Pre-Sort Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
Stamford, CT
Permit No. 1063

One Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich, CT 06830

November 2021 | Kislev 5782

Volume XXXI, Number 2

The Many Faces of Anti-Semitism, Season Two
World’s Most Beloved Choral Work. Straddling discussion and music,
the event will probe the dark side of the famed oratorio, with special
attention to its “Hallelujah” chorus.
End Jew Hatred is both the name of the civil
rights organization co-founded by anti-Semitism
activist Virág Gulyás and what we’re calling her
thirty-minute online confab of February 24 at
7:30 pm. The Hungarian-born digital media and
branding expert, activist and writer will share
her story of overcoming anti-Semitism and her
efforts aimed at eradicating stereotypes about
Israel and the Jewish people.
Last year Yale University senior lecturer and award-winning film
producer Dr. Marc Lapadula mesmerized this forum with his
cinema talk, and this year he’s back by popular demand with an
exciting sequel. On March 2 at 7:30 pm, he’ll explore works of Jewish
American filmmakers touting social causes. Entitled Cinema with a
Cause: Jewish Filmmakers and the Call for Social Justice in America, the
lecture will showcase clips from movies such as To Kill a Mockingbird,
Anatomy of a Murder, Judgment at Nuremberg, Inherit the Wind, The
Graduate, Saving Private Ryan and more. For more information, see
page 11.
Events are free and require registration (at ujajcc.org or 203-552-1818).
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The hope was, global anti-Semitism would be quashed with the
defeat of Nazi Germany. However, anti-Jewish propaganda, attacks
and violence reared up after the war, and they persist with a vengeance
today. Charlottesville, Pittsburgh and Poway have become the new
Munich, Entebbe and Achille Lauro in contemporary America.
To provide perspective and context for these phenomena, UJA-JCC
Greenwich will present season two of our series examining what antiSemitism is, the many ways it’s expressed and how to push back against
it. The new series, The Many Faces of Anti-Semitism: Confronting the
Longest Hatred, is presented virtually and made possible again thanks
to the generosity of Lois and Bruce Zenkel. As did the first, the
second series will span multiple disciplines including the arts, social
media, politics, activism and history.
The Many Faces of Anti-Semitism begins on January 5 at 10:30 am,
with an online tour of The Jewish Museum’s upcoming exhibition The
Hare with the Amber Eyes. Inspired by the award-winning memoir by
British ceramicist Edmund de Waal, the exhibition features decorative
objects, ephemera, photographs and artworks to trace the journey of
his family, the Ephrussis, once an affluent Jewish banking dynasty
in Odessa, Vienna and Paris. Peers of the Rothschilds, they lost
nearly everything when their property was seized by Nazis, except
for a collection of Japanese netsuke (miniature
sculptures), hidden during the war – and passed
down through five generations, from 1871 to 2009.
Associate Curator Shira Backer will anchor the
museum tour.
The series continues on January 11 at 7:30
pm when author and musicologist Dr. Michael
Marissen presents his acclaimed book Tainted Glory
in Handel’s Messiah: The Unsettling History of the

UJA-JCC Greenwich
Wishes You and Your Family

Happy Thanksgiving &
Happy Chanukah
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Apple Picking for a Cause!
On a gorgeous Sunday in September, more than 20 families joined
together at Silverman’s Farm in Easton, to pick apples for a cause, and
fulfill a much needed mitzvah. The Freedberg Family Kosher Food Pantry
in Stamford and Jewish Family Services of Greenwich were two recipient
agencies absolutely delighted to receive these delicious gifts. The apples
were distributed within days to grateful clients. A big thank you to PJ
Library Planners, Jessica Anderson and Michaelan Cohen who chaired
this event. Several goals were accomplished: People in need were able to
receive healthy fresh fruit, and children were able to learn the mitzvah
of tzedakah, while families connected with one another in a fun and
meaningful way!
See more photos on page 26.

Dignity Grows Keeps Packing

PJ Pails are filled with fun and educational arts &
crafts along with holiday activities sure to
entertain your children. Best for ages 1-3 & 4-7.
Proceeds benefit PJ Library Greenwich
REGISTER at ujajcc.org or call 203.552.1818

Thank you to Margie Black, Dignity Grows Chairman, Eva Hausman
and Ellen Wolfson who came out to help pack Dignity Grows bags. The
recipients of the bags included Jewish Family Services of Greenwich and
the Greenwich YWCA.
The lack of menstrual supplies can negatively affect a person’s quality
of life, making it difficult or impossible to do routine things like attend
school or go to work. Federal grant programs don’t cover these items,
which are rarely donated to food pantries. Dignity Grows™ provides
assistance to people in need of menstrual products and toiletries by
providing a pre-packaged, one month’s supply. UJA-JCC Greenwich is
the first chapter in this national initiative started by the Jewish Federation
of Hartford. Help us do even more this year!

If you would like to make a donation to support Dignity Grows,
please visit ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818.
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Greetings from the
Women’s Philanthropy Board

COMMUNITY
UJA-JCC Greenwich
DIRECTORY
Women’s Philanthropy
UJA-JCC Greenwich
(203) 552-1818
Virtual Fall Lunch with
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
School (203) 329-2186
Guest Speaker Lori Gottlieb Lower
High School (203) 357-0850
A very big THANK YOU to the event chairs Marissa
Cohen and Rachel Schneider, AND ALL the Event Sponsors!

Right after the High Holidays, we started off the new
year with our Board meeting. Twenty-two women gathered
on an open-air patio for our first in-person meeting since
March 2020! Over the past months Women’s Philanthropy
has been busy greeting newcomers with welcome basket
deliveries, coffees and social gatherings. From what we can
tell, they definitely feel the warmth!
We continue to provide Dignity Grows bags to women
in and around our community who need assistance with
feminine products each month. Thank you to those
who support Dignity Grows. We are always looking for
volunteers to help pack bags and to make donations to this
worthy cause. To join a packing event or make a donation,
or if you would like to join the Newcomers committee,
please contact claudia@ujajcc.org or 203-552-1818 or go
to ujajcc.org.
We are pleased to let you know that Rachel Rubin,
who just moved to Greenwich in January, will be the
next Newcomers chair. Rachel takes the reins from Abby
Vorobeychik who has served as Newcomers chair since
January 2020. Thank you to both Abby and Rachel for
all their hard work and dedication. If you or someone you
know is new to Greenwich, please reach out to claudia@
ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818.
Yours,
Christine Toback
President, Women’s Philanthropy
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Terri Afromowitz
Tara Agroskin
Jane Batkin
Bran Berni
Pat Brecher
Whitney Chernoff
Marissa Cohen
Jennifer Davis
Remy Dowd
Rita Edelston
Deborah Erickson
Andi Fern
Sharon Herzog
Joui Hessel
Zeena Hine
Jessica Hirsch
Bryanna Kallman
Shelby Katz
Silvina Knoll
Robin Zisson Leader
Lilith Magazine
Karen Malkin
Joan Mann
Sally Mann

Ellen Schapps Richman
Nancy Risman
Yael Rosen
Mara Safra
Barbara Salop
Debra Shore
Debbie Simon
Madeline Simon
Maura Smotrich
Sandy Soule
Betty Steinberg
Carolyn Surgent
Christine Toback
Ellen Wolfson
Mugs Zales
Nancy Zisson

Women’s Philanthropy
Chanukah Gift Drive!
Create miracles for children whose
families don’t have the resources
to provide Chanukah gifts.
Each child has filled out their very own wish list and it is our goal to fulfill all of their wishes.
Families who receive these gifts are recipients of Schoke Jewish Family Service of Fairfield County.

To view the WISH list visit ujajcc.org
For more information contact Claudia at 203-552-1818. All gifts should be purchased by November 20.

