (won 
team Silver); Jasper Dermont, U18 Wrestling 
(exhibition sport); Stuart Weitzman, Masters 
Table Tennis (won team Bronze); Sophie and 
Julia Freedman, (teammates in Gold medal 
Women’s Field Hockey); Philip Risman, 
Open Golf (finished 16th in individual gross 
scoring, won team Silver); Warren Klein, 
Open Squash (won team Silver); and Harrison 
Goldenberg, U18 Track and Field (won 400-
meter Bronze).

More than just athletics, the Maccabiah 
experience for many members of the American 
delegation included a six-day cultural-educa-
tional program known as Israel Connect.

Greenwich Area Athletes Excel at Maccabi USA Games

Scott Kalb with doubles partner Neil Schechter 
winning gold in doubles

Shari, Robert and Bryan Alter with fellow athlete Stuart Weitzman

Judith Kallman of Greenwich, CT with her grandson
Bryan Alter, 23, of Englewood, NJ

Stuart Weitzman, Maccabi USA Flagbearer for 21st Maccabiah
Philip Risman won team Silver in 

Open Golf

Philip Risman finished 16th in 
individual gross scoring

in Open GolfNancy Neff and Scott Kalb at the opening ceremonies
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Enjoy the Davis Film Festival (at home)!
Grab your popcorn and enjoy these quality films from the comfort of your own couch for $9 each.

All features streaming through 9PM on the final day of showing.

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

AMERICA
Sunday, February 19 at 5 p.m. to Tuesday, February 21 at 9 p.m.
Eli is a private, soft-spoken Israeli swimming coach living in Chicago. One day, he receives a call that his father has passed away. Upon returning 
to Tel Aviv, he meets up with his childhood friend, Yotam and his fiancée, Iris (Oshrat Ingadeshet, Best Actress prizewinner at the Jerusalem Film 
Festival), who run a flower shop together. Suddenly, in the blink of an eye, a tragedy sets off a chain of events for these three individuals, unlocking 
their hidden desires, secrets and torments.

Ofir Raul Grazier / Drama / Israel / 127 min.

THE MAN IN THE BASEMENT
Sunday, December 11 at 5 p.m. to Tuesday, December 13 at 9 p.m.
Simon (Jérémie Renier) lives with his wife (Bérénice Bejo) and their daughter in an old Parisian apartment that has 
belonged to his Jewish family for generations. They decide to sell the cellar to a retired history teacher (François Cluzet), 
but after the deal is done, they begin to uncover disturbing facts about his past. Based on a true story, this provocative 
and superbly acted psychological thriller about the antisemitism that lurks beneath the surface of modern society will 
keep you guessing from one unsettling moment to the next. 

Philippe Le Guay / Dramatic Thriller / France / 114

MARCH ‘68
Sunday, March 19 at 5 p.m. to Tuesday, March 21 at 9 p.m.
Did you know that antisemitism masked as antizionism forced as many as 20,000 Jews to emigrate from Poland in the wake of the Six 
Day War? March ‘68 centers on two students, who meet in Warsaw amidst the social turmoil and state censorship of 1968. Though at first 
political, the young lovers take to the streets protesting against the unlawful expulsion of their colleagues from University and banned 
performances at the National Theatre. Hania’s parents lose their jobs in the antisemitic purge, while Janek’s father (and, to a point, his 
mother) falls on the opposite side of the March barricade. History, politics and romance converge in a gripping and rarely told story of Jewish 
persecution in communist Poland.

Krzysztof Lang / Poland / Drama / 115 min.

THE CENTER FOR 

  JEWISH COMMUNITY, 

     CULTURE & CARING

DAVIS

FILM
FESTIVAL

To shine a light on Antisemitism; the December film is free!

December 5 • 7:00 PM
Ferguson Library, Stamford

Enjoy a tribute to Stephen Sondheim with songs from 
some of his most iconic musicals, including “Sunday 
in the Park with George,” “Follies,” “Sweeney Todd,” 
“Company” and “Anyone Can Whistle.” Broadway legend 
Jack Viertel narrates the history behind the songs.

