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Margie Black and Walter Primoff Elected
2022 UJA-JCC Greenwich Co-Presidents
Welcome to 2022 UJA-JCC Greenwich Co-Presidents Margie Black
and Walter Primoff, who assumed their shared reins at the organization’s
January 12 Annual Meeting. Also announced were the year’s board of
directors slate.
Both co-presidents are long-time local residents
and active members of the Jewish community.
Black, a member of Congregation Shir Ami, has
lived in Greenwich for three decades, having
previously served as co-president of Temple
Sholom Sisterhood and as a board member
of JFS Greenwich and Women’s Philanthropy
(Women’s Division). Primoff is a member of
Temple Sholom who set up stake in Cos Cob in
1995.
“To me, UJA-JCC Greenwich is home base for
all things Jewish in town,” Black told Greenwich
Margie Black

Jewish News. “I am excited to welcome the many
new families that have recently moved here,”
she said, adding, “My connection to the Jewish
community was the foundation of my early years,
and we will be here for the newcomers as they
build their community and family life.”
Primoff also expressed delight about the town’s
recent arrivals. “COVID has brought many new
Jewish families to Greenwich, and my goal is
enhancement of our programs to make all of
them feel welcome in our community and know
Walter Primoff
that UJA-JCC Greenwich is home to them.”
Looking beyond the immediate neighborhood,
he offered, “I want to strengthen our Greenwich relationships outside the
Jewish community as well.”

Continued on page 6

Secure Community Network Trainings Major Focus in Greenwich
In the wake of the January 15 attack on
Congregation Beth Israel in Colleyville, Texas,
Jewish institutions in Greenwich are redoubling
their efforts to be both vigilant and proactive.
These sadly necessary efforts draw on the expertise
of the Secure Community Network (SCN), an

Denim, Boots and Dinner

Honoring:
Michael Delikat and Bryanna Kallman

Celebrating Jewish Greenwich

affiliate organization of The Jewish Federations of
North America and the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations that
is known as “the official safety and security
organization” for the Jewish community in North
America. Our SCN Regional Security Advisor,
Michael Shanbrom, contacted Greenwich
Jewish community organizations and the
Greenwich Police Department to discuss
the unfolding situation at Colleyville,
and was instrumental in boosting the
police presence at the buildings of these
organizations during and after the attack.
Currently a new slate of training
sessions and infrastructural tools are
being launched for the local Jewish
community. On January 24, Shanbrom
convened a Regional Security Working
Group meeting with Greenwich and our

Connecticut partners where, among other agenda
items, plans were announced to launch a Jewish
Community Regional Security website. Programs
have been scheduled for:
• Temple Sholom: Countering Active Threats
(two sessions) and Threat, Vulnerability &
Risk Assessments
• Greenwich Reform Synagogue: Countering
Active Threats
• UJA-JCC Greenwich: Drafting a Crisis
Response Plan
• Community-wide: Countering Active Threats
The SCN’s first round of local trainings started
last October with underwriting by UJA-JCC
Greenwich. As part of the program, member
institutions receive real-time briefings from the
FBI, Homeland Security, the Greenwich Police
and the ADL.

See Your

May 11 | 7:00 p.m.
at
The Foundation House
Greenwich

Event Chair: Joui Hessel

in 2021
on page 28

Continued on page 14

Page 2

February 2022

A Wickedly Great Workout!
April 10 |
3 p . m . - 4 : 3 0 p . m . | R a i n D a te A p r i l 2
4

$90
for s
eries

Parents-Only FUN!
PJ Pails are filled with fun and educational arts & crafts
along with holiday activities sure to entertain your children.
Best for ages 1-7. Proceeds benefit PJ Library Greenwich.
Your child will receive three holiday pails for:

This workout is perfect for ALL
levels of fitness, led by instructor
Spencer Jones, former star in the musical
and current Obé instructor.

Purim – March, 2022
Passover – April, 2022
Shavuot – May, 2022

Workout followed by Prosecco.