Chavurat Deevray Torah
(203) 637-9478 or (203) 637-5877
Chabad Lubavitch of Greenwich
Gan of Greenwich Preschool
(203) 629-9059
Congregation Shir Ami
(203) 900-7976
Greenwich Reform
(203) 629-0018
Congregation Kehilat Shalom
Hebrew Wizards
(203) 249-4036
Jewish Family Services of Greenwich
(203) 622-1881
Jewish Senior Services
(203) 365-6400
Temple Sholom
(203) 869-7191
Temple Sholom
Selma Maisel Nursery School
(203) 622-8121

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY
CANDLE LIGHTING
TIMES
Fri., Nov. 19 .................4:14 pm
Fri., Nov. 26 .................4:10 pm
First night Chanukah
Sun., Nov. 28 .............4:26 pm
Fri., Dec. 3 ...................4:08 pm
Last night Chanukah
Mon., Dec. 6 ..............4:26 pm
Fri., Dec. 10 .................4:08 pm
Fri., Dec. 17 ................4:10 pm
Fri., Dec. 24 .................4:13 pm
Fri., Dec. 31 .................4:18 pm
Fri., Jan. 7 ....................4:24 pm
Fri., Jan. 14 ..................4:32 pm
Fri., Jan. 21 ..................4:40 pm
Fri., Jan. 28 ..................4:49 pm
Fri., Feb. 4....................4:57 pm
Fri., Feb. 11 ..................5:06 pm
Greenwich Jewish News
Published by

UJA-JCC Greenwich
One Holly Hill Lane
Greenwich, CT 06830
(203) 552-1818
ujajcc.org
MICHAEL DELIKAT
Co-President,
BRYANNA KALLMAN
Co-President,
UJA-JCC GREENWICH
CHRISTINE TOBACK
President, Women’s Philanthropy
PAMELA EHRENKRANZ
Chief Executive Officer
CLAUDIA BRENNER
Director, Women’s Philanthropy
CORI SANOGUEIRA
PJ Library and Youth Experiences Director
NANCY ZISSON
Editorial Chairman
JUDITH MARGOLIN
Editor
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Teen Changemakers Making a Difference
by Cori SaNogueira

Our Teen Changemakers kicked off the fall
season with our first-ever event, a team bonding
experience at Boundless Adventures. The teens
had an awesome time meeting each other and
our staff. They had a blast, and only a few
“rescues” had to be performed, on the high ropes
course! It was wonderful to have a chance to
have a bit of fun before we really got down to
business at our first official meeting.
Led by teacher Brianna Gitnik, we engaged in
an activity on consensus building, followed by an
internet search on Jewish life and organizations
in the local area. At the end of our time together,
the teens were asked to share what their feelings
were about the program so far. Here is a

selection of their responses: I am…confident,
heard, respected, excited, hopeful and happy.
During our October meeting, discussions got
pretty deep as we made identity maps and shared
what really defines us as individuals. From there,
talk turned to mitzvot. We focused on a text we
had selected that highlighted our responsibility
to others. While in the frame of mind of helping
others, we did a quick preview of social justice
issues, which we will be turning our attention
to in upcoming meetings. All of this will lead
to eventual decisions about funding in specific
areas chosen by the group.
This program is generously sponsored by
Jessica and Adam Hirsch.

UJA-JCC

Annual Meeting
January 12, 2022 | 7:30 pm
THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
CULTURE & CARING

November 2021
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Temple Sholom Goes “Behind the Scenes”
with Former Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer
On October 19, 2021, members of Temple Sholom and the greater Jewish Greenwich
community were provided a unique “insider’s perspective” during a special in-person
discussion with Ambassador Ron Dermer, to kick off the synagogue’s 2021-2022
speaker series. During the interview-style program, moderated by Southern CT AIPAC
Director Sarah Walsh, Ambassador Der-mer shared many behind the scenes experiences
and personal stories from his role as the Israeli Ambassador to the United States from
2013 to 2021, and as senior advisor to immediate past Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. His off-the-record dialogue provided context, history and analysis on
things such as Iran’s nuclear program, Hamas and Gaza, the Abraham Accords and
normalization of relations with Arab states, Israel’s deal with Pfizer for the vaccine, how
the U.S. media reports Israel, and the U.S.-Israel relationship.
Ambassador Dermer joins the list of key figures in both Israeli and U.S. politics who
have spoken at Temple Sholom, including President Bill Clinton, Natan Sharanksy,
Ehud Barak, Henry Kissinger and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
For more information about upcoming speakers and programming at Temple Sholom, contact
Lori Baden at lori.baden@templesholom.com or visit www.templesholom.com.

Mussar:
Jewish Spirituality and Contemporary Psychology
Starting in February, Greenwich Reform’s Rabbi Gerson will be teaching a series
of classes on mussar, based on Alan Morinis’ book, Everyday Holiness. Mussar is
the ancient Jewish spiritual practice of zikuch hanefesh – refining the soul. Mussar,
which combines Jewish spirituality and contemporary psychology – actually pioneered the idea of the subconscious and “shadow side” years before Freud, and later
became a set of practices and teachings meant to infuse our everyday life, and make
us more loving, compassionate and happy.
Founded, systematized and publicized by Rabbi Israel Salanter in the 1800s, the
roots of mussar actually go back to the Tanach itself. It contains spiritual practices
meant to cultivate anavah, (humility), savlanut (patience), and hakarat hatov (gratitude), among others. In this class, we will learn the basics of a daily mussar practice,
the middot (or qualities) that seeks to cultivate, and form a supportive va’ad (small
group) to share our ongoing journey with the practice. Mussar is currently one of
the most popular Jewish areas of study, for laypeople and clergy alike. Please join
us – no prior Jewish knowledge or Hebrew is required.
For details, please contact Wendy Barr, Greenwich Reform Synagogue
(wendybarr@GRS.org or 203-629-0018).

Hebrew Wizards B Mitzvah Program
Hebrew Wizards has a unique way of having our students become a B
Mitzvah. They help to write their own service, explain what each
prayer means to them, deliver heartfelt interpretations of their
Torah portion, and chant from the Torah in either a morning or afternoon service. This year we have 16 B Mitzvah students in 5782.

The learning continues as they become a Teen Wizard
They share their knowledge with the younger students. A
wonderful way of engaging Teens in their High School Years.

Personal and
Commercial Insurance

Steve Batkin
stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com
worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin

Please patronize the merchants and
businesses that advertise in our
paper and tell them you saw
their ads in the
Greenwich Jewish News.
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Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy invites families with
children ages birth to 5 to join us for a special free
series of fun-filled children’s activities designed to
delight and inspire curiosity, discovery and wonder.
From joyous holiday celebrations to more intimate
programs; there will be something for everyone to
enjoy. From our Bi-Cultural Family to yours, we look
forward to welcoming you!

SAVE THE DATE
for our upcoming 21/22 events
December 1 Celebrate Chanukah “Little Chefs”
January 15 Havdalah in Pajamas
February 9 Winter crafts in our Junior Makerspace
April 13

Passover sing-along

May 2

Mommy and Me, Meditate and Movement
For more information contact,
Miriam Sperber at msperber@bcha-ct.org.

Rosh Chodesh
Continues at
Congregation Shir Ami
This fall, Shir Ami will
continue with a monthly Rosh Chodesh study
group. Featuring the
book 30 Lessons for Living:
Tired and True Advice
from the Wisest Americans
by Karl Pillemer, the class
will draw on the author’s
insights on relationships,
resilience, and the search
for meaning together with sacred Jewish
teachings. Rosh Chodesh,
which celebrates the New
Month and sanctifies the
flow of time, is the perfect Jewish framework for exploring this touching book.
Each month we will investigate a few chapters (although
participants do not have to have read the chapters to
attend). Each class will also include a blessing for the
New Month. Discussions are held over Zoom and all are
welcome!
Email us at Shirami.info@gmail.com if you’d like to join
us.

Terrific Tots
Make your child’s first drop-off TERRIFIC!
Introduce your toddler (15-22 months) to their first
“drop off” experience. This three-hour class will give
your child the opportunity to socialize, play, create, and
grow independently.

Tuesdays & Thursdays

9 AM - 12 PM

/stamford.jcc
@jccstamford

stamfordjcc.org

For more information contact Sarah Gregoire at 203.489.3084 or sgregoire@stamfordjcc.org

Ask about Blooming Babies!
BIRTH - 2 YEARS (with parent or caregiver)

Wednesdays at 9:15 AM

our New Location
Kehilat
Shalom
/ Kehilat Shalom
or
High
5782
The BigHolidays
Pivot to Our New Location
for High
Holidays
5782

November 2021

Hebrew Wizards/Kehilat Shalom

200 people joined our High Holidays 5782

Stay in the know about the happenings
in our Greenwich Jewish Community.
Send your email address to karen@ujajcc.org.
We will keep you up-to-date on everything you need to know – about kids, teens,
young families, travel, PJ Library, Newcomers, films, Lunch and Learn,
Women’s Philanthropy, Israel, and other Greenwich Jewish organizations.
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Happy Chanukah
from