$360 | Patron, includes 4 tickets
$180 | Sponsor, includes 2 tickets

$50 | Advance ticket
$60 | At the door

Register at UJAJCC.org 
or call 203-552-1818

Director: Marissa Cortese

Musical Director: Zachary Kampler

Vocalists: Rebecca Cooper, 
Marissa Cortese, Nancy Meyer, 
Tyler Panek, Brian Rosenblum 

Monday in the Library with Sondheim
THE GOLDEN TICKET SERIES RETURNS
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The second cohort of Teen Changemakers is off to a fast and furi-
ous start! More than 25 strong, these high schoolers are a formidable 
bunch. This group of teens attend a variety of local schools. They 
will be tasked with learning about Jewish philanthropy, raising funds 
and allocating those funds to charities. They still have quite a few 
laps to go before the finish line (accomplishing their philanthropic 
goals), but they are already showing great skill and determination.

While demonstrating fierce competition on the race track, as a 
group they will learn how to work cooperatively as a team. We are 
confident that they will all be able to take a victory lap in the spring 
when they see all of their hard work pay off.

Teen Changemakers

Working Meeting of the Cohort, November 6
Focusing on Questions Like
Who Are the People in Your
Jewish Neighborhood and

How Can We Reach Consensus?
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Dinner with (New) Friends

The Newcomers Committee invites you to 
dinner at the home of Kim and Marty Sands.

Be our guest on Saturday, December 10 at 7:30pm
(Address provided upon registration)

This event is for anyone new-ish to Jewish Greenwich!

Newcomers Chair: Rachel Rubin

Register at UJAJCC.org 
or call 203-552-1818

We are pleased to announce 
an addition to our team: Abigail 
Davis will be the lead facilitator 
of our Teen Changemakers 
program. This is a global effort 
aimed at engaging teens in 
philanthropy with the mission 
of “helping others achieve better 
lives and improved living situations…through a 
Jewish lens.” 

Abigail comes to UJA-JCC Greenwich from 
New York’s Central Synagogue and Congregation 
Orach Chaim, where she has served as educator 
and youth director, respectively. A native of North 
Carolina, she was drawn to the Big Apple to pursue 
a career in Jewish education. Abigail received her 
undergraduate degree in Business Administration 
from Hofstra University and went on to earn 
a Masters in Jewish Education at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, while pursuing a MASA 
Israel Teaching Fellowship.

When she’s not teaching Jewish values, she can 
be found infusing flavors from her travels into her 
culinary passions of baking and cooking.

Thank you to Jessica and Adam Hirsch for their 
sponsorship of this program.

UJA-JCC Greenwich 
Welcomes Lead Facilitator 

for Teen Changemakers 
Program

The New Hebrew Wizards/Kehilat Shalom Sanctuary 
Celebrating 18 Years as we welcomed back our alumni 
students and happy to welcome in our new families. 
We were grateful for the tent that brought in the 
sunshine for Rosh Hashanah and kept us warm and 
dry for Yom Kippur services

The New Hebrew Wizards/
Kehilat Shalom Sanctuary
Celebrating 18 Years as we welcomed 

back our alumni students and happy to 
welcome in our new families. We were 

grateful for the tent that brought in the 
sunshine for Rosh Hashanah and kept us 
warm and dry for Yom Kippur services.

Margie Black, Pam Ehrenkranz and 
Claudia Brenner represented Greenwich 
at the General Assembly, where they 
joined more than 1,200 Jewish communal 
leaders at the Jewish Federations’ three-
day gathering. First held 90 years ago, 
the General Assembly is the most 
consequential gathering of the leadership 
of the North American Jewish community, 
and brings together Jewish leaders of 
diverse backgrounds in a space that fosters 
productive dialogue and debate.

This year’s General Assembly focused 
on responses to the geopolitical challenges 
and global events impacting the Jewish 
population, and the challenges and opportunities in building flourishing Jewish communities. 
Topics discussed included the urgency of Jewish communal security, Jewish Federations’ 
response to the Ukraine crisis, and the uncertainties that lie ahead for Jews in Ukraine and 

Russia, plus new initiatives and partnerships to help 
combat the rise in anti-semitism.