To register and for more information, please go to
UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

(Address provided upon registration)

$36 per person (Minimum 10 people to take place)
Location: backyard of a private home in Greenwich
To register, please go to UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

Passover Food Drive
Help collect 300 boxes of Kosher for Passover matzoh ball soup mix! PJ Library
is collecting boxes for local residents in need so they can celebrate Passover.
The soup mix will be paired with other kosher for Passover items and
distributed by partner agencies.

How to give:
• First, sign up for the number of
boxes you will donate
• Then, have the boxes sent directly to us

Or
• Get your kids involved!
Bring your boxes to the
UJA-JCC lobby for a
hands-on Passover
experience with activities
for children.
(COVID protocols will be followed.)

To register and for more
information, please go to
UJAJCC.org or contact Cori at 203-552-1818
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Women Behind the Pin
Rabbi Joui Hessel, Women’s Philanthropy and UJA-JCC Board Member
WHY I’M A LION:
It’s important to support the Jewish
community. My mother is a Lion, and I’m
proud to be one as well. Hopefully in many
years, my daughter will too!
LION SINCE WHEN: 2018
WHAT FIRST INSPIRED ME AS A
PHILANTHROPIST:
It’s funny, I don’t consider myself a “philanthropist”—to
me, that label is reserved for the really big givers. Providing for
others less fortunate than I was a value instilled in me from
childhood. No matter what my family was blessed to have
because of my dad’s hard work, we always carved out time to
volunteer at a soup kitchen, donate money to causes and engage
in social justice advocacy work. I continue that work now in
part because it’s something every person should do, and in part
to serve as a role model to my child.
CURRENT PHILANTHROPIC INVOLVEMENTS:
I am honored to sit on the board of trustees of the
Greenwich United Way. I chair the town’s monthly Community
Planning Council meetings whereby representatives from local
government departments and agencies come together to explore
topical issues confronting our town and to seek resolutions as
a community.
MOST INSPIRING PHILANTHROPIC STORY:
Last week at work, as VP at the Bronfman Center for Jewish
Life at 92Y, I was introduced to a mother/daughter team,
Veronica Loomis and Mikayla Barnett. Not so long ago, they
experienced domestic violence in the home and homelessness
on the streets. They faced adversity and hardship while Veronica
worked and Mikayla studied, eventually graduating from the
Wharton School at UPenn. In 2019, they created It’s a She
Thing, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that serves
women and girls who have encountered traumatic experiences,
including but not limited to domestic violence, sexual assault,
bullying and homelessness. Through this they have helped
countless families, women and children during their most
critical times of need. Today they run this nonprofit in their

spare time, since Mikayla works at Goldman Sachs and Veronica
as senior manager of culture programming at Lincoln Center.
BEST REASON FOR BEING INVOLVED WITH UJA-JCC
GREENWICH:
Having lived in many other places, I can say with certainty
that the Jewish community in Greenwich, and particularly
those members involved with UJA-JCC Greenwich, is the
warmest and most welcoming Jewish community I have ever
experienced. Literally, a day after meeting Pam, a woman
called me and invited me to coffee in order to welcome me
into the community! That woman, Carolyn Surgent, is now a
dear friend. Soon after others followed, Bryanna Kallman and
Christine Tobeck as well as Deborah Steyn, Bonnie Citron,
Abby Levy and more. I immediately felt like I was a part of a
great community that cared for its members.
BEST UJA-JCC GREENWICH EVENT I EVER
ATTENDED:
I’d have to say there are two. The Joanie Leeds concert, where
we brought in a Grammy-nominated performer for our littlest
community members, was entertaining, fun and made for a
really great afternoon. The other was a PJ Baby event where
I met two friends who also had babies within weeks of my
daughter, Maren. Together we forged a support network with
other moms, and for that I am truly thankful.
BEST CULTURAL EVENT SINCE COVID:
Sesame Street did a phenomenal presentation for kids and
their parents about social justice and hatred. It was profound
and yet accessible to every age.
BIGGEST LIFE HACK IN THE WAKE OF COVID:
Working from home…when my daughter is out of the house
at school!
RECENT BOOK READ:
Scaffold Parenting: Raising Resilient, Self-Reliant, and Secure
Kids in an Age of Anxiety by Harold S. Koplewicz, and Last
Summer at the Golden Hotel by Elyssa Friedland.
QUOTE:
“Only when we are brave enough to explore the darkness will
we discover the infinite power of our light.” Brené Brown