Personal and
Commercial Insurance

GRS READS:
People Love Dead Jews, by Dara Horn

All are welcome at Greenwich Reform for the next
meeting of GRS READS, to be held in mid-January at
7:30 pm. We’ll discuss People Love Dead Jews: Reports
from a Haunted Present, by Dara Horn, available from the
Greenwich library, bookstores, and on Amazon in paper,
as an e-book, or in audio format.
A finalist for the 2021 Kirkus Prize, this remarkable
collection of essays reflects on subjects as far-flung as the
international veneration of Anne Frank, the blockbuster
traveling exhibition called “Auschwitz,” the Jewish history
of the Chinese city of Harbin, and the little known
“righteous Gentile” Varian Fry. Dara Horn challenges her
readers to confront the reasons why there might be so
much fascination with Jewish deaths, as emblematic of the
Steve Batkin
worst of evils the world has to offer, and so little respect
stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com
for Jewish lives, as they continue to unfold in the present.
worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin
Horn draws on her own family’s life – trying to explain
Shakespeare’s Shylock to
a curious 10-year-old;
her anger when swastikas
are drawn on desks at
her children’s school in
New Jersey; the profound
and essential perspective
offered by traditional
religious practice, prayer,
and study – to assert the
vitality, complexity, and
depth of this life against
an anti-Semitism that, far
from being disarmed by the
mantra of “Never forget,” is
Suzanne Shemin Katz
on the rise.
d: 203.618.3161
“So necessary…People
c: 917.902.4472
Love
Dead Jews is an
suzanne.katz@sothebyshomes.com
outstanding book with a
GREENWICH BROKERAGE | sothebyshomes.com/greenwich
bold mission. It criticizes
1 PICKWICK PLAZA, GREENWICH, CT
people, artworks and public

institutions that few others dare to challenge,” according
to The New York Times.
“Brilliantly readable…Readers will be enthralled
throughout by the fierce logic of Horn’s arguments,
novelty of research, black humor, and sharp phrasing…A
riveting, radical, essential revision of the stories we all
know – and some we don’t.” – Kirkus Reviews
For more details, contact Greenwich Reform at
203-629-0018 or WendyBarr@GRS.org.

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark.

Shir Ami Virtual Pop-Up Choir
Do you like to sing but don’t have time to make a weekly
rehearsal commitment?
Do you enjoy learning new songs in a relaxed setting?
Do you like the idea of NOT having to leave your house
on a cold and dark November evening?
Then join us for a virtual
pop-up choir at Congregation
Shir Ami. Over Zoom, Cantor
Abramson will teach you a
few new melodies. Drawing
on her experience at the
Cantorial School of Hebrew
Union College where, she also
serves as faculty, she will bring
to you some of the newest
gems in Jewish music from
faculty composers for you to learn. All that’s needed is the
joy to sing.
Email us at Shirami.info@gmail.com to receive the Zoom
rehearsal information.

Crafts, and played Kvell
niors at the Mews. We
18 months. We are

Hebrew Wizards gave a Concert, did Crafts, and
& Tell Card Games with the Super
Seniors at th
November 2021 Page 9
brought Joy for our ﬁrst in person in 18 months
A Shir Ami Innovation
Better Together!
Not wearing shoes to services is but one advantage of attending Shabbat
services on Zoom. A new giving tradition at Congregation Shir Ami,
less often the subject of internet memes but more in keeping with our
mission, has arisen as a consequence of our COVID protocol.
Congregants still volunteer to “sponsor” the Oneg Shabbat following
services. The concept is not wholly tongue-in-cheek, however, despite
remote technology unconducive to communal noshing. In lieu of
providing post-Shabbat service treats, some sponsors have donated to
Shir Ami while others have chosen organizations whose missions they
support. During the past year, as we’ve been restricted to remote services,
several of the Stamford-based giving targets of our Social Action team,
including Building One Community and the Stamford Interfaith Refugee
Settlement, both of which have been the beneficiaries of generous gifts by
our Oneg Shabbat sponsors.
Too many of Shir Ami’s COVID-induced innovations are bittersweet.
This new giving tradition is one of which we are most proud.
Please come experience the joy of Shabbat with us. Details can be found at
www.congregationshirami.org.

Hebrew Wizards- Community Service Resumes in Person
Mews Senior Center
Hebrew Wizards gave a Concert, did Crafts, and played Kvell
& Tell Card Games with the Super Seniors at the Mews. We
brought Joy for our ﬁrst in person in 18 months. We are
Better Together!

Community
munityHebrew
ServiceWizards
Resumes
in PersonService
Resumes in Person at the Mews
Senior Center

Hebrew Wizards performed a concert, led a crafts project, and played “Kvell & Tell”
card games with the Super Seniors at the Mews Senior Center. We brought lots of joy
with our first in-person senior gathering in 18 months. We are Better Together!

Concert, did Crafts, and played Kvell
h the Super Seniors at the Mews. We
t in person in 18 months. We are

Two BCHA Students
Recognized by National Merit
Scholarship Corporation
Two students at the Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
(BCHA) Upper School recently received recognitions
from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
Noam Bellin-Schonfeld of White Plains, was recognized
as a semi-finalist, while Josh Marcus of Westport, was
recognized as a commended student. Of the 1.5 million
students who enter the competition, roughly 50,000 of
the highest PSAT scores qualify for recognition in the
National Merit Scholarship Program, which according
to the National Merit Scholarship Corporation, “honors individual students who show exceptional academic
ability and potential for success in rigorous college
studies.”
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Chabad Gan of Greenwich Preschool
Students Enjoy Fall Activities and
Explore Nature in Their Outdoor
Classrooms

Social Action at
Greenwich Reform
Every year at Yom Kippur, the
members of Greenwich Reform
“fill the van” for Neighbor to
Neighbor, a nonprofit organization that seeks to improve
the lives of financially challenged residents throughout
the Greenwich area.
To keep the food donations
coming year-round, the GRS
Social Action Committee has
purchased a weatherproof
plastic storage bin that sits just
to the right of the synagogue’s
entrance doors. Whenever you
find yourself near 92 Orchard
Street in Cos Cob, please leave some non-perishable food for a weekly
Neighbor to Neighbor pickup. It’s easy to make a difference to our
neighbors in need, and what a great lesson to share with your kids. It’s a
mitzvah, especially with Thanksgiving and the other upcoming holidays!
“Neighbor to Neighbor is immensely grateful for the support we
receive from GRS. The Yom Kippur food drive this year provided 24
crates of food for our food pantry. Food drives allow us to provide not
only a variety of foods, but often allow us to distribute “family sizes” to
our larger families. Neighbor to Neighbor is currently providing food
assistance to approximately 500 households in Greenwich. An average
food drive is distributed within 48 hours, as we serve approximately 100
families a day. We are truly thankful for our partnership with Greenwich
Reform Synagogue!”–Margaret Tjimos Goldberg, Executive Director,
Neighbor to Neighbor

Essential Jewish
Conversation Class
Continues at Shir Ami
Now in its 3rd year, Shir Ami continues to offer its popular and well
attended class on the nexus of contemporary issues and Jewish wisdom.
Meeting over Zoom, participants engage in critical issues of the day
and examine them through the lens of Jewish values. Drawing on
contemporary scholarship and ancient Jewish texts, Cantor Jill Abramson
leads the discussion as an exploration and conversation.
The class description is as follows “Call it a symposium, a salon, a
forum or a debate, Jewish life has long been centered around a vibrant
exchange of ideas and viewpoints–a sacred conversation meant to bring
meaning to our lives.”
Guests from the community (and we have many) are welcome, and we
take time to introduce participants to one another.
The first class of 5782 centered on Judaism’s understanding around
the topic of Abortion. Each class is “stand alone” and newcomers are
welcome!
Please email us at Shirami.info@gmail.com for more information.
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The Many Faces of
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Anti-Semitism

Confronting the Longest Hatred
This program is made possible by a grant from Lois and Bruce Zenkel.

ART & LITERATURE

MUSIC

Wednesday, January 5 | 10:30 am

Tuesday, January 11 | 7:30-8:30 pm

The Hare with the Amber Eyes

Tainted Glory in Handel’s Messiah

Jewish Museum Virtual Tour
With Associate Curator Shira Backer

With Author and Musicologist
Michael Marissen

Take a virtual tour of the
Jewish Museum’s exhibition
drawn from Edmund de Waal’s
celebrated memoir. Through
artwork by artists including
Claude Monet and Auguste
Renoir, we’ll trace the Ephrussi
family’s rise and fall. At the
exhibition’s centerpiece is the
rare collection of miniature
antique sculptures that a
maid hid in her mattress
during World War II.

Every Christmas and
Easter, audiences thrill to
performances of Handel’s
Messiah, but they would be
appalled to learn the full
extent of its meaning. Popular
musicologist Michael Marissen
uncovers a disturbing
message of anti-Judaism
buried within its joyous
celebration. Gain unsettling
insights into one of the
world’s best-loved works of
religious music.

ADVOCACY

FILM

Thursday, February 24 | 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 2 | 7:30-9 pm

End Jew Hatred

Cinema with a Cause: Jewish Filmmakers
and the Call for Social Justice in America

30 Minutes With Virág Gulyás

Hear the remarkable journey
of this “almost Jewish”
Hungarian-born former
diplomat and ballerina who
rose above her anti-Semitic
roots to change stereotypes
about Israel and the Jewish
people. Learn about her
digital communications strategies for
End Jew Hatred, a grassroots movement
dedicated to ensuring Jewish liberation
from persecution and achieving justice
through peaceful direct action.

