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For One Ukrainian Family,
Jewish Greenwich Is a Blessing
In the months since Russia invaded Ukraine,
millions of mothers and children have fled for
their lives. Now Greenwich has welcomed two
of them, Hanna and her teen daughter Marta,
thanks to the generosity of Jewish Greenwich.
The mother-daughter duo is starting anew in
our community with aid from Jewish Family
Services of Greenwich and its major benefactor,
UJA-JCC Greenwich.
Since the start of the gravest European conflict
since WWII began, UJA-JCC Greenwich has
raised 1.6 million dollars to help those in need
in Ukraine, as well as those who could not stay
in their homeland. In April, JFS Greenwich
approached UJA-JCC Greenwich with a
unique funding request: JFS had committed

to providing social services for Hanna and
Marta (who are in the U.S. on travel visas
and await temporary protected status), yet it
needed $28,000 to cover their Greenwich rent
and utilities for one year. UJA-JCC Greenwich
responded immediately with a fundraising
campaign for the family. CEO Pam Ehrenkranz
was confident UJA-JCC would raise the money,
but she had no idea it would happen in fewer
than two months. “We have incredibly kind
and generous people in our community who are
deeply motivated by helping others; the crisis in
Ukraine has amplified both the needs and the
giving,” Ehrenkranz said. “When somebody is
in need, people always raise their hands to help,”
noted Rachel Kornfeld, executive director of JFS

Greenwich. Our town is so giving, not only of
their funds, but of their time and empathy.”
Here’s an example that brings the current
Ukrainian story full circle. Lala Musayev Addeo
is from Baku, Azerbaijan. Her family was
resettled here by JFS and UJA Greenwich in
1990. Even though she has no direct relationship
to Ukraine, Lala felt compelled to help this
mother and daughter, recalling what it was like
when her family was able to leave Azerbaijan
for the U.S. In April of this year, Addeo, who
is affiliated with an organization that works
with Ukrainian students in the U.S., offered her
assistance. That’s when she learned of 16-yearold Marta and her mother, a PhD. in economics
Continued on page 2

Summer Fun is
BUBBLING UP!
PJ Library Family Fun Day
June 26 3-4:30 p.m.
$36 per family | $72 Sponsor
Stamford Museum and Nature Center
39 Scofieldtown Road, Stamford, CT
Grab the family for an afternoon
of food, friends and FUN!
Comedy and bubble show performed
by Mr. Bungles, Ice cream truck,
visit animals, and face painting!
Chairs: Jessica Anderson Committee: Jessica and Daniel Alterbaum
Julie Jurist Wall
Karen and Eric Beiley
Jenna Krumholz
Jennifer and Marc Borzykowski
Michele Neuberg
Rebecca and Marshall Cooper
Nicole Pepperman
Vlada and Joshua Epstein
Kim and Harold Lander
Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818
Lauren Yeager and Elliot Wagner
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For One Ukrainian Family, Jewish Greenwich Is a Blessing–
Continued from page 4

and associate professor with the Corporate
Finance and Controlling Department at Kiev
National Economic University. As the war in
Ukraine raged on, Hanna’s husband, a security
expert with the Ukrainian army, had advised
her to take their daughter to Florida and stay
with family friends. Now that Addeo knew of
Hanna and Marta’s plight, she envisioned them
thriving in Cos Cob as she was helped to do
some 30 years ago. Could Jewish Greenwich rise
to the occasion as it had so many years ago when
more than one million Jews emigrated from the
former Soviet Union?
Indeed, it did. There’s the story of Greenwich
resident Morgan Caspi, who approached UJAJCC Greenwich and offered to fundraise for the
cause of resettling Ukrainians in town – long
before there was anyone to resettle. Once UJA
heard from JFS about the family in Florida,
Morgan swung into action, reaching out to her
social network. In just a matter of weeks, she
helped meet half the goal needed to provide rent
and utilities for the whole year.
Hanna and Marta are doing well since they

moved into their new apartment in Cos Cob,
which amazingly was furnished in just one
week, thanks to donations of furniture and
houseware items from many volunteers. People
in town have been more than generous with
their time, money, clothing, dinner invitations,
even gift cards. It was a huge group effort that
was accomplished quickly and gracefully.
And another story centers on Greenwich
Country Day School, which, after JFS’s
outreach, offered Marta a scholarship for the
remainder of the academic year and next year as
well, if she remains in Greenwich. Marta began
attending class in early May, and she is already
thriving and making new friends. Next on
JFS’s checklist is to round up employment for
Hanna, including a summer job, and additional
resettlement services for which she and her
daughter are eligible.
“Our largest local allocation goes to JFS
Greenwich,” said Ehrenkranz. “They were ready
and able to take on this challenge because our
support over the years helped sustain a solid
agency that can provide these services and much
more.” The family would not have come to the

Morgan Caspi

U.S. had it not been for the war. Like most of
their compatriots, Hanna and Marta may want
to return home, if and when it’s safe. Until that
possibility arises, the Ukrainian mother seeks
to secure her daughter’s future. By the grace
of a compassionate and coordinated Jewish
community in Greenwich, they’re off to a good
start.