UJA-JCC Coffee with Newcomers
Thanks to Rachel Rubin,
Newcomers Chair, for hosting two wonderful welcome
coffees at her home this past
November and December.
If you are new to
Greenwich or you know
someone who recently
moved to Greenwich, please
let us know so we can give
them a hearty welcome.
Contact Claudia Brenner
claudia@ujajcc.org or call
203-552-1818.
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COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY
UJA-JCC Greenwich
(203) 552-1818
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
Lower School (203) 329-2186
High School (203) 357-0850
Chavurat Deevray Torah
(203) 637-9478 or (203) 637-5877
Chabad Lubavitch of Greenwich
Gan of Greenwich Preschool
(203) 629-9059
Congregation Shir Ami
(203) 900-7976
Greenwich Reform
(203) 629-0018
Congregation Kehilat Shalom
Hebrew Wizards
(203) 249-4036
Jewish Family Services of Greenwich
(203) 622-1881
Jewish Senior Services
(203) 365-6400
Temple Sholom
(203) 869-7191
Temple Sholom
Selma Maisel Nursery School
(203) 622-8121

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY
CANDLE LIGHTING
TIMES
Fri., Feb. 11 ......... 5:06 pm
Fri., Feb. 18 ......... 5:15 pm
Fri., Feb. 25 ......... 5:23 pm
Fri., Mar. 4 ......... 5:31 pm
Fri., Mar. 11 ....... 5:39 pm
Fri., Mar. 18 ....... 6:47 pm
Fri., Mar 25 ........ 6:54 pm
Fri., Apr. 1........... 7:02 pm
Fri., Apr. 8........... 7:09 pm
First night Passover
Fri., Apr. 15......... 7:16 pm
Last night Passover
Sat., Apr. 23 ........ 7:23 pm
Greenwich Jewish News
Published by

UJA-JCC Greenwich
One Holly Hill Lane
Greenwich, CT 06830
(203) 552-1818
ujajcc.org
MARGIE BLACK
Co-President,
WALTER PRIMOFF
Co-President,
UJA-JCC GREENWICH
CHRISTINE TOBACK
President, Women’s Philanthropy
PAMELA EHRENKRANZ
Chief Executive Officer
CLAUDIA BRENNER
Director, Women’s Philanthropy
CORI SANOGUEIRA
PJ Library and Youth Experiences Director
NANCY ZISSON
Editorial Chairman
JUDITH MARGOLIN
Editor
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL WOMEN’S EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM!

Suzanne Nossel

Courtney Zoffness

Dare To Speak

Spilt Milk

Suzanne Nossel is the Chief Executive Officer of PEN
America, a leading human rights and free expression
organization. A graduate of Harvard College and Harvard
Law School. During the first term of the Obama
Administration, Nossel served as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for International Organizations.

Courtney Zoffness, author of Spilt Milk, (named a
“must-read” by Good Morning America) won the 2018
Sunday Times Short Story Award, the most valuable
international prize for short fiction. She directs the
Creative Writing Program at Drew University.

L

a

NITRA

M.