Co-sponsors: The Avon Theatre & YWCA Greenwich

Last year, Dr. Marc Lapadula mesmerized the
forum with his cinema talk. This year, he’s back
by popular demand to explore works of Jewish
American filmmakers touting social causes,
including clips from movies such as To Kill a
Mockingbird, Anatomy of a Murder, Judgment
at Nuremberg, Inherit the Wind, The Graduate,
Saving Private Ryan and more.

Register at www.ujajcc.org to receive a Zoom link. Free & open to the community.
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Talmud Lunch & Learn
Interactive Learning
Every Thursday

via

from great teachers

from

12:30-1:30pm

Zoom

Generously sponsored by Rita Edelston

December 2021
December 2

December 16

The Rise of the
Maccabean State
Andrea M. Berlin, PhD

Do You Have to Believe in
God to Be a Good Jew?
Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt

December 9

December 23

Amos and Einy:
Albert Einstein’s
Social and Political
Writings and
Prophetic Judaism
Steven Gimbel, PhD

The Bible With and Without Jesus
Marc Zvi Brettler, PhD

December 30
Praying Anew: Unlocking Meaning
in the Words of the Siddur
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer

January 2022
January 20
January 6

Falling Water:
Akiva’s Transformation
Rabbi Michael Hattin

Understanding
Our Worst
Qualities
Aryeh Ben David

January 27

January 13
The Laws of Shmita and Its Meaning Today
Rabbi Menachem Liebtag

Killing Me Softly:
Judaism and
Capital Punishment
Rabbi Greg Wall

Save these dates for February:
February 3 Adar and Happiness
Rabbi Simcha Berger

To register, please
go to UJAJCC.org
or call 203-552-1818

February 10 Queen Esther and Ida
Kaminska: Miracles Happen Behind the Scenes
Yuliya Mazur-Shlomi
February 17 Calling Upon God to Unite the Nation
Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman
February 24 Esther and Identity: Literary and Artistic Perspectives
Shira Hecht Koller

November 2021
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UJA-JCC GREENWICH PROGRAMS
Promoting
PhiloSemitism
in the Middle East

December 1 | 7 PM
Ferguson Library
Stamford, CT 7 PM

|

Patron $613
includes 4 tickets

Tuesday, December 7 | 7:30 pm

Sponsor $360
includes 2 tickets

Connect with doers and thinkers at the Philos
Project, a Christian leadership community dedicated
to countering BDS and anti-Semitism in the Middle
East and beyond.

Event Tickets:
$36 in advance
$50
at the door
advance
Join us for this delayed—but much anticipated—Golden
Ticket Series Event! An Evening with the Gershwins features
the singing quartet of Rebecca Cooper, Marissa Cortese,
Jacob Litt and Brian Rosenblum who will be accompanied by
a three-piece orchestra. Also back for an encore is Broadway
producer Jack Viertel, who will give commentary on lyrics,
plays and the history of George and Ira Gershwin. Enjoy this
incredible performance orchestrated
by Event Director, Rebecca Cooper,
Artistic Director, Regina Elliott and
Musical Director, Zachary Kampler.

To register,
please visit UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818.

Robert Nicholson

Luke Moon

Founder, President & Executive
Director, Philos Project

Deputy Director,
Philos Project

FREE VIA ZOOM.
To register, please go to ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818.

Enjoy the Davis Film Festival (at home)!
DAVIS

THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
CULTURE & CARING

FILM
FESTIVAL

Grab your popcorn and enjoy these quality films from the comfort of your own couch.
All features streaming through 9PM on the final day of showing.
To register, please go to UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818
Rafal Zielinksy | Drama | USA | 98 min.

A young punk who thinks she knows it all and an old man who knows he doesn’t strike up a conversation on the
streets of Los Angeles. He is a Holocaust survivor; she a massage-parlor worker on the run and a Holocaust denier.
She tells him she hates Jews; he asks her if she needs a place to stay. The two form an unlikely bond. Ed Asner stars in
this absorbing drama that sparks larger questions about family, love and our divided world.

THE TIGER WITHIN

Sun, Nov 14 at 5 pm through Tue, Nov 16 at 9 pm
STREAM FOR $9

Alon Zingman / Drama / Israel / 40 min. per episode

Co-starring Lior Ashkenazi and Shira Haas, this acclaimed series from the director of Shtisel follows Noah, a world-renowned orchestra conductor who abandons fame and fortune to return home to Petah Tikvah after 30 years. There
he finds his father in a state of progressive Alzheimer’s, with singing in the community choir as his only remaining joy.
When the choir’s conductor passes away, Noah makes the choice of a lifetime and decides to take his place. All
the while, he is slowly going deaf.

THE CONDUCTOR

First five episodes available to stream from:
Sun, Dec 19 at 5 pm through Wed, Jan 19 at 9PM
Second five episodes available to stream from:
Sun, Jan 23 at 5PM through Tue, Feb 22 at 9PM
STREAM BOTH FOR $18
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THE IMPACT OF YOUR GIFT
Jewish Federation Association
of Connecticut

Beit Uri
Your generous support of UJA-JCC
Greenwich provides assistance to the
neediest and most deserving individuals,
particularly in our sister city of Afula,
Israel. Beit Uri is a long-term project
supported by a special partnership
between Afula-Gilboa and the Southern
New England Consortium (SNEC). It
is a residential community that provides
nurturing care and employment for
more than 100 special needs residents
aged seven to 62.
The Coronavirus period presented
a tremendous challenge to Beit Uri.
Fortunately no residents or staff
members became seriously ill and
everyone is receiving their third booster
shot. Despite a mandated curtailment in
large group activities, the creative staff,
working in small groups, led day trips
to nearby farms and swimming pools,
aimed at adding joy to the everyday lives
of residents.
At the same time residents have been
kept busy in the dozen arts and crafts
workshops. building wooden furniture,
including tables, shelving, and storage
cupboards.
Despite recent unrest between Arab and
Jewish communities Beit
Uri continues to provide
a model of co-existence
with more than a quarter of
its dedicated staff coming
from the nearby Israeli Arab
towns and villages. Care
and dedication definitely
help build bridges.

Building a better Jewish future in Connecticut is what we’re all
about. Here in our local community your gift to UJA-JCC Greenwich
goes to support organizations like Jewish Federation of Connecticut
(JFACT), which works in collaboration with a variety of interfaith and
secular nonprofit agencies and promotes statewide advocacy on behalf
of Israel and other matters of interest to the Jewish Community. JFACT
represents seven Jewish Federations across Connecticut and has a proud
list of many recent accomplishments, contributing to an impressive
record of productivity these last several years.
Here are just some of the current ways JFACT adds value to Greenwich,
as well as other Jewish communities across Connecticut.
1. JFACT was the lead agency in securing $20 million in security
upgrades for our synagogues and other threatened Jewish
nonprofits.
2. Currently underway, planning a 2022 business mission with
Governor Ned Lamont to Israel.
3. Provides funding to JFS Greenwich to help welcome refugees
and asylum seekers and to assist them in becoming United States
citizens.
4. In July 2021, JFACT Executive Director Michael Bloom was
appointed by Governor Lamont to the Hate Crimes Advisory
Council.

The Excellence Center
The Afula Crowns Excellence Center operates in the Library of
Givat HaMore neighborhood in our sister city in Israel. The center hosts
about 200 students a week for its unique excellence programs for kids,
including children’s groups participating in the international FIRST
LEGO League competition, and space classes. The center also operates
the Municipal Chess Club, with regional competitions, has among its

members players ranked in first place for their age. For adults, there are
creative writing and art workshops.
The center also runs a Digital Literacy Center of the Ministry of
Science, where it teaches computer skills, website design, Photoshop,
robotics and programming.
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THE IMPACT OF YOUR GIFT
Project TEN
In response to urgent needs arising from
the COVID-19 pandemic, The Jewish
Agency launched a new volunteer center for
the Project TEN service-learning program in
Chimalhuacán, Mexico City. The initiative is
a collaboration between The Jewish Agency
and CADENA, a Mexican Jewish nonprofit,
with support from Keren Hayesod. The
new center draws volunteers from Israel and
around the Jewish world for three-month-long
Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) projects,
empowering local children and teens through
educational and community activities.
Andrea is from Mexico City and is serving
as a local coordinator for the new center.
She started her journey with Project TEN by
volunteering in Israel at the TEN Center in
Harduf. After coming back from Israel, she
continued to work with CADENA, which led