General Assembly Convened in Chicago

Margie Black, Pam Ehrenkranz, and 
Claudia Brenner at the National Jewish 
Security Operations Command Center at 

SCN Headquarters in Chicago.

Women CEOs of Jewish Federations, hosted by
Julie Platt, JFNA chair.

Pam, Margie and Claudia with colleagues from
UJF Stamford and Michael Bloom from JFACT.
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On September 1, Michael Shanbrom, UJA-JCC Green-
wich Regional Security Advisor, conducted Countering 
Active Threats and Scenario Based Security training with 
faculty and staff of Gan of Greenwich Preschool.

Regional Security Training 
Continues

After a long hiatus due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, Temple Sholom’s Jewish Network 
of Young Couples (JNYC) gathered in-person 
for a festive Autumn Mingle to welcome the 
Jewish New Year and kick-off a year of exciting 
programming ahead. The social evening took 
place on September 17 at Zachys Wine & 
Liquor in Port Chester and was co-hosted by 
Kimberly and Harold Lander, Rachel and Garrett Lustig, Katrina and Josh Geltman, and 
Erica and Stephen Schachter. Couples in their 20’s and 30’s (with or without children) 
enjoyed wine tasting and hors d’oeuvres in the fun and unique setting. “It was great to 
connect with other young Jewish couples in Greenwich and the surrounding area,” said 
Kimberly Lander. “Everyone was eager to mingle, and Zachys put on such a wonderful 
event for us. I’m looking forward to more JNYC events this year.”

Founded in 2010, the Jewish Network of Young Couples is one of Temple Sholom’s 
longest-running social groups, with many participants forming lifelong connections and 
friendships through activities such as bowling, game and trivia nights, dessert socials, 
and dinner outings. “We are thrilled to have JNYC back in the mix following the 
pandemic and have already received so much interest from both Temple members and 
non-members in Fairfield and Westchester Counties,” said Lori Baden, Temple Sholom’s 
Associate Executive Director. “Many couples are already volunteering as hosts and are 
generating creative ideas for new meet-ups.”

Currently slated for November is “Cocktails and Cars,” an evening of automobiles, 
aperativos and appetizers hosted by Leah and Matthew Ivanhoe at The Cultivated 
Collector, home of rare and collector vehicles in New Canaan, CT.

For more information about Temple Sholom’s Jewish Network of Young Couples, please 
contact lori.baden@templesholom.com.

Temple Sholom’s Jewish Network of
Young Couples Welcomes New Year and 

New Friendships at Autumn Mingle

	 	 Wizards Sukkah Decoration Celebration 
     A gorgeous day to celebrate our Harvest Holiday 
      With our Wizards I & Wizards II StudentsWizards Sukkah Decoration Celebration

A gorgeous day to celebrate our Harvest Holiday
with our Wizards I & Wizards II Students
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Rabbi Jordie Gerson of Greenwich 
Reform Synagogue will lead a six-
part exploration of Jewish theologies, 
discussing different ideas about God, 
extending from the Biblical period until 
today. We’ll look at biblical, Kabbalist, 
feminist, and transnatural theologies. 
We’ll explore the work of Martin Buber 
(I-Thou), Abraham Joshua Heschel (God in Search of 
Man) and Eugene Borowitz (Covenantal Theology). If you 
consider yourself an atheist, an agnostic, or don’t believe 
in a man in the sky who acts with agency in the world, or 
just want to reframe how you understand prayer, liturgy, 
and Jewish thought, this is the class for you. No prior 
knowledge or Hebrew is required, and all are welcome.

This six-part course will start on December 11, and will 
meet at Greenwich Reform Synagogue on Sundays at 10 
am. Each class is a stand-alone program, so please join us 
even if you can’t attend them all. Everyone is welcome to 
attend this free program, but RSVPs are required. Please 
contact Lisa@GRS.org or call 203-629-0018.

Tell Me About The God 
You Don’t Believe In

Celebrate Chanukah at GRS!
Join us on Friday, December 16 for a pre-Chanukah celebration with Tot 

Services at 5:30 pm, followed by a festive Shabbat dinner and Family Services 
at 7 pm. Students in the GRS Religious School will continue their Chanukah 
celebration on Sunday, December 18.