BERGER

IRMA STERN
AND THE R ACIAL
PA R A D OX O F
SOUTH AFRICAN
MODERN ART
AUDACITIES

OF

COLOUR

Deborah Copaken

LaNitra M. Berger

Ladyparts

Irma Stern

Deborah Copaken is the New York Times bestselling author of
Shutterbabe & The Red Book. A contributing writer at The Atlantic,
she’s also a Golden Globe-nominated TV writer (Emily in Paris),
performer, Emmy-winning news producer, and photojournalist. Her
photographs have appeared in Time, Newsweek, and The New York
Times. Her column “When Cupid Is a Prying Journalist” was adapted
for the Modern Love Amazon series.

LaNitra M. Berger is an award-winning scholar,
educator, speaker, and social justice advocate. She is
currently a scholar and administrator at George Mason
University. Her scholarly interests are in art and social
activism in the African and Jewish diasporas.

March 9, 2022 | 9:30 - 11:45 a.m. | at YWCA Greenwich
$54 ticket $118 sponsor (includes one book)
To register, please go to UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818
Masks are required for all participants

Honorary Chair – Joan Mann
Event Chairs – Bonnie Citron • Romy Cohen • Lindsey Zaken
United Jewish Federation
OF STAMFORD • NEW CANAAN • DARIEN
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Education Symposium 2022
As the winter chill starts to subside, UJA-JCC Greenwich will warm
hearts and inquisitive minds with its annual Education Symposium on
Wednesday, March 9, from 9:30 to 11:45 am at YWCA Greenwich
(259 East Putnam Avenue). Suzanne Nossell, CEO of PEN America
and a former State Department diplomat, headlines the opening session.
Her timely book Dare to Speak: Defending Free Speech for All unpacks
today’s roiling tensions between the movement for equality, inclusivity
and antibigotry and the sense that this quest for a more progressive and
just society is being pitted against bedrock protections of free speech and
academic freedom. Nossell will offer guidance in how to use language
without self-censoring ideas and to protest without silencing the ideas of
others.
Next, attendees will choose between two breakout sessions: Courtney
Zoffness and her collection of essays Spilt Milk, or LaNitra M. Berger
and her illustrated biography Irma Stern and the Racial Paradox of South
African Modern Art: Audacities of Color. The Zoffness camp will dip
into parenting, Jewish identity and what gets passed down to future
generations. What role does a mother play in raising thoughtful, generous
children? There are threads through the award-winning writer’s stories
beginning with how she relived her childhood anxiety disorder as it
appeared to rear up in her firstborn.

Participants who opt for LaNitra Berger will time-trip to South Africa
of the Boer War to World War II to apartheid, where Irma Stern came to
be that country’s most prolific painter of Black, Jewish and mixed-race life
while brewing controversial positions on race. Berger is an award-winning
scholar, social justice advocate and educator who teaches at George
Mason University’s African and African American Studies program and
Department of History and Art History.
To cap the morning, all will reunite for the closing session with
Deborah Copaken. Two decades after her bestselling photojournalist
memoir Shutterbabe, Copaken shifts focus to a more intimate war zone
–her body – for LadyParts: A Memoir. Copaken leads audiences through
the trenches of divorce, sexual harassment and other battles to explore the
relationship between her flesh and the patriarchy that envelops it.
“Though Deborah’s ordeals may seem anything but funny, all present
are permitted, even encouraged, to laugh with the author,” assures Joan
Mann, who serves as Honorary Chair alongside Event Chairs Bonnie
Citron, Romy Cohen and Lindsey Zaken. “In fact, all of this year’s
speakers give reason to laugh a little and maybe cry a little too.”
Masks are required for all Education Symposium participants. Tickets
may be purchased at ujajcc.org; opportunities to sponsor (and receive one
free book) are also available online or by calling 203-552-1818.