to her involvement at the new TEN center
in her hometown. “I’ve been working at the
Mexico Center now for three months, and our
first cohort just finished volunteering here in
mid-August,” said Andrea. “As coordinator, I
work and live alongside the volunteers, helping
them with their Spanish, making sure projects
are completed and teaching them about the
local culture.”
The Mexico City center’s opening ceremony
was held in mid-August at the Shimon Peres
Park in the municipality of Chimalhuacán
in the presence of the Ambassador of Israel
to Mexico, Zvi Tal; the head of The Jewish
Agency in Mexico, Ari Messer; the local mayor;
and senior leaders of the Jewish community in
Mexico. The move to open a new volunteer
center was led by Daniel Liberant, a leader of
the Jewish community in Mexico, with the

goal of assisting the local population during
the pandemic.
The Jewish Agency’s Project TEN currently
operates in eight countries: Israel, Mexico,
Uganda, Ghana, South Africa, Greece,
Cambodia, and Ethiopia. The next cohort
arrived at the Mexico City Center in September.
“Having gone from being a volunteer myself to
now acting as a coordinator, I can say with
confidence that this experience is not just one
that helps people, but really also benefits the
volunteer. It fills your soul and gives you tools
for the future,” reflected Andrea.
In Israel and developing regions around
the world, Project TEN enables volunteers
to participate in an integrated curriculum
focusing on Jewish values and community,
and to engage in a global dialogue on Jewish
identity with their peers.

Medical Clown Therapy/the Dream Doctors
Emek Medical Center in our sister city of Afula employs six highly
motivated and professional medical clowns on a rotating basis. They
serve patients in Pediatric Oncology, Pediatric Internal Medicine
departments, Pediatric Surgery, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Nuclear
Medicine, Dialysis, Surgical Wards, Orthopedics, Ophthalmology, as
well as in the Emergency Rooms for both adults and children. Each
year thousands of patients enjoy the clowns’ antics and benefit from
their empathic genius while facing fear and uncertainty about medical
procedures.

Somehow, these “dream doctors” are able to transform an intimidating
hospital environment into a fantasy world where patients and physicians
play out unexpected roles – forgetting their personal worries and pain
even for a short while. This is a welcome respite for patients, their
families and medical center staff. The utilization of the Dream Doctor
strategy has been transformed from an experiment many years ago to a
highly anticipated and necessary therapeutic service. There’s no way to
measure the value of a smile on the face of a sick or injured child.
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In the Yard Where It Happens – Pacesetter Event
at the Home of Leonard Bernstein, September 14

Photos by Cortney Wood Photography
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Temple Sholom
Learning Center Students
Volunteer at JFS Memorial Garden
On October 3, 7th and 8th graders from the Temple
Sholom Learning Center dedicated their Sunday morning to
volunteering at Jewish Family Services of Greenwich. Working
alongside their teacher Sarah Baden and CEO of JFS Rachel
Kornfeld, the students directed their attention toward cleaning
up the Memorial Garden, located outside the JFS offices at
1 Holly Hill Lane.
“The garden was full of weeds and completely overgrown.
Students raked, pulled weeds and swept the grounds,” said Baden.
“They also made a few Tik Tok dances. We had a lot of fun while
making a difference in our local community.”
This field trip is one of many scheduled for the group as part of
their religious school “Social Action Sundays” curriculum. Over the
course of the school year, students will learn about the variety of
needs in the greater Greenwich community and about organizations
available to help. Volunteering at JFS was their first project of the
year and set the tone for upcoming community service opportunities.
Next, the group plans to host a school-wide food drive to benefit
Neighbor to Neighbor and a bone marrow drive for Be The Match
further down the road.
For more information about the Temple Sholom Learning Center’s
“Social Action Sundays” program, please contact Rabbi Kevin Peters at
rabbikevin@templesholom.com.
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With the launch of my investment practice,
Merritt Point Wealth Advisors, I am
pursuing my core mission of empowering
ZRPHQZLWKƓQDQFLDONQRZOHGJHVRWKDW
WKH\FDQWDNHFRQWURORIWKHLUƓQDQFLDO
lives through comprehensive investment
planning.
My areas of specialty include:
• Asset
• Portfolio
'LYHUVLƓFDWLRQ
Management
• Liability
• Comprehensive
Management
Investment
Management
• Debt Management
• Income
• Alternative
Generation
Investment
Solutions
• Retirement
Planning

BETH F. CUTLER, President & Founder

203-344-2400
beth.cutler@merrittpointwa.com
www.merrittpointwealthadvisors.com
1700 E Putnam Ave, Suite 211
Old Greenwich, CT 06870
ΖQYHVWPHQWSURGXFWVDQGVHUYLFHVDUHRHUHGWKURXJK:HOOV)DUJR$GYLVRUV)LQDQFLDO1HWZRUN//&
ΖQYHVWPHQW
SURGXFWV DQG VHUYLFHV DUH RHUHG WKURXJ
:)$)1 0HPEHU6Ζ3&D
UHJLVWHUHGEURNHUGHDOHUDQGDVHSDUDWHQRQEDQNDɝOLDWHRI:HOOV)DUJR &RPSDQ\k:HOOV)DUJR$GYLVRUV)LQDQFLDO
1HWZRUN//&$OOULJKWVUHVHUYHG0HUULWW3RLQW:HDOWK$GYLVRUVLVDVHSDUDWHHQWLW\IURP:)$)1&$5

Your Used Vehicle
Fuels Our Future
Donate a used vehicle

(car, truck, van, or boat in ANY condition) to UJA-JCC Greenwich!

We pick up your vehicle for free
You get a tax deduction
Proceeds from the sale help care for those in need here in
Greenwich, in Israel and around the world

Contact Karen at 203-552-1818 or karen@ujajcc.org

www.ujajcc.org/donateacar
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Message from Our New Regional Security Advisor
My name is Michael Shanbrom,
and I am pleased to be Secure
Community Network’s (SCN’s)
new Regional Security Advisor
(RSA) to the Jewish Federations of
Southwestern CT. SCN, founded
in 2004, is the official nonprofit
safety and security organization for
the Jewish Communities of North
America.
I come to this position with
24 years of law enforcement and
intelligence experience. I recently
retired from the Federal Bureau
of Investigation after 20 years of
service in the national security
branch, having also served with the
New Haven Police Department.
In my private life, I have served
on the Boards of Directors and
security committees of multiple
Jewish organizations, and I am
thrilled to dedicate myself full time
to working with Jewish institutions
in our communities to make them
more safe, secure, and resilient.
Unfortunately, we have witnessed
a dramatic increase in acts of violence
and hate crimes targeting Jewish
communities in North America.

According to the FBI,
58% of all religiously
motivated hate crimes
in the United States that
occurred in 2018 were
directed at the Jewish
community.
Acts of intimidation,
harassment and – in
certain instances –
violence, are an attack
on the very presence
of Jewish life in our
society. Without a comprehensive
and coordinated approach to
enhance safety and security, these
incidents have the potential to
cause individuals to question their
participation in our institutions
and organizations. People wonder
whether Jewish schools are secure;
whether a Jewish organization’s
workplace has a higher threat;
whether a Jewish summer camp is a
more open target; or whether going
to services on Shabbat is the safe
thing to do.
We cannot allow these acts to
create fear and, ultimately, reduce
affiliation or participation in our

organizations, as well
as in our culture and
faith. This is not what
being Jewish in America
should look like. Our
response to the threats
facing our community
today may very well
determine the outcome
of Jewish life in America
for future generations.
Our calling, as part
of the larger Jewish
Federation system – a system
responsible for so many of those
institutions that engage and
inspire people – is to secure our
community spaces, prepare our
leaders and professionals as well
as volunteers, bring peace of mind
to our fellow Jews and implement
as well as encourage the measures
and a “culture of security” that
ensures confidence in participation.
In the coming months I will be
meeting with community leaders to
conduct Threat & Vulnerability &
Risk Assessments of Jewish facilities
throughout our community, and I
will be offering standardized best

practice security-related training to
all in the community who wish
to receive it. Trainings will consist
of four core blocks (Situational
Awareness, Safety & Security
for Greeters, Countering Active
Threats, and Stop the Bleed). These
trainings will be offered both in
person and online.
I will also be working with
community leaders to create a
community-wide security working
group to facilitate information
sharing
among
community
organizations as well as with local,
state and federal law enforcement.
In the event of a security incident,
I will act as a liaison between the
community and law enforcement
and provide crisis management
assistance as necessary.
I would like to thank Federation
Executive Directors for bringing
SCN to Connecticut and for
making its safety and security
resources available to the Jewish
community.
Together, we will build a more
prepared and resilient Jewish
community.
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HEBREW WIZARDS ENTERS OUR 17TH YEAR