Grownups Work Out at Fun JBabies Fitness Event

Moms of young children flocked to a workout class
offered by former Wicked star Spencer Jones. This fun
and challenging workout session was hosted by J-Babies
co-chairs Kelly Annunziato and Ashley LaTorre at
Kelly’s home. Participants flexed their dance muscles,
had a ton of laughs (mostly about the dancing), and
enjoyed a refreshing glass of prosecco to top off a
fantastic afternoon.
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Women’s Night Out

COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

UJA-JCC Greenwich hosted a dinner at Greenwich & Delancey restaurant in Cos Cob, for women who are New-ish
to Jewish Greenwich. A very big thanks goes to Rachel Rubin, Newcomer’s chair, for organizing a fantastic evening.
Thank you to guest speakers, Karen Beatty and Andrea Lavinthal. If you are new to Greenwich or know someone
who is, please let us know by emailing claudia@ujajcc.org, or calling 203-552-1818, so we can extend a hearty welcome.

UJA-JCC Greenwich
(203) 552-1818
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
Lower School (203) 329-2186
High School (203) 357-0850
Chavurat Deevray Torah
(203) 637-9478 or (203) 637-5877
Chabad Lubavitch of Greenwich
Gan of Greenwich Preschool
(203) 629-9059
Congregation Shir Ami
(203) 900-7976
Greenwich Reform
(203) 629-0018
Congregation Kehilat Shalom
Hebrew Wizards
(203) 249-4036
Jewish Family Services of Greenwich
(203) 622-1881
Jewish Senior Services
(203) 365-6400
Temple Sholom
(203) 869-7191
Temple Sholom
Selma Maisel Nursery School
(203) 622-8121

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY
CANDLE LIGHTING
TIMES
Fri., June 17 ........ 8:11 pm
Fri., June 24 ........ 8:13 pm
Fri., July 1 ........... 8:13 pm
Fri., July 8 ........... 8:11 pm
Fri., July 15 ......... 8:07 pm
Fri., July 22 ......... 8:02 pm

Welcome to Greenwich!

Fri., July 29 ......... 7:56 pm
Fri., Aug. 5 .......... 7:48 pm
Fri., Aug. 12 ........ 7:39 pm
Fri., Aug. 19 ........ 7:29 pm

oing on
There’s a lot g
and we
in Greenwich,
ct you
want to conne
Jewish
to our vibrant
community.
Contact us at
or email
203-552-1818
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www.ujajcc.org
203•552•1818

Fri., Aug. 26 ........ 7:19 pm
Fri., Sept. 2 .......... 7:07 pm
Fri., Sept. 9 .......... 6:56 pm
Greenwich Jewish News
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UJA-JCC Greenwich
One Holly Hill Lane
Greenwich, CT 06830
(203) 552-1818
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Davis Film Festival:
“Labyrinth of Peace” and More
As we all know, Switzerland sat out World War
II. Or did it? The shadowy side of Switzerland’s
hands-off policy enters the Davis Film Festival
spotlight this fall with a superb six-episode series
entitled Labyrinth of Peace. (To ensure that connoisseurs of quality programming won’t miss it,
the link will be available from October 12 at 5
pm to October 31 at 9 pm.)
“This is one of the most riveting, artistic and
poignant shows I have seen,” said UJA-JCC
Greenwich CEO Pam Ehrenkranz. “The characters stay with you, the themes haunt you–and

you can’t stop watching.” The series unspools
in 1945, soon after war’s end. With its textured
characters and dramatic reveals, Labyrinth plays
like an engrossing novel, based on real people
and events that were meticulously researched.
Fact is stranger than fiction here, and some
of the most perturbing lines of dialogue are
taken virtually verbatim from the actual archival record, as are the darker ethical dilemmas
brought to light.
At the heart of the story are three members of
an industrial Swiss dynasty. Klara Frey teaches
school-age Buchenwald survivors at a rehabilitation program supported by the Red Cross. Her
ambitious fiancé, Johann Leutenegger, plans
to modernize the Freys’ old-fashioned textile
mill once paterfamilias Alfred finally cedes
the helm. Johann’s brother Egon, traumatized
from his border patrol work in barring Jewish
refugees from entering Switzerland, seeks to aid
the Federal Prosecutor in extraditing Nazi war
criminals to the United States.

Labyrinth of Peace

ISRAEL CONNECT
A great way to make a difference in
Israel’s future! In Israel, access to the
English language is really dependent
on your economic status, and English
proficiency is the largest barrier to
university entry for underprivileged
students. I personally have been
mentoring a student through an
organization called Israel Connect. This
organization works with Israel’s Ministry
of Education to identify regions most
in need and trains teachers to provide
access to all students. Using Zoom,
you can tutor a high school student
in Israel from the comfort of your
own home. The entire interaction is
enjoyable and simple, and it makes all
the difference for the student.
Learn more at Israel Connect’s website
www.IsraelConnect.Today
or email Margie Black at
Marjorieblack85@gmail.com

Continued on page 18

Women’s Philanthropy Board Held Open Meeting in May
The UJA-JCC Greenwich Women’s Philanthropy Board held its first
open meeting since 2019. At the meeting, guest speaker Rabbi Jonathan
Morgenstern, Head Rabbi of the Young Israel of Scarsdale, gave a
firsthand account of the devastating situation at the Ukraine border, and
how funds we are raising here in Greenwich are positively impacting the

relief efforts. Christine Toback, Women’s Philanthropy President, led the
meeting and provided updates on the Ukrainian mother and daughter
who have been resettled in Greenwich and where housing expenses are
being provided by UJA-JCC Greenwich and social services, and other
avenues of support are being provided by JFS Greenwich.