Challenge Makes You Stronger:
A Greenwich Teen’s View from Israel
Zachary Toback Interview with Laura Blum
“It made me really fall in love with Zionism,”
says Greenwich High School junior Zachary
Toback about his transformative summer at
the Alexander Muss High School in Israel
(AMHSI), a partner of the Jewish National
Fund. “I would take notes about Jewish or
Israeli history at the Hod HaSharon campus
and then go to the actual place where
it happened,” he reports. This past June,
Zachary joined some 200 other rising 11th
and 12th graders, many from Miami, who
immersed themselves in the school’s sixweek offering of academics and adventure.
Of the three programs offered, he chose
“Foundations Israel” using the Holy Land as
an experiential classroom to bring 4,000 years of
Jewish history to life.
“There were days when we’d get up at 3 a.m.
to climb up a mountain for two hours with
backpacks,” remembers Zach of the lesson plan
that was Masada. “That was really challenging,
but through this challenge I got to surround
myself with people who ‘carried’ me up there.”
Making friends and memories atop the Judean
Desert fortress culminated in a reading of
Flavius Josephus’s legendary chronicle of the
First Jewish-Roman War. Another standout
“tiyul” was a trip to the Mediterranean shore
where clandestine immigrant ships attempted to
sneak into the Yishuv during the Second Aliyah.
Present-day events also packed the curriculum.
As it happened, Zach’s visit unfolded one month
after the 11-day flareup in May 2021, when
Hamas fired rockets toward Israeli cities from
Gaza, and Israel launched airstrikes on the

Palestinian enclave. “There was a lot of tension,”
he recounts. “Everywhere we went, we saw sirens
and defenses inside the playgrounds. They’d
have concrete shelters disguised as children’s
playground items.”
Zach prizes the opportunity AMHSI afforded
him to bone up on “why Israel has the right
to exist.” He notes, “When I go to college and
encounter negativity toward the Jewish state, I’ll
be able to defend it.” The Muss experience will,
Zach believes, already be a “huge advantage”
when applying to colleges. Not only will he
have college credits to show for himself, but
admissions committees are likely to view his
overseas exploits as evidence of ‘trying new
things.”
Yet perhaps the most valuable college prep for
Zach was the sentimental education. “I went
alone,” he says, “and at first I wasn’t sure how
to go about meeting people. But through all

the marathons we went through together,
I formed really deep relationships. Having
these people I knew I could rely on gave me
a confidence boost.”
Zach credits AMHSI with another
personal makeover. “It taught me to be
more independent,” he reflects. The 16-yearold says he wasn’t the only one to notice
a change. “My parents saw that I was a
different person when I came back, that I was
being more self-reliant, doing laundry on my
own, making sure my homework was done,
making my bed and generally being more
responsible.”
The Greenwich teen first found out about
Alexander Muss from his mother, Women’s
Philanthropy President Christine Toback, who
herself caught wind of it from the UJA-JCC
Greenwich community. This wasn’t his first trip
to Israel. He had been there three times before,
including for his bar mitzvah. But the AMHSI
outing was something new. For one thing, it
unfolded during a pandemic. Upon arriving
in Israel, Zach had to take an antibody blood
test. “Once I got my results, I was free to move
about the country,” he says. It was the first of
many tests he would have to take during his
stay – none of the rest of them medical, yet all
a crucible for growth and development. Having
passed them all with flying colors, the AMHSI
alum envisions possibly spending a college
semester or two in Israel. For now, though, he’s
staying stateside. Destination: Miami. That’s
where reunions await with the dear friends he
made during his life-changing summer at Muss.
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Shir Ami Assists Afghan Families through SIRS 2022 UJA-JCC Greenwich
by Marie Orsini Rosen, Congregation Shir Ami
Co-Presidents–
“You know the heart of the stranger.”
Who isn’t jolted by this powerful injunction
in the Torah?
This theme is in the Torah no less than
36 times. It reenacts our ancestors’ history
and the refugees’ plight today. According to
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, 1.47M
refugees will need resettlement this year.
Refugee resettlement is taking place all over
the world, including in our own backyards.
After the August 2021 evacuation,
Congregation Shir Ami was moved to
action on behalf of Afghan families. Tikvah
Committee Chair Ronny Kaplan and
Member Judith Croen turned to Stamford
Interfaith Refugee Settlement (SIRS).
Judith’s commitment began last spring: “I
was downsizing during a move and looking
to make material donations to a local charity.
This was before the August withdrawal of
US forces from Afghanistan, but I was happy
to learn that SIRS was taking donations for
its next refugee family. Additionally, as a
psychotherapist, I volunteer as an advisor
on the SIRS health committee for mental
health issues that may come up with our
Stamford refugee families.”
Shir Ami raised funds for SIRS, and Ronny
and Judith invited the SIRS leadership, Jean
Meyer and Amy Ewing, to speak at our
annual “Social Action Shabbat” on Friday,
February 4.
SIRS is heartened by the community