For more information, please call 203-629-0018 or email Lisa@GRS.org.
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH

CEO’s Corner
In September Jewish Family Services of Greenwich 

was approved by HIAS as a full resettlement agency, 
becoming one of 26 nationwide affiliates. The past 
year has brought incredible growth and expansion 
for JFS Greenwich with the addition of our Afghan 
and Ukrainian refugee services. The tag line of 
HIAS, “Welcome the Stranger,” resonates deeply 
with the mission of JFS of Greenwich and with me 
personally.

In the summer of 1988, I met a girl named Olia on 
my first day at Camp Laurelwood, a Jewish overnight camp in Madison, 
CT. Olia had a thick accent, and told me she came from the former 
Soviet Union. I thought it was so “cool” that she lived in an apartment 
inside Ezra Academy, where she went to school, and her dad worked as a 
handyman. During that first summer Olia had lots of questions. I vividly 
remember our bunkmates giggling when she didn’t know what a “toad” 
was during a nature activity. I don’t remember giggling – just explaining 
what it meant, since that word, among many others were new to her. Olia 
and I became the best of friends. She lit a candle at my bat mitzvah. We 
spent time together as young adults finding our way in New York City. 
Social media has allowed us to remain connected after we married and 
had children.

It was not until a recent Facebook post, 35 years after we met, that I 
learned that Olia was a Ukrainian refugee resettled by HIAS in 1988. The 
post detailed her upcoming play, “The Fifth Paragraph.” It tells the story 
of her childhood immigration journey from Ukraine to Woodbridge, 
CT. I immediately reached out to her to have a serious catch-up call! As 
always it was as if no time had passed. Prior to working with refugees at 
JFS of Greenwich, I had no real understanding of the challenges Olia’s 
family had faced. To me they were just a beautiful family from the former 
Soviet Union. I felt I should apologize for my naivete, but Olia did not 
expect that. With her never-ending positivity, she detailed to me how 
many people fought for her family to come safely to the United States. 
She has so much gratitude, and is proud of the work that we doing at JFS 
of Greenwich, particularly because it is through HIAS.

Responding to the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine as a HIAS resettlement 
agency has provided me with a profound link between my personal and 
professional lives. I saw Olia as a child, just like me. Even with her thick 
accent and constant questions trying to learn the nuances of American 
culture, we saw each other simply as fellow human beings. The Jewish 
community brought us together as children thirty-five years ago. I am 
grateful to the Greenwich Jewish community for laying the groundwork to 
“Welcome the Stranger” back in the early 1990’s when JFS of Greenwich 
resettled several Jewish families from the former Soviet Union, as well as 
to all those who continue to support this important mission today.

–Rachel Kornfeld, LCSW, SBL
Chief Executive Officer

Jewish Family Services of Greenwich

Jewish Family Services 
of Greenwich is happy 
to collaborate and part-
ner with local agencies in 
Greenwich. Our FACTS 
program, (Families Affected 
by COVID-19 Transition 
Services), helps Greenwich 
families who have been finan-
cially impacted during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Last 
summer the YMCA awarded 
grants so that children from 
our FACTS program could 
attend summer camp. The generosity of the YMCA did not end there – 
children in our FACTS program were invited to participate in “Back-to-
School” night, where they were able to “shop” for back-to-school items 
such as backpacks, clothing, coats, and shoes. When Samantha and her 
mom came to the JFS Farm Stand the following Tuesday, she was so 
excited to tell everyone at JFS about the “sparkly shoes” she picked out. 
We look forward to continuing this partnership throughout the upcom-
ing year! JFS is also grateful to the other local agencies and donors who 
have made the back-to-school transition smooth and stylish by donating 
fun backpacks and back-to-school supplies! 

The Power of Partnership
by Melissa Basile-Reolon

Jewish Community Outreach
by Larry Stoogenke, Director of Community Engagement

Every Friday, JFS of 
Greenwich and Greenwich 
Hospital partner for a 
Shabbat service at 1:00 
on Zoom. Recently, one 
of our regular participants 
asked if a friend could join 
us anonymously. I made it 
clear that our services are 
open to the public, and we 
would love to have her. She 
did join our Zoom session, 
initially with her camera off. I welcomed her and let her know that she 
could participate at whatever level felt right for her. Others participants 
also engaged with her. Eventually she turned on her camera, and even did 
one of the readings. At the conclusion of the service, we encouraged her 
to join us again, and we said we hoped that she had gotten something 
meaningful from the experience.