Hebrew
Wizards Enters Our
Chanukah – A Time for Rededication!Our WIZARDS
program specializes in all types of learning;

through games, open discussions
and rotating stations. Our
17th Year
Chanukah is the Hebrew word for dedication, and
inclusive
camp
style
approach
to
learning
Our WIZARDS program specializes keeps
in all students
types of
that what Greenwich Reform will be doing this year –
HEBREW
WIZARDS learning
ENTERS OUR
17TH YEAR
engaged
and inspired.5
stations
rotate through
learning; through games, open discussions and rotating
rededicating our beautiful building after endless months
Judaica Art, Music, Hebrew, Prayer Ladders, & Teﬁllah
Our WIZARDS
program specializes
in all
types of learning;
stations.
Our inclusive
camp-style
approach
to learning
of Covid!
Time.
Experience
Being
Jewish
through
ﬁeld
trips,
through games,
open discussions
and rotating
stations.
Our
keeps
students
engaged
and
inspired.
Five
learning
Friday night, December 3, 6 pm: Chanukah Family
community
service
projects
andtoColor
War
Games.
inclusive
camp style
approach
learning
keeps
students
stations
rotate
through Judaica
Music,
service with student-led prayers, a Chanukah-themed play,
engaged
and inspired.5
learning Art,
stations
rotateHebrew,
through Prayer
Judaicaand
Art, Tefillah
Music, Hebrew,
Ladders,
Ladders,
Time.Prayer
We also
offer& Teﬁllah
the chance to
Menorah lighting, plus sufganiyot and hot chocolate.
Time. Experience Being Jewish through ﬁeld trips,
experience
being
Jewish
through
field
trips,
Sunday morning, December 5, 10:30 am: Religious
community service projects and Color War Games. community
School celebration including menorah madness (homemade chanukiah competition), a service projects and color war games.
Mitzvah project, plus Chanukah themed activities and treats.
Sunday night, December 5, 5-6:30 pm: Why should kids have all the fun? If you’re 21
or over, join us to light the candles, and celebrate with latkes and vodkas!
For full details contact Greenwich Reform at 203-629-0018!

stacy young
CONNECT ICUT

NEW YORK

Helping clients open
the door to the next
chapter. One home
at a time!
Stacy Young

Real Estate Salesperson
Licensed in New York & Connecticut
Email: Stacy.Young@Raveis.com
Cell: 917-816-6733
www.StacyYoung.Raveis.com
45 Field Point Rd Greenwich, CT 06830

Page 20

November 2021

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH
FACTS Program Continues to
Support Families in Need
CEO’s Corner
Working in social services for twenty years, I have
interacted with thousands of people in need of
support. It is an emotional journey to enter the lives
of individuals during their darkest times. Recently I
had the profound experience of using the resources
of JFS of Greenwich to positively affect the lives of
two families in very different ways.
I received a call that an elderly Jewish patient
in a local nursing facility was approaching death.
Relying on our Bikur Cholim training, Larry
Stoogenke and I jumped in the car to comfort this
man during what we thought might be his final moments on this earth.
Upon arrvial we were able to comfort the family and chant the Shema
and other prayers at his bedside. Chanting the Hebrew prayers for this
nonogenarian brought a physical response, as he raised his hands to
acknowledge our voices. We scheduled daily visits with our Bikur Cholim
volunteers to support the family until he passed. It was a unique and
humbling experience. This is just one example of the support provided
by our Jewish Health and Healing Center.
Later in the week with generous grant funding for our FACTS
program, we were able to assist a mother and child in securing safe and
affordable housing in Greenwich, in addition to necessary legal services.
Not only were we able to secure these needed resources, but our Jewish
community members answered the call for furniture. It was the women
of JFS of Greenwich who showed our strength by picking up and moving
the furniture to ensure this family had the basics to turn the apartment
into a home.
Every day at JFS of Greenwich brings with it different triumphs and
challenges. I hope this gives you a little glimpse into a day at the office for
me. It is not easy work, but how lucky am I to be able to do it .
Be safe and well,

–Rachel Kornfeld, LCSW, SBL

Chief Executive Officer
Jewish Family Services of Greenwich

Tribute Contributions to JFS of Greenwich

Susan Davis in memory of Lawrence Rebak
Susan Davis in memory of Dr. Franco Muggia
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Hy Lampe
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Laura Machlin
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Allan Shassian
Ellen Levinson in honor of Elyse Brown
Jeanne Giniger in honor of Elyse Brown
William Ullrich, Jean Tredinnick, Micah Sharfstein, Joan Hochman, Atara Kelman
and Daniel Weisfield Family Fund, Barbara Wollner Shinbaum, Ilse Gordon,
Daniel Harris and Dana Delger, L. David Peters and Karin Reiss, Norma Perlstein,
and Susan Davis in memory of Nancy Peters
Rabbi Mitchell Hurvitz in honor of: Alexandra Hochman, Scott Kramer, Jan
Kaplowitz, Simon and Miriam Hurvitz on the birth of their son, Isaac, Eileen
Robin, Lori Baden, Alice Schoen, Tracey Goodman, Dave Cohen, Rabbi Kevin
Peters, David Dorish, Deidre Flood, Gina Cristino, Grace Dierson, Sarah
Baden, Nori Goldsmith, Ezra Konigsberg, and Mikhal Weiner and Ella Meir.
If you would like to honor or memorialize someone special in your life or community, you may do so by
making a donation to Jewish Family Services and we will send a note of acknowledgment to the person
or family involved, informing them of your generosity.

by Melanie Vollono, FACTS Senior Case Manager
With Connecticut vaccination rates among the highest in the nation,
many families are heading into the upcoming season with renewed hope,
energy, and feelings of safety. It seems that we may be finally “getting back
to normal.” For many families however, getting back to normal seems to
be an unattainable goal.
When I took over as case manager for the FACTS program at JFS, I
knew only that the program was dedicated to helping families who had
been negatively affected by Covid-19, but not necessarily how the help
was given. During my first week, I saw first-hand some of the services JFS
has been able to provide for these families. Our previous case manager,
Michael Garcia, updated me on each family we serve; he spoke with such
care and determination about every family and let me know what JFS is
doing to help each family get closer to their “normal.”
Currently we have clients who are unable to work due to lasting side
effects of Covid-19; we have children who have developed anxiety or
depression as a result of not being able to go to school or see friends
and family; we have parents who
have been laid off from their jobs
indefinitely and are struggling to
put food on the table or pay
rent; we have families in need
of basics like clothing, toiletries
and school supplies. We are very
grateful for all donations from
the community, whether if it is
in the form of toothbrushes and
toothpaste, a new backpack for
school, a warm winter coat, or
weekly food assistance through the farm stand.
JFS is committed to meeting the needs of the people in our community.
Recently we had the good fortune to add a bilingual outreach coordinator,
Oscar Rendon, who communicates with our clients in Spanish and
provides translation for applications, forms, and other materials for
families.
As we transition into a season of giving, JFS of Greenwich is committed
to supporting our FACTS families however we can.
If you or someone you know has been negatively affected by Covid-19, please
contact 203-622-1881 for more information about our FACTS program.
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH
Bikur Cholim
by Larry Stoogenke, Director of Community Engagement
and I picked a few prayers to read in English,
Bikur Cholim is the heart and soul of our
sang a couple of familiar songs in Hebrew, and
Jewish programming. I experienced the power
closed with the Shema. As soon as we started
of a visit for the first time on October 5th. JFS
singing “Shema Yisrael…” the father grasped
was asked by one of the senior facilities to send
his daughter’s hands tightly. This dying man was
someone to provide support and comfort to a
with us, moved by the songs of his ancestors,
resident whose passing was imminent. I called
and feeling the comforting presence of his loved
clergy and Bikur Cholim volunteers, but no one
ones. After more hugs, tears and expressions of
was available. Rachel Kornfeld, our CEO, said
“I’ll go and be with him.” I offered to join her. She describes her reac- appreciation, Rachel and I bid them goodbye.
Rachel and I aren’t special and should not be lauded for this act. We
tion elsewhere in this paper. We grabbed a copy of our monthly Healing
Service and drove to the facility. As we were waiting for the physician to simply followed a central Jewish principle, one which is at the heart of
finish her exam, we did our best to comfort the gentleman’s daughter, JFS of Greenwich’s mission: Hineini, Here I am. When the call comes
who was visibly and understandably shaken. His other children arrived from our community, we respond. This was the first time I experienced
what our Bikur Cholim volunteers experience on a weekly basis. For me,
minutes later and despite pandemic habits, we all hugged.
Rachel and I let the family know that we were there for them, and this interaction with a family at its most vulnerable and honest moment,
asked them to let us know when they were ready for us to read and sing was profound and unforgettable. Please reach out to me if you would like
the prayers. After a few minutes in the room, where their nonagenarian to join Bikur Cholim and experience what one of our volunteers calls the
father lay present but not awake, they asked us to start. We made it clear “Mitzvah of visiting the sick and frail, which is fundamental to Jewish
we weren’t clergy, and this was our first time doing a “service.” Rachel ethical life.”