Stay in the know
about the happenings
in Jewish Greenwich.
Email karen@ujajcc.org.
Stay up-to-date on everything
you need to know about:
kids, teens, young families, travel, PJ Library,
Newcomers, films, Lunch and Learn, Israel,
Women’s Philanthropy
and all Greenwich Jewish
organizations.
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Clergy’s Corner

Y Hakarat HaTov –
Seeking, and Seeing, The Good Y
by Rabbi Jordie Gerson, Greenwich Reform Synagogue
For the past several months, I’ve been
offering a mussar class to congregants at
GRS. Mussar is a Jewish psycho-spiritual
ethics practice created by Rabbi Israel
Salanter in 1800s Lithuania, based on a
series of middot (Jewish values) students
were meant to cultivate in themselves.
Rabbi Salanter was fond of saying that
rather than reforming Judaism (a dig at
the original German Reform Jews) mussar was in the business of reforming Jews.
At GRS, we’ve been focusing on
cultivating one middah (value) a class,
and mid-May’s middah was hakarat hatov,
colloquially translated as gratitude. But
hakarat hatov is not actually gratitude
– the literal translation is seeking the
good – a verb, not a noun. And I think
this is especially powerful, because as
neuroscientists (and Oprah) have recently
discovered, and as Judaism has known for
centuries, cultivating gratitude is actually
a discipline. It’s not just a feeling that
spontaneously arises but a muscle we
can use and strengthen. And people
with regular gratitude practices have been
found to have much higher levels of
overall happiness.

But gratitude is not, for many of us,
a natural response to the events of our
lives and the world. As I reflected to
our class on the topic, this year, when
preparing for seders, it was very easy
to come up with my yearly list of ten
contemporary plagues to accompany the
Egyptian plagues, but much harder to
come up with a list of ten contemporary
dayenus – things to be grateful for.
It makes sense. After two years of Covid
and the war in Ukraine, heightening
tensions in the Middle East, and the
effects of climate change (e.g. wildfires
in New Mexico and Colorado), to say
nothing of inflation and an incredibly
volatile stock market, it is easier to worry
and despair than to give thanks these
days. It’s easy to forget how tremendously
lucky we are to live in a democracy, have
the freedom to practice our religion
without fear of violence; and most of us
can count on three meals a day, healthcare,
and internet access. But, as a congregant
reminded me recently, the world can turn
on a dime. Which is why it’s so powerful
that Judaism asks us to start every day, as
soon as we open our eyes, with the prayer

AmazonSmile
You shop – Amazon gives to
UJA-JCC Greenwich!
Just select UJA-JCC Greenwich as your
chosen charity, and start your first
shopping session at smile.amazon.com.

Happy shopping!

Modeh Ani; the words “I thank you, Oh
God, for returning my soul to me.” I
joked to our class that feeling gratitude
before I’ve had my coffee is particularly
hard for me, but it’s also a powerful
reminder that gratitude is a discipline,
and something that we get better at each
time we practice it, especially when we’re
tired or scared or exhausted or undercaffeinated. And by prioritizing hakarat
hatov – seeking the good – we grow more
and more attuned to all the blessings
in our lives; and gratitude, even in the
tough times, becomes instinctive.
So this month, my blessing for us is
this – may we seek the good wherever
we can find it, and, as we do, notice all
the beauty around us, just waiting to be
appreciated.
Editor’s note: The spiritual leaders of Greenwich
alternate in providing messages for each issue of the
Greenwich Jewish News. These comments are those of
the authors alone and are not meant to reflect the opinions of UJA-JCC Greenwich.

stacy young
CONNECT ICUT

NEW YORK

Helping clients open
the door to the next
chapter. One home
at a time!
Stacy Young