To our surprise, she broadened her screen and introduced us to her 
husband. They shared with us how they met, where they are in their life, 
and how much they enjoyed the service. They said, “it’s exactly what we 
needed,” and emphasized how welcome they felt and how they wanted to 
“carry this feeling into the weekend and weeks ahead.” We all felt a level 
of satisfaction knowing that we changed the course of someone’s day for 
the better.

Our Shabbat and Healing services are designed to be welcoming and 
have an intentional focus on inclusivity. If you are feeling isolated or 
disconnected, please join us, and maybe you too will get “exactly what 
you need.”
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH
Change is an Opportunity

by Kimberly Wolfson-Lisack
The rooms and halls of 1 Holly Hill Lane are buzzing with activity 

and change! Jewish Family Services of Greenwich recently outgrew its 
flagship location and expanded into additional space just down the 
street. Our original office now houses all clinical counseling services, 
community case management, and programming for senior citizens. 
What was once a single-use office now has bookshelves displaying brightly 
colored children’s books, board games, comfort stuffed animals, and lots 
of crayons and paper for self-expression. The room also boasts an area 
for adults to sit and a separate area for play and exploration, complete 
with a small table and chairs that purposely communicates to children 
that the space was designed with them in mind. Other rooms are also 
in the process of being reimagined with the comfort and wellness of our 
clients and clinicians in mind. As Chief Program Officer, I am grateful 
for the opportunity to grow clinical programming and to be part of 
creating a therapeutic environment for individuals, families, couples, and 
groups. This is a thrilling time to be part of the JFS team, harnessing the 
momentum of this change and turning it into dynamic opportunities to 
offer more services to the community. 

Tribute Contributions to Jewish Family Services of Greenwich

If you would like to honor or memorialize someone special in your life or community, you may do so by making a donation to Jewish Family Services and we will send a note of acknowledgment 
to the person or family involved, informing them of your generosity.

Alexander Peters in honor of Sandy and Steve Soule

Robin Kanarek in honor of Rabbi MJ Newman

Robin Kanarek in honor of Joan Mann

Robin Kanarek in honor of Larry Stoogenke

Robin Kanarek in honor of Bikur Cholim Community

Judy and Steve Rolnick in honor of Joan and Steve Levine

Rebecca Colin in honor of Larry Stoogenke

Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Dorothy Kitover

Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Allan Sacharow

Phyllis and Marty Flashner in memory of Taras Kowal

Nancy Gold in memory of Marilyn Sugerman 

If you are looking to get involved or volunteer with JFS, here are some 
exciting opportunities!

Supermarketing for Seniors:
Help homebound seniors with their grocery shopping! Grocery 

shopping can be done weekly, bi-weekly, or on an as-needed basis. If you 
are interested, please contact Melissa Basile-Reolon at mbasilereolon@
jfsgreenwich.org.

FACTS:
If you would like to be involved with our Families Affected by COVID-

19 Transition Services program, we need help with our weekly farm 
stand, where our FACTS families pick up food items. We are looking 
for help with set-up, distributing food to families, and clean up. This is a 
2-hour weekly commitment. If you are interested, please contact Melissa 
Basile-Reolon at mbasilereolon@jfsgreenwich.org

Refugee Resettlement Program:
For adults:

We are looking for volunteers to assist our Afghan and Ukrainian 
clients with job placement and English language one on one tutoring. 
We are also seeking ESL teachers who are available in the evenings and 
are interested in teaching English to our Ukrainian refugee clients. Please 
contact Lala Addeo at laddeo@jfsgreenwich.org.

For students:
If you have a middle- or high-school student who is interested in 

working regularly with an Afghan or Ukrainian student as their ESL 
buddy, please contact Lala Addeo at laddeo@jfsgreenwich.org.