When to Seek
Mental Health Services
by Dr. Holly Schiff, Psy.D.
Contrary to popular
belief, you don’t have to
be “crazy,” experiencing a
crisis, or on the verge of
a mental “breakdown” to
go to therapy. Most people
can benefit from therapy at
some point in their lives.
You may just benefit from
short-term, goal-oriented therapy to address a specific issue or concern.
If you decide to seek professional help, you are not necessarily in for a
lifetime of therapy. A large percentage of those who attend therapy report
feeling better after just one session!
Recognizing when your child or adolescent needs help is a crucial skill
to have as a parent. It becomes clinically significant when you find that
their symptoms or behaviors are significantly interfering with their daily
functioning. How do you talk about therapy with your child? Make sure
to use age-appropriate language. With young children, you can refer to
the therapist as a “feelings” doctor. You can also present therapy as a new
adventure and share that you are excited for them to have someone to
talk to who can help them feel better. With older adolescents, consider
including them in the therapist selection process, so they have some sense
of agency and feel involved in the decision.
Perhaps a family member has been having a hard time lately. How
can you encourage them to seek help? Make sure to approach them
with empathy and use “I” statements. Offer your help and support in
facilitating the process, because searching for a provider can be a daunting
process. Some people do not even know where to start; so having someone
to help guide you will usually be seen as a positive. A caveat: prepare for
resistance, which is only natural; but use your relationship as leverage, and
tell them how important their well-being is to you.
Seeking professional help is the first step toward figuring out what you
and your child are experiencing, and getting yourself and your loved one
on track to feel better.

Supermarketing for Seniors
by Sarah Baden
Supermarketing for Seniors (SFS) is
one of the flagship programs at Jewish
Family Services of Greenwich. Started
in 1986, the program has served the
senior population of Greenwich for
nearly 40 years. This free shopping
service pairs homebound seniors with
enthusiastic volunteer shoppers. Our
senior clients, affectionately known as
“shoppees,” feel a sense of belonging
and independence in the community,
and look forward to seeing their Sarah Baden, with Elyse Brown,
outgoing Supermarketing for
volunteers each week.
Seniors Program Director
One of our clients recently shared her
experience with the program. She spoke of how her volunteer always takes
the time to speak with her on the phone, going over each item carefully.
She and her shopper have formed a unique connection, illustrating that
SFS is more than just a grocery shopping service – it offers an important
tool to combat social isolation. But the clients are not the only ones who
benefit. One of our volunteers wrote to tell us how much Supermarkering
for Seniors has added to her life. “Shopping for seniors has added so much
to my life. I am a self-employed mother of three who works from home. I
love knowing I am committed to someone outside of our family unit who
counts on me not only for groceries but for socialization. I am very lucky
to live my life without the worries of some of these homebound clients,
and helping them brings so much joy. It is also wonderful for my kids to
know that I have an obligation like this! It is not a lot for me to do and
adds so much for someone.”
Supermarketing for Seniors does much more than deliver groceries – this
program creates relationships and connections within our community.
We are continuing to seek volunteers to add to our wonderful corps
of SFS shoppers. If you can give your time, you will receive the gift of
knowing you helped a homebound senior remain independent in his or
her home.
Please reach out to Sarah Baden, sbaden@jfsgreenwich.org, if you are
interested in joining the team.
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Clergy’s Corner

Y Defending Israel and Celebrating Zionism–
An Inalienable Jewish Right Y
by Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz, Temple Sholom
Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh Bazeh – “All Jews are responsible for each What they were saying in effect was:
other.” This phrase may be the most crucial concept in our Jewish We are Jews; therefore, it’s okay for us to apply a double standard
world. The Jewish People are one single entity.We call ourselves: to Israel.
Klal Yisrael – “The totality that is Israel.” In other words: We, We are Jews; therefore, it’s all right for us to continue doing
the Jewish People, always have, and will always, share a common business in other countries with disputed territories, but we can
destiny. We, the Jewish People, always have, and will always, need single out Israel.
We are Jews; therefore, it’s all right for us not to acknowledge the
each other.
complications of the Israeli - Palestinian Conflict.
We are Jews; therefore, it’s all right for us never to mention
All Jews Are Responsible
COVID 19 and Social Distancing have magnified the strain the pain of our Jewish brothers and sisters who are victims of
on communal entities.In our Houses of Worship, the very fabric Palestinian-sanctioned Terrorists.
of our active connections with one another is wearing thinner. We are Jews; therefore, it’s all right for us to embolden those who
The links of the chain of Jewish continuity are straining beyond wish to see Israel wiped off the map of the earth.
Mayor Bill de Blasio got it right when he commented on Ben
endurance. Too many Jews forget that we are part of a larger Jewish
and Jerry’s Op-Ed Piece: “You cannot have peace if you undermine
community.
economic reality and create division.” But Ben and Jerry are fine
An ancient Midrash teaches: The people of Israel are similar to a
with creating division. They’re sailing on a ship with a leak in the
ship with three tiers. If there is a leak in the lower tier, one does not
lower hold, still believing they are safe because they’re on a higher
say, “Only the lower hold is in danger of sinking.” Instead, we must
level. They’re missing the point – the entire ship is sinking! By
recognize that the entire ship is likely to sink, and we must immediately
giving aid and comfort to our enemies, we defeat ourselves. Ben
repair the leak. If one Jew is in trouble, we must all join together to
and Jerry publicly devalued the Jewish people when they argued
repair the damage.
that because they’re “proud Jews,” it’s okay for them to turn their
One of the first Jewish songs I learned as a child was Am Yisrael back on their fellow Jews.
Chai, Odaveinu Chai – “The People of Israel Live, We Will Live I hear Am Yisrael Chai as an imperative, as our Jewish obligation;
Forever.”
Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh Bazeh – All Jews are responsible for each
As a child, these words stirred my soul.
other.”
Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh Bazeh – “All Jews are responsible for each On April 20, 1945, Rabbi L.H. Hardman shouted out the
other.”
phrase, Am Yisrael Chai, as he finished conducting the first Shabbat
service for Belson Bergen survivors. What was the response of
An Offensive Op-Ed
the survivors, most of whom were weak from hunger, disease,
This phrase led me to dedicate my life to the Jewish People. I and enduring the deaths of their loved ones? The Bergen Belsen
thought about it when I read the news on July 19th that Ben and survivors reacted by singing “Hatikvah.” They did this to affirm
Jerry’s brand of Ice Cream announced that they would terminate Am Yisrael Chai, Odeveinu Chai. After the death of 6 million Jews
their license agreement with an Israeli-based manufacturer. The in Europe, our fellow Jews clung to each other, clung to hope, and
company’s announcement said this change is to ensure their clung to the desire to survive and thrive.
products “will no longer be sold in the Occupied Palestinian
Honor Jewish History
Territory.” Like many of you, I was irate at this news. Then on July
28th, I felt something much worse than anger when Ben and Jerry Ben and Jerry forgot, or even worse, purposely turned their backs
themselves wrote a New York Times Op-Ed Piece defending the on Jewish history. As “proud Jews,” they thought they could write a
company’s decision.
public declaration that denied Jewish historical claims to Jerusalem;
They began their Op-Ed with these words: “We are proud Jews… they could forget Jerusalem because of its “occupied territory,” not
we are supporters of the State of Israel.” Following their opening “disputed” territory, but “occupied.” No matter that in the Camp
statement of pride and support, the rest of their piece was a rebuke David 2 Accords, Israel was willing to agree to create land swaps as
of Israel and a justification for a boycott because of what they a fair wat to secure peace for a two-state solution. No matter that
Continued on page 23
called, over and over again, “the occupied territories.”
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Defending Israel and Celebrating Zionism–
Continued from page 22

for much of the Palestinian leadership, all of Israel will always be
“occupied territory,” as evidenced by their cry: “Free Palestine from
the River to the Sea.”
Ben and Jerry, all proud Jews; all of us; need to remember and
honor all those who have perished, as well as those who lived on
to sing Hatikvah after their liberation. The SS guards couldn’t
stop them from singing; their hope was unstoppable and their
faith unbreakable, even in the face of certain death. We need to
remember because it was the survivors’ hope to be reunited with
those they loved in Eretz Tzion - the Land of Israel. We need to
remember because Israel still faces enemies who want its Jews to be
wiped off the map.