Real Estate Salesperson
Licensed in New York & Connecticut
Email: Stacy.Young@Raveis.com
Cell: 917-816-6733
www.StacyYoung.Raveis.com
45 Field Point Rd Greenwich, CT 06830
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Clergy Transition at
Congregation Shir Ami
As Shir Ami celebrates its 18th year as a congregation, it will also
welcome a new Rabbi. Cantor Jill Abramson, who has led the congregation for the past three years, will be leaving at the end of the month
to start a full-time position as Interim Director of the Cantorial School
at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. After an extensive 4-month search, the 10-member Search Committee unanimously
recommended that Rabbi David E. Levy become the next Rabbi of
Shir Ami. The congregational leadership fully endorsed Rabbi Levy.
He will be officially installed at Shir Ami’s Shabbat Service at Tod’s
Point on June 17th and will begin his one-year interim position on July 1st.
Rabbi Levy has served at Westchester Reform Temple from 2012 to the present, as an
Assistant and then Associate Rabbi and has also been the Director of its Jewish Learning Lab.
A Connecticut native, he embarked on his rabbinical journey at the Hillel of the University
of Connecticut, where he served as a Jewish Campus Service Corps Fellow. Rabbi Levy began
his studies at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in 2006, earned M.A.
degrees in Hebrew Letters and Religious Education, and he was ordained as a Rabbi in May
of 2012. He is married to Kate Stambler. Levy and lives in Westchester along with their sons
Benjamin, Micah and Ezra.
The clergy transition from Cantor Abramson to Rabbi Levy will be a smooth one since they
worked together for many years at Westchester Reform Temple. Cantor Abramson believes
that Shir Ami is in good hands: “Rabbi Levy brings extensive gifts as a teacher, pastor, and
spiritual leader. His warmth, commitment to justice and keen intellect animates Jewish Life.”
Shir Ami looks forward to learning, worshipping, singing, and growing together under Rabbi
Levy’s leadership.
Founded by Rabbi Emerita, Vicki Axe, Shir Ami is a warm and welcoming Reform Jewish
Congregation with Torah at the center, embracing our heritage while creating new ways to bring us
closer to each other and closer to God through acts of worship, caring, learning, giving, singing and
celebrating together. Please visit www.congergationshirami.org to find out how you can participate
in our services and programs, as well as community outreach initiatives.

Chabad Hebrew School–
Where Judaism
Comes Alive
Registration
for
2022/23
Now Open!

Celebrate Pride
WITH TEMPLE SHOLOM

Thursday, June 16 @ 7:00 pm

GreenwichHebrewSchool.com

“What Judaism Has to Say About Homosexuality A Conservative Approach”
Join Rabbis Gordon Tucker and Kevin Peters as
they discuss the evolution of the Conservative
movement’s attitude toward homosexuality and
inclusion of LGBTQ Jews. Free & open to the
community.
Register to Alice Schoen at 203-542-7165
or alice.schoen@templesholom.com.

Friday, June 17 @ 6:30 pm
Inclusivity Shabbat & Dinner
An evening of song, prayer and special readings to celebrate
the LGBTQ+ community and its allies. The cost to attend the dinner
is $18 per person.
Register at: www.templesholom.com/inclusivity-dinner
300 East Putnam Avenue • Greenwich, CT
203-869-7191 • www.templesholom.com

Suzanne Shemin Katz

d: 203.618.3161
c: 917.902.4472
suzanne.katz@sothebyshomes.com
GREENWICH BROKERAGE | sothebyshomes.com/greenwich
1 PICKWICK PLAZA, GREENWICH, CT

/TempleSholomCT

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark.

June 2022

Page 7

Dignity Grows BIG Pack
Dignity Grows held a successful packing event on May 3rd at the home of
Shelby Katz. Thanks to an amazing team of dedicated volunteers, we were
able to pack 400 Dignity Grows tote bags. Each bag was filled with a month’s
supply of feminine and hygiene products.
The bags were distributed to Neighbor to Neighbor and Family Centers
for teens and young mothers who are in need. Margaret Goldberg, Executive

Director of Neighbor to Neighbor, addressed the group and spoke about the
great contribution the availability of products such as these make in helping
to end period poverty and in bringing dignity to women and girls in our
community. Thank you to program chairs Shelby Katz and Tara Agroskin
for their continued efforts to ensure the Dignity Grows project here at UJAJCC Greenwich thrives and grows.

Friendship Day and Walk Returns with Hundreds of Friendship Circle Friends
On Sunday May 15, hundreds of friends stepped out
to support individuals with
special needs and their families. For the first time since
2019, everyone was able to
gather in person on the field
at Westhill for the annual walk and Family Day.
Attendees included individ-

uals with special needs and
their families, as well as the
community, who came out
to support them.
Several weeks before
Friendship Day, teen volunteers and others set up
special web pages to fundraise for the walk. Through
these pages and others, well

over $100,000 was raised,
far exceeding the goal, to
allow the Friendship Circle
to provide activities and support services for participants
and their families.
More than 100 teen and
adult volunteers helped to
make sure that the day ran
smoothly. From set up to
clean up, while running the
booths in between, the volunteers did what it took to
guarantee success. Included
in the free day was a barbeque lunch, as well as an
interactive science show with
Dr. Schnitzel, a continuous
children’s science experiment booth with Inventor
Mentor, and many craft
activities. Participants also

enjoyed laser tag and face
painting. The crafts booths
offered families the opportunity to create a mezuzah and
give to charity. Throughout
the day the Friendship
Circle Mascot spread good
cheer and excitement.
As top fundraisers, teens
Solomon Green and Ryland
Noorily had the honor of
cutting the ribbon to begin
the walk. Festive music
accompanied the walkers
and energized the crowd.
After the walk, people continued to enjoy the food
and activities. Volunteer
Brian Roitman said “It was
a beautiful day and a great
treasure…by the looks and
activities of all the attendees,

it was quite likely the most
fun Friendship Circle Day
yet!”
It is not too late to make
a contribution at friendshipdayct.com. In order to become
involved in the Friendship
Circle, please contact Malya
Shmotkin at malya@friendshipct.com.