You Are the Missing Piece

VISIT WWW.JFSGREENWICH.ORG for our latest
Family Life Programs, Counseling Services, Supermarketing for Seniors Services, and More!
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  WIZ KIDZOur Scholarship Camp 
Wiz Kidz Day Camp 2022 
offered 10 campers a 
beautiful summer 
experience for free.

Sports, crafts,BBQ lunch, 
swimming, boating & 
tubing lots of fun for 
everyone especially CLC.

Wiz Kidz Day Camp 2022
Through our BETTER 2 SERVE Grant, 

Our Teens and Teachers Offered Students a 
Great Camp Experience.

Our Scholarship Camp 
Wiz Kidz Day Camp 

2022 offered 10 campers 
a beautiful summer 
experience for free. 

Sports, crafts, BBQ lunch, 
swimming, boating & 

tubing –
lots of fun for everyone,

especially CLC.

Several years ago, a local resident, 
Betty Steinberg, told someone 
that she was writing an historical, 
romance, novel, about her father 
who had grown up in a small town 
in Poland called Szydlowiec, and 
about his life after immigrating 
to Brazil during WWII. Much to 
her surprise, this person told Betty 
that Congregation Shir Ami, which 
was in her same town, has a Torah 
from this little town of Szydlowiec. 
Betty contacted Shir Ami and was 
delighted to meet our congregants, 
see our beautiful Torah, and to hear 
the story about how member Barry 
Stein found and brought the Torah 
to Greenwich from Szydlowiec, 
Poland in 2005.

The stories Barry learned about 
the Torah being stored in the base-
ment of a Catholic family who 
were willing to hide and protect 
the Torah until the Jews were able 
to return, found its way into the 
novel. Of course, the Jews never 
returned. The Torah stayed hid-
den in the basement, wrapped in 
a blanket and amazingly in pris-

tine condition. The original Torah 
cover is protected in a glass case, 
as seen in the photo, and with the 
help of Shir Ami members, Betty 
was able to include a photograph of 
the Torah Cover in her book.

Betty’s book was just published 
in Brazil, in Portuguese, and is 
called Madureira Quase Chorou. 
We hope that one day, a publish-
er will want to translate it into 
English and publish it here so we 
can all enjoy reading it!

Shir Ami’s Treasured Torah
Is in a New Novel

Betty Steinberg presents her book 
to Susan and Dahni Nisinzweig of 

Congregation Shir Ami.
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WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES

I’m thrilled to write to you only two days after my return from Ukraine, 

I was there with our international delegation after a week of volunteer 

work in Lviv, near the Polish border, and in refugee houses in Krakow. We 

arrived only a few days after the escalation and the bombings of western 

cities. Our delegation included four doctors from the U.S. who provided 

medical aid to hundreds of refugees and non-medical volunteers who 

helped with humanitarian assistance, focusing on empowering resilience 

among the children, following expert psychological instruction we 

received.
One of the most powerful moments this week was when our volunteers 

along with the children reconstructed and painted the shelter for a 

pediatric hospital in Lviv. Once work started an alarm went off, and 

staff, children, and parents all went down to the shelter until safety was 

restored. Many Ukrainians joined our efforts, and many chanted with 

one of our volunteers who brought her guitar. We had two empowering 

and fun hours together. Even after we were allowed to leave the shelter, 

many of the children stayed and played. And parents got some rest.  

This is precisely the new perspective we wanted to relay – that even 

during a war childhood is still possible. We know this from our own 

experience with Israeli children.

We also visited Auschwitz. It was an exciting and especially moving 

visit. Our group was comprised of second and third generations of 

Holocaust and Auschwitz survivors. We read Kadish at the site of the 

ruined gas chamber, and no one’s eyes stayed dry.

This visit emphasizes the importance and the urgency of taking action 

and empowering the resilience of civilians, focusing on the youth. Next 

we are sending a delegation of experts from the PTSD field to advise on 

the establishment of the first PTSD department in Lviv, for soldiers and 

civilians, and to start a long-term training program for local teams of 

therapists and educators.