Hillel’s Teachings
There is an absolute need to bring justice to our world and to
protest injustice actively. But, when we think about the world, it
can’t be at the expense of our fellow Jews. Hillel got it right when
he said first: “If I am not for myself, who will be for me?” Hillel
lived in the early first century, which was a time of great turmoil in
Jewish history, and he was speaking to the Jews as they struggled.
He validated the struggle first: we must take care of ourselves, and
then we can be in the position to take care of others. This is why
Hillel begins his teaching: “If I am not for myself, who will be
for me?” Twenty-first century American Jews too easily forget the
first part of Hillel’s teaching, no matter how proud we may be of
our Jewishness. These are the Jews who only hear what came after
Hillel’s first teaching: “If I’m only for myself, what am I?” As Jews,
we need to embrace universal teachings, but not at the expense of
taking care of ourselves.

The Jewish Family
As my children were growing up, I taught them that “family
comes first.” I think everyone would nod in agreement with this
fundamental priority. But some Jews have lost touch with the
understanding that they are also part of their Jewish Family. The
Jew of the 1st century is no different from the Jew of the 21st
century. The Jew of Bergen Belsen is no different from the Jew
today. Our ancestry, history, and heritage bind us together as a
Jewish family. And “family comes first.”
When Jews are threatened, we only survive when we are united.
When our Jewish family is under attack, when we are hurting,
our family must open our hearts to our fellow Jews in need and
love and support them. Jews who do not validate the suffering
of their fellow Jews before they criticize the policies of the Israeli

government have forgotten the first part of Hillel’s teaching. We
should all hold in our hearts a desire for peace and a fair and secure
solution to the challenges that confront both the Israeli and the
Palestinian. But our desire for universal peace cannot be a higher
priority than concern for our fellow Jews.
The Holocaust is a living memory, and Anti-Semitism and AntiZionism matter. Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism are an attack
on our family. The issues confronting Israel can’t come before our
love of our fellow Jews, and we must cry out against anyone, Jew
or non-Jew, who doesn’t support our own People.

Defending Israel
We must cry from every mountaintop:
“We will not accept the hypocrisy of those who hate us.”
“We will not accept the evil of double standards.”
“We demand the right to our safety and dignity.”
Defending Israel and celebrating Zionism is an inalienable
Jewish right. During the Gaza Conflict, hundreds of anti-Semitic
incidents took place during the two weeks of Hamas’ attacks on
Israel. Our response as a Jewish family should have been united in
support of our Jewish brothers and sisters.
We need to cry out:
“We stand in solidarity with the people of Israel, for they are us;
their history is our history.”
Am Yisrael Chai, Odaveinu Chai – The People of Israel Live, and
We will Live Forever.
And, we need to cry out HaTikvah – Israel’s Anthem of Hope:
Our hope to be a free people is two thousand years old.
As long as the Jewish soul sings in our hearts,
As long as our eye looks to the East to Zion, our hope is not lost.
May those who defend our people’s historic homeland find
strength, courage, and humanity in their task. May the State of
Israel and all who live in and around her know peace, and may that
day come very soon.
Note: This is a modified and abridged version of the sermon I offered on the
second day of Rosh Hashanah. I encourage you to watch the original sermon at
www.templesholom.com/high-holidays-5782.

Editor’s Note: The spiritual leaders of Greenwich alternate in providing messages
for each issue of the Greenwich Jewish News. These comments are those of the
authors alone and are not meant to reflect the opinions of UJA-JCC Greenwich.
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Teen Wizards
of 2021/2022

High Holiday Giving at Shir Ami:
Tikkun Olam in Our Own Communities

Congregation Shir Ami takes Tikkun Olam
very seriously. When donations were received on
Each year we
the High Holidays, the Social Action Committee
select the best
investigated where those donations could be
teens to help
THE
TEEN
WIZARDS
OF
2021/2022
most useful in our community. At a Board
run our Hebrew
ach year weWizards
selectSunday
the the best Teens to help run ourmeeting, Shir Ami decided on disbursement
of Social Action funds to three worthy causes:
Program.
They Program. They teach, they tutor,
Hebrew Wizards
Sunday
Stamford Interfaith Refugee Settlement,
teach, in
theyour
tutor,
hey participate
community service program, and
Freedberg Family Kosher Food Pantry and the
they participate
most importantly
they act as role models to our younger
JFS Supermarketing for Seniors Program.
in our commutudents. Hebrew
Wizards
camp
style
approach
and
our
Several congregation members are active in
nity service proStamford
roprietary gram,
Curriculum
of
60
Wizards
Boards
allows
them
toInterfaith Refugee Settlement (SIRS),
and most
which
is
in the process of setting up an apartment
theyown creativity and expertise.
asily teach importantly
using their
act as role models to our younger students. Hebrew for an Afghan family who should arrive any day.
Wizards camp style approach and our proprietary curric- We provided support with a monetary
ulum of 60 Wizards boards allows them to easily teach donation to SIRS, to help settle the family in Stamford. In October, Susan Nisinzweig
(Co-President) and Ronny Kaplan (Social Action Chair) from Shir Ami, met with a very
using their own creativity and expertise.
appreciative Amy Ewing and Jean Meyer (Co-Chairs of SIRS) to present them with a
generous check.
That same day, Susan Nisinzweig and Ronny Kaplan also presented a generous
donation to Matt Greenberg (President & CEO) of the Freedberg Family Kosher Food
Pantry, at the Schoke JFS office of Fairfield County in Stamford. The donation was
much appreciated, and the Shir Ami members were given a tour of the Food Pantry, and
a preview of their plans for a food truck.
Susan Nisinzweig and Barbara Salop from Shir Ami made a visit to JFS of Greenwich
and met with Larry Stoogenke (Director of Community Engagement), and Rachel
Kornfeld (CEO) of the Supermarketing for Seniors Program, to present them with a
substantial donation. This generous gift will help many, many, homebound elders who
cannot shop themselves.

Chabad Hebrew School Off to an Exciting Start This Year.
Outdoors, Fun and Activities = the Recipe for “Awesome!”

AmazonSmile
You shop – Amazon gives to UJA-JCC Greenwich!
Just select UJA-JCC Greenwich as your chosen charity, and start your first
shopping session at smile.amazon.com.

Happy shopping!
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Women’s Morning Coffee Date!
Join us for a morning of fun and laughs and to meet
other woman who recently moved to the area.

Tuesday, December 14 • 9:30AM
(Address details provided upon registration)

Please RSVP to Claudia Brenner claudia@ujajcc.org

Rachel Rubin, Newcomers Chair,
and the UJA-JCC Greenwich
Newcomers Committee
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MELTON
CLASSES
ARE BACK!

Biblical Women:
Emerging from the Margins
Through Midrash

Tracing major female figures of the Bible
through classic and modern midrashic
commentary, we meet a dazzling line up of
more than a dozen biblical heroines—some you
may know and some you may have never heard
of! Let’s go behind the scenes to gain multiple
perspectives on their lives, relationships, and
choices, as we understand their roles in Jewish
history and literature as full, well-rounded
characters.
This ten-lesson, text-based course will be
taught by Pam Ehrenkranz both in-person and
via Zoom
Jan 11, 25, Feb 8, 22, Mar 8, 22, April 19, 26 and
May 10, 24 • 10am-11am
Register at ujajcc.org
$295

THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
CULTURE & CARING

PJ Families Go Apple Picking at Silverman’s Farm

November 2021

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Annual Women’s Education
Symposium Featuring:

SAVE THE DATE

Suzanne Nossel
Dare to Speak

Deborah Copaken
Ladyparts

Courtney Zoffness
Spilt Milk

L

a

NITRA

M.

BERGER

IRMA STERN
AND THE R ACIAL
PA R A D OX O F
SOUTH AFRICAN
MODERN ART
AUDACITIES

OF

COLOUR

OF STAMFORD • NEW CANAAN • DARIEN

March 9, 2022 | 9:30 am
at YWCA Greenwich

LaNitra M. Berger
L

United Jewish Federation

a

NITRA

M.

BERGER

IRMA STERN
Irma Stern
AND THE R ACIAL
PA R A D OX O F
SOUTH AFRICAN
MODERN ART

To register:
www.ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818
$54 ticket $118 sponsor (includes one book)
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This Chanukah, we are grateful for your generous gift – a miracle in its own
right – that allows us to continue providing services to the communities and
individuals we serve. With the help of UJA-JCC Greenwich, you will also be able
to make miracles in the lives of those in need. The holidays are the perfect time
to get involved with us and make a small but mighty change in your community.
Like the dreidel says, “A great miracle happened there.” And with your support of
UJA-JCC Greenwich, we can make miracles here.

Let’s Make Miracles

THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
CULTURE & CARING

One Holly Hill Lane
Greenwich, CT 06830
ujajcc.org