Personal and
Commercial Insurance

Steve Batkin
stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com
worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin
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Our Community Came Together with Andy Sarkany for
Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Memorial Day, on April 27

Celebrating
Yom Ha’Atzmaut,
Israel at 74, on May 5

Please patronize
the merchants and businesses
that advertise in our paper
and tell them you saw
their ads in the
Greenwich Jewish News.

June 2022

Mission to Israel March 30 - April 8, 2022

Releasing pigeons of peace on the Salad Trail

A moving tour of Shalva, which serves children with disabilities
with dignity and innovation.
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Denim, Boots & Bites

Honoring Michael Delikat and Bryanna Kallman
Thanks to Event Chair Joui Hessel

Photos by Marilyn Roos Photography

June 2022

Denim, Boots & Bites

May 11 at Foundation House, Greenwich
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UJA-JCC Greenwich Packs Medical Supplies for Ukraine
Christine Toback, President, Women’s Philanthropy of UJA-JCC Greenwich,
along with 24 volunteers from Greenwich, led a successful pack for the AFYA
Foundation, which sends donated medical supplies to areas of the world that are
in need. So far, they have sent more than two tons of donated medical supplies for
Ukraine relief. A very big thanks to Christine for organizing the community effort.

Your Used Vehicle
Fuels Our Future
Donate a used vehicle

(car, truck, van, or boat in ANY condition) to UJA-JCC Greenwich!

We pick up your vehicle for free
You get a tax deduction
Proceeds from the sale help care for those in need here in
Greenwich, in Israel and around the world

Contact Karen at 203-552-1818 or karen@ujajcc.org

www.ujajcc.org/donateacar

June 2022
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Changemakers Making a Difference
The impact made by our first teen
Changemakers cohort was felt around the world,
even though the teens were sitting together at
the Boys and Girls Club of Greenwich. A group
of 21 high-schoolers worked for the entire

academic year to learn about justice issues,
philanthropy through a Jewish Lens, fundraising
and the impact of collective giving through
UJA-JCC in Greenwich. At a special May 22
event, funders Jessica and Adam Hirsch made

a brief presentation to the audience, consisting
of the teens’ parents, grandparents, and siblings,
who were there to celebrate the teens and hear
which agencies received grants.

Our Changemakers were pleased to present checks
to the following agencies, all of which submitted
proposals that aligned with the teen’s collective mission
statement. The teens reviewed proposals from 14
different agencies, and selected these for donations:
JASA (Jewish Association Serving the Aged) –
$2,450 to provide hot meals for seniors
JDC (Joint Distribution Committee) – $10,250 to
assist Jews in Cuba and Holocaust survivors in Israel
Kids in Crisis – $2,050 to support social worker for
their Safe Haven Program
Leket Israel – $2,818 to provide hot meals for
homeless people in Tel Aviv
Shalom Task Force – $1,750 for peer-to-peer
domestic violence education
Schoke Jewish Family Service – $2,250 to provide
needed household and sanitary items to their clients
Yad Eliezer – $1,690 to provide formula for babies
in need.
The agencies sent representatives to receive the funds
and inform the audience about how the funds were
to be used. In a surprise to all, each agency received
an additional $250, due to the teens’ extensive
fundraising efforts, yielding more results! This
unexpected additional gift will be put to excellent use
by these agencies and further enhance the goals of
Changemakers.

June 2022

Summer Fun
at Greenwich Reform!
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Lance Bernstein, Hebrew Wizards Teen, Wins
2nd Place in National Writing Contest
It is an honor to feature our Teen Wizard, Lance Bernstein, who is in the 11th grade and part of
the Wizards program for the past 10 years. His assigned senior is Bernie Pressner, longtime Greenwich
resident. Lance’s essay “The Story of a Compassionate Centenarian,” (excerpt below) received second
place in the National Better Together Writing Contest. Hebrew Wizards received $10,000 for our
scholarship fund.

“The Story of a Compassionate Centenarian”

The summer months at Greenwich Reform are filled with
religious services and special events for all ages and interests.
Here’s a taste:
Picnic Shabbats: At 6 pm on Friday nights on June 17
and July 15, we’ll gather at the home of GRS members for
bring-your-own picnic dinners, a family-friendly Shabbat
service, followed by an ice cream sundae bar!
GRS Reads: On July 13 at 7:30 pm, we’ll gather
at Greenwich Reform to discuss Wildland: The Making
of America’s Fury, by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer and
Greenwich native, Evan Osnos.
Havdalah: On Saturday, July 23 at 7 pm, we’ll meet at
Greenwich Point to say good-bye to Shabbat while saying
hello to old friends and welcoming new ones.
GRS Open House: Join us on August 14, from 3-4:30 pm,
snacks and craft activities for the kids, to meet our clergy,
educators, and board members, and to tour our beautiful
new building, while the kids check out the playground.
Welcome Back Barbecue: We’ll meet at the home of a
GRS member for delicious barbecue, while the kids swim in
the pool, try the zipline and trampoline, midday on Sunday,
August 28.
For complete details, contact Lisa@GRS.org or call
203-629-0018. If you’re not already on our mailing list, visit
GRS.org and click the link in the upper right-hand corner to
sign up! All services and programs will be held in person, with
livestream options available.