Thank-you Letter from One Heart for Israel
on the Frontlines in Ukraine

UJA-JCC Greenwich has raised $1,770,000 to help those in need in Ukraine, 
especially the nation’s children. To donate please go to ujajcc.org.
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Personal and 
Commercial Insurance

 
 

Steve Batkin

stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com

worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin

Children at the Temple Sholom Selma Maisel Nursery School kicked-off the school year with interactive introductions to the Jewish holidays with 
Temple Sholom’s clergy. Senior Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz led the nursery school children in a parade around the temple’s Sanctuary for Simchat 
Torah, while Ritual Director Ezra Konigsberg unrolled an entire Torah scroll for the children to observe up close. Associate Rabbi Kevin Peters 
welcomed classes into the patio sukkah to learn about and shake the lulav and etrog during Sukkot.

To learn more about the Temple Sholom Selma Maisel Nursery School, contact David Cohen at 203-622-8121 or david.cohen@templesholom.com to 
schedule a tour.

Celebrating the Jewish Holidays at
the Temple Sholom Selma Maisel Nursery School

Celebrating Simchat Torah at Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
The Pre-K through first grade at Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy was 

in a celebratory mood and let the entire school know about it. The 
students celebrated Simchat Torah with a parade through BCHA, as Pre-
K, Kindergarteners, and first-graders marched around with their flags to 
celebrate the Torah!

Please patronize 

the merchants 

and businesses 

that advertise in 

our paper

and tell them you 

saw their ads

in the

Greenwich 

Jewish News.
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Your Used Vehicle 
Fuels Our Future

Donate a used vehicle
(car, truck, van, or boat in ANY condition) to UJA-JCC Greenwich!  

We pick up your vehicle for free

You get a tax deduction

Proceeds from the sale help care for those in need here in 
Greenwich, in Israel and around the world

Contact Karen at 203-552-1818 or karen@ujajcc.org

www.ujajcc.org/donateacar

On Sunday night October 2, close to 75 teens attended a Friendship 
Circle training on the subject of working with people with special needs. 
The evening was chaired by two teens, Sammy Sendersky and Sammy 
Culhane. The teen chairs began the evening with a Torah trivia game. 
Afterwards, Jessica Aysseh, the mom of a child with special needs, spoke 
to the teens.

“For ten years of my daughter’s life we thought she had the intellect of 
a toddler. We discovered she was literate and comprehending – trapped 
in her disabled body. Then we discovered a way to teach her to commu-
nicate by spelling. The life lesson I came away with is to always presume 

competence of all people. 
It’s the safest assumption. 
We have no way of know-
ing the inner workings of 
any other human being.”

After Jessica spoke, 
the evening continued 
with a screening of the 
movie “A Smile as Big as 
the Moon.” This movie 
reinforced the theme of 
the talk, that is that one 
should assume the com-
petence of all people. The 
film is based on the true 
story of a high school 

coach who fought to take his students with special needs to participate 
in NASA’s Summer Space Camp. Until then, the camp was offered only 
to students who excelled academically. Several of the actors in the movie 
have Downs syndrome or are on the Autism spectrum.

Please reach out to Friendship Circle Director Malya Shmotkin at malya@
friendshipct.com to learn how you can become involved.

Friendship Circle Teen Training and Movie Night
Attracts Capacity Crowd

Emily Sherman, Kayla Lindenbaum, Sabrina 
Weisel, Maddie Winarsky



Page 24     November 2022

One Holly Hill Lane
Greenwich, CT 06830

ujajcc.org
THE CENTER FOR 
  JEWISH COMMUNITY, 
     CULTURE & CARING 

AT UJA-JCC GREENWICH, OUR GLOBAL REACH IS UNPARALLELED.

Working along with our partners, we help build and sustain programs in more than 70 
countries, ensuring that Jewish communities everywhere are vibrant and resilient. We deliver 

critical aid to vulnerable populations – the elderly, the disabled, at-risk children, impoverished 
families – during times of peace and times, like now, of sustained conflict in Ukraine.

Here at home and around the globe, where Jewish expression has been suppressed, 
we are rebuilding community. We are helping Jews reconnect with their heritage and 

empowering the next generation of promising Jewish leaders. 
Amid rising antisemitism, Jews everywhere know they can rely on our 

unwavering support and security expertise.

Because no matter where we live, we are all part of one global Jewish family.

We support and strengthen Jewish life 
wherever Jews live around the world