Personal and
Commercial Insurance

Steve Batkin
stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com
worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin

Please patronize
the merchants
and businesses
that advertise in
our paper and tell
them you saw
their ads in the
Greenwich
Jewish News.

by Lance Bernstein
It’s not every day that you meet a centenarian, someone who has reached the age of
100. In my own life, I’ve been privileged enough to meet two: my 107-year-old greatgreat-aunt and my amazing new friend Bernie. It’s been an honor these past years to
be a part of the Better Together program, where I have been able to meet and connect
with seniors. Mr. Bernard Pressner, or “Bernie” as everyone calls him, was a World War
II fighter pilot in the Pacific, shooting down enemy planes in his P51 Mustang fighter
plane for the United States Air Force. I met Bernie virtually in the fall of 2021 and
we’ve gotten to know one another through the incredible Better Together program. We
share weekly phone calls where we exchange stories, laugh, and simply get to know each
other. I felt honored and appreciative to be able to wish Bernie a happy 100th birthday.
Hebrew words like ruach (spirit), gibor (strength), and chesed (kindness) barely even
begin to describe Bernie. These are ethical attributes that are typically reserved for our
Matriarchs and Patriarchs.
My time with Bernie has taught me to surround myself with compassionate, empathetic,
and loving people to feel true happiness. “Give
back to others,” he says. It’s not about what you
do or how “successful” you are, but rather it’s
who you support yourself with, and how you
treat those people in your life. Bernie’s friendship
has been very impactful in my life, just as I have
experienced in years past, with seniors whom
I was connected with through Better Together.
But talking and developing this connection with
Bernie has been unlike anything I have ever
experienced, hearing about his experiences of the
Second World War, as well as his journeys through life as a religious Jewish man. Bernie’s
unique individuality will be something I will never forget, exemplifying some of the core
values of the Jewish religion…in a way that can rival no one other person. His lessons,
guidance, and adherence to the tenets of Jewish culture and religion will truly stick with
me throughout my whole life. I hope that when I am a century-old one day, I will still
be following Bernie’s teachings, spreading kindness and joy to the world around me.

For more information on how to participate in our Better Together Program, call Rabbi Deb at Hebrew
Wizards 203-249-4036. Bernie and Lance will be honored at our High Holiday 5783 services.
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH
FACTS – Families Affected by
Covid-19 Transition Services
by Melanie Vollono, Senior Case Manager

CEO’s Corner

The main goal of our FACTS Program is to
assist familes facing economic challenges caused
by the pandemic by providing assistance to help
them regain their pre-Covid independence.
“Family S” is an example of the families we
serve. After her son succumbed to a terminal
illness, his mother was left alone, and with
numerous medical bills. To save money and
be close to loved ones, “Ms S” moved in with her extended family. There are 13 people
in the home, including several children. Some of the adults have had their work hours
reduced due to the pandemic, while others are unable to work due to symptoms of long
Covid. With the rising cost of groceries, it is difficult to keep food on the table. JFS has
been able to provide Family S with rent and utility assistance, supplemental groceries, as
well as scholarships to summer camp for some of the children.
These are just a few examples of the full complement of resources available to families
who seek our help. On staff, we have an immigration lawyer, who can provide helpful
advice throughout the immigration process. In addition, an amazing volunteer assists in
career counseling. He is dedicated to helping clients improve their resumes, find available
jobs, and hone their interviewing skills.
In addition to our wonderful staff and volunteers, the generosity of the Greenwich
community is a vital factor in our ability to help our clients. We have received donations
of toiletries, new clothing, and gift cards. There is no better feeling than being able to tell
a family “Yes, we have what you need.”
If you or someone you know has been negatively affected by Covid-19, please do not hesitate
to reach out to us. We are here for you!

Spring in Connecticut brings much needed sunshine,
greenery and fresh air back into our lives. Waking up to
the sounds of birds chirping is a natural energy boost.
While we can’t erase the challenges that our world
continues to present, we can choose to move forward
with purpose and positivity.
Kimberly Wolfson-Lisack, our Chief Program Officer,
recently joined me in Minneapolis for the Network
for Jewish Human Services Agencies annual conference, PowerNet 2022, Realizing Global Impact Through
Collaboration. Surrounded by JFS affiliates from all
over the country, we were inspired for 72 hours straight! After years of meeting
through a screen we were able to greet our colleagues, share stories, and learn
from one another in person.
I presented on how to successfully grow a small organization, and participated
in a panel discussion on the challenges and successes of the Afghan Placement
Assistance Program. We were joined by representatives from HIAS and JFNA,
agencies which have quickly become pillars of support and guidance as we
expand our services to meet the needs of community and country. Kimberly
and I left with our hearts full, and our minds swirling with ideas to enhance
our programs.
As new challenges arise for people both near and far, JFS of Greenwich is
ready to jump into action. Every day we come to work with intention to find
ways to improve the lives of people seeking our help. Please continue to join us
by Larry Stoogenke, Director of Community Engagement
in a meaningful way by participating in our programs, becoming a volunteer, or
donating to our impactful initiatives. Let’s move forward together with a focus
This year’s Passover seders were
on how we can positively affect our community.
special. For the first time in three
–Rachel Kornfeld, LCSW, SBL years, JFS of Greenwich was able
Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Family Services of Greenwich to partner with Temple Sholom
and our Bikur Cholim volunteers
to bring an in-person seder to
residents of senior living facilities.
Temple Sholom’s Ritual Director,
Ezra Konigsberg, led meaningful
seders at The Greens and Greenwich
Woods. The joy was palpable as the story was told, the songs were sung, and the
food was eaten. Barbara Salop and Joan Mann, two of our stalwart Bikur Cholim
members, led residents of Nathaniel Witherell through an energetic seder.
Learning to live with Covid while not compromising our activities or rituals,
has been a process. Now that we have been welcomed back into the buildings,
we hope to have many more opportunities for community engagement. Bikur
Cholim is now fully operational, our therapists are meeting with their clients in
person more frequently, and several of our programs are now meeting in person.
We will continue to expand our community footprint in collaboration with
our dedicated partners. I am grateful to all of the synagogues, churches, and
volunteers who have offered to help us meet our clients’ needs, and I am excited
at the prospect of what we can achieve together going forward.

Jewish Community Engagement

Tribute Contributions to JFS of Greenwich
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Irwin Kallman
Susan and Jerry Davis in memory of Judy Blumberg
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Judy Blumberg
Susan and Jerry Davis in memory of Asya Musayev
If you would like to honor or memorialize someone special in your life or community, you may do so by
making a donation to Jewish Family Services and we will send a note of acknowledgment to the person
or family involved, informing them of your generosity.
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Enjoy the Davis Film Festival (at home)!
Grab your popcorn and enjoy these quality films from the comfort of your own couch.

All features streaming through 9PM on the final day of showing - $25 for ALL four films!

GREENER PASTURES

Sunday, June 12 at 5 p.m. - Tuesday, June 14 at 9 p.m.
Dov, a 75-year old widower, is forced by his family to move to a nursing
home. All he can think about is buying back his old house. When he notices
that his fellow residents smoke legal medical cannabis, he realizes how to
make hay out of weed. Love, cops and gangsters converge in this movie
nominated for 12 Ophir Awards including Best Film.
Matan Gugenhaim, Assaf Abiri / Comedy / Israel / 90 min.

PORTRAYAL

Sunday, July 17 at 5 p.m. - Tuesday, July 19 at 9 p.m.
Since he was an adolescent, Roman has been haunted by a secret that his
late Russian grandfather revealed about the origins of thousands of missing
portraits he had painted over his lifetime. Roman is bent on redeeming his
forebear’s legacy. The quest to catch a thief becomes more fraught as it
confronts the ethics of ownership and art’s ability to preserve the past in this
winner of the Schoumann Award at the Jerusalem Film Festival.
Billie Mintz / Documentary / Canada / 96 min.

FORGIVENESS

Sunday, September 18 at 5 p.m. - Tuesday, September 20 at 9 p.m.
In the south of Israel near the Gaza border, a place where the beleaguered citizens
live with incoming rocket fire, longtime pals Shaul and Nissan attempt to pull off
a heist. But they bungle the job and Shaul ends up behind bars. Years later, upon
his release, Shaul is less than pleased to be greeted by the newly religious Nissan
seeking his forgiveness during the Days of Awe.
Guy Amir & Hanan Savyon / Comedy / Israel | 104 min.

LABYRINTH OF PEACE

Wednesday, October 12 at 5 p.m. - Monday, October 31 at 9 p.m.
1945. The war is over. Klara, her fiancé Johann and his brother Egon are looking
bright-eyed into the future. While Klara cares for displaced Holocaust survivors,
Johann hopes to save his father-in-law’s textile company. Just home from military
service, Egon’s mission is to hunt down escaped Nazis. All three soon realize that
the façade of peace is bought with the blood of war victims.
Mike Schaerer / Dramatic Series / Switzerland / Six episodes, 51 min. each

Register at UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818
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THE IMPACT OF YOUR GIFT

CHANGING LIVES
with UConn Hillel
CHANGING LIVES
with UConn Hillel
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Help our students build a
Jewish community stronger
Help our students build a
than ever before!
Jewish community stronger
than ever before!

UConn Hillel
54 N. Eagleville Road, Storrs, CT 06268 | uconnhillel.org

Your generous donation to
UJA-JCC Greenwich supports
many worthy agencies
like this one.
ABOUT UCONN HILLEL
UConn Hillel, the Center for Jewish Life, fosters
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and help them explore Judaism and Jewish
values on their own terms. We strive to serve
students at all five UConn campuses.

UConn Hillel
54 N. Eagleville Road, Storrs, CT 06268 | uconnhillel.org

A significant portion of the $1.6 million
UJA-JCC raised for Ukraine was allocated to
our partner, the Jewish Distribution Committee.
Here’s an update from that agency of all they
have accomplished with those funds:
In the last three months, together we have:
• Fielded 54,000+ calls through our vast
Hesed social welfare network and 24/7
emergency hotline system – key volunteer
efforts coordinated in partnership with local
Jewish communities in Ukraine, Bulgaria,
Poland, Moldova, Germany, Hungary, Israel,
Romania, Estonia, Latvia, and Slovakia.
• Provided 36,000+ refugees with vital
necessities, like food, medicine, and
psychosocial support.
• Evacuated 12,600+ Jews fleeing violence in
Ukraine, arranging transport and accommodation for evacuees.
• Delivered 300+ tons of humanitarian aid to
tens of thousands of Jews in Ukraine and
those who have fled to Moldova, including
crucial essentials like food and medicine.
• Hosted 6,600+ refugees and local community members at communal Passover
seders, providing nearly 16 tons of matzah
to tens of thousands of Jews remaining in
Ukraine.
• Aided 7,200+ refugees at JDC-NATAN,
a 24/7 medical clinic set up in Poland’s
largest humanitarian aid center, delivering
hundreds of wheelchairs and crutches to
those with disabilities.
You’ve touched all of these lives with your
generous support of UJA-JCC Greenwich.
Thanks to you, Ukraine’s Jews know they’re not
alone, but part of a global Jewish family that
will always care for them – through conflict and
calm.

Davis Film Festival: “Labyrinth of Peace” and More–
Continued from page 4

Of course, other personas show up as well.
Egon crosses paths with outspoken American
reporter and Nazi hunter Dorothy Rosenberg.
Klara becomes attached to Herschel, a Zionist
Jewish refugee, and the younger refugee Jenkele,
who is haunted by his parents’ presumed fate in
the Warsaw ghetto. Klara’s deepening bond with
Herschel threatens her marriage and creates tensions with her mother-in-law.
As directed by Mike Schaerer, the twisty
maze of narrative threads come together in a
deeply compelling epic. Hanging over the series
is a cautionary awareness about the specter of
anti-Semitism. Alfred’s pro-Nazi wife, Lisbeth-

Marie, doubts that the Holocaust even took
place; a privileged girl hurls an ethnic slur at
Jenkele during a festive event; and Herschel is
refused an apprenticeship to a carpenter because
of his religion. Labyrinth of Peace reminds us
that the path to a more tranquil future must first
clear the rubble of the present and past.
Meanwhile, summer selections for the Davis
Film Festival include two additional muststreams: the Israeli cannabis caper Greener
Pastures (June 12 at 5 pm to June 14 at 9 pm)
Forgiveness
and the art thriller documentary Portrayal (July
17 at 5 pm to July 19 at 9 pm). Heading toward 20 at 9 pm), the newest Israeli box office sensathe High Holidays, the series continues with tion and comedy from the creators of Maktub.
Forgiveness (September 18 at 5 pm to September To register visit ujajcc.org.

June 2022

Lunch & Learn
Every Thursday June 16th - Aug. 31 from 12:30 – 1:30 pm
To attend in person and have lunch, you must register online at UJAJCC.ORG or call
203-552-1818 no later than the day before the program. Spots for in person are limited.

June 2022

June 16

June 23

Shuli Taubes
To Heal a Hardened Heart:
The Power of the Sabbatical Year

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer
The Mourner’s Kaddish A New Interpretation

June 30
Rabbi Eric Hoffman
Truth and Authority

July 2022

July 28
July 7
Tanya White
Unity or Uniformity?
The Tower of Babel
and Sefer Bamidbar

Rabbi Moshe Edelman
Akiba

July 14
Rabbi David Ehrenkranz
The Limits of Honoring
Parents in Jewish Law

July 21
Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein
Who the Hell Knows? Rabbinic Perspectives
on the Dark Side of the Afterlife

August 2022

August 4

August 11

August 18

August 25

Rabbi Greg Wall
Crocodile Tears: Why Slow
Down for the Fast of Av?

Dr. Aaron Koller
The Origin of the Alphabet
and Its Significance in
Jewish Thought

Rabbi Moshe Edelman
Rebbe Akiva

Yuliya Mazur
Hannah & Aliza Begin:
Leading from Behind
the Curtain

The Lunch & Learn program is generously sponsored by Rita Edelston.
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WE CELEBRATE JEWISH LIFE
AND WORK TOGETHER
TO KEEP IT STRONG

OUR PLEDGE
We are committed to building vibrant Jewish communities, to strengthening Jewish life, and to
connecting people of all ages and lifestyles to Jewish experiences and to each other.

HOW WE HELP
UJA-JCC Greenwich brings together Jews from different generations and backgrounds to celebrate
our shared history as a people. Together with our network of agencies, we are creating a community
that is welcoming to all. We fund a variety of local and international agencies in support of our
mission. And we offer educational, arts and cultural programs as well as social events for all ages
that enrich Jewish life.

OUR IMPACT
We bring Jewish storytelling to young children through PJ Library books. We offer a first experience
in impactful philanthropy through our Changemakers program for high schoolers. And so much more.
We’re there on the ground working with our partners when crises arise, like immediately addressing
the urgent needs of the people of Ukraine. We care for the Jewish people, strive to strengthen one
another, and build unbreakable bonds within our kehillah — our global community.

Donate at ujajcc.org
THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
CULTURE & CARING

One Holly Hill Lane • Greenwich, CT 06830