Continued from page 1

Shir Ami’s Social Action chair, Ronny Kaplan and
SIRS co-directors, Amy Ewing and Jean Meyer

support,” which also includes Greenwich
Jewish Family Services, where Shir Ami’s
Barbara Salop volunteers. Amy added:
“These donations and volunteers support
refugee families and coach them towards
financial independence. In past years SIRS
worked with a Syrian family of six and an
Afghan family of three. In November SIRS
welcomed a third family (of six Afghans)
and is now awaiting the arrival of a fourth
family (of six Afghans).”
What is it about “You know the heart of
the stranger” that so grips our hearts? The
passage teaches us to have empathy and fight
for our rights and freedom. It also reminds
us that Jews are part of a global family where
our own tribe knows only too well the heart
of the stranger and commands us to help.
Visit sirsct.org and follow SIRS on Facebook
(facebook.com/sirsct.org) to learn more about
what SIRS does and how you can help.

The office of the co-presidency has no dearth of
spheres to serve and issues to address in 2022. “UJAJCC Greenwich is the organization encompassing the
entire Jewish community regardless of specific religious
affiliation,” noted Primoff. “It continues to be a leader in
Holocaust education and raising awareness about Antisemitism and is now playing a central role providing the
security training throughout our community that saved
the lives of the four Texas hostages.”
Such themes reverberated with Black as well. “A key
priority is security and working with Michael Shanbrom
of Secure Community Network, who will be teaching us
how to keep Jewish Greenwich safe. I am looking forward
to working on our Strategic Planning process to design a
plan to make the most of our transformed world, figuring
out what we should start doing, stop doing and continue
doing.”
Black and Primoff will work closely with the board of
directors to bring their visions to life. See full slate below.

UJA-JCC Board of Directors
Jane Batkin
Bran Berni
Stuart Berni
Marjorie Black Co-President
Steven Black
Rebecca Cooper
Ellen Davis
Alice Baron Delikat
Michael Delikat
Chairman of the Board
Rabbi Yossi Deren*
Pamela Ehrenkranz* CEO
Andi Fern
Martin Flashner Treasurer
Rabbi Jordie Gerson*
Rabbi Mark Golub*
Ken Greenberg*
Joui Hessel
Alexandra Hochman*
Rabbi Mitchell Hurvitz*
Bryanna Kallman
Chairman of the Board

Silvina Knoll
Adam Leader
Joan Mann
Sally Mann
Amanda Miller
Brian Neilinger
Susan Nisinzweig*
Walter Primoff Co-President
Ellen Schapps Richman
Yael Rosen
Wendy Schreiber
Rebecca Tipermas
Christine Toback WP President
Jeffrey Toback
Jane Weitzman
Jordan Yarett
Nancy Zisson
Honorary Campaign Chair
Bold = Executive Committee
* = Ex Officio
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Clergy’s Corner

Y What Matters Most Are the Things
That Can Never Be Stolen Y

A Personal Traumatic Experience with a Lesson at the End
by Rabbi Deborah Salomon, Hebrew Wizards
Can you imagine if you lost
your wallet and all your most
valuable identifications and
precious belongings? This,
my worst fear, happened. I
was robbed a week before
Thanksgiving and lost all of
the above. November was
always a wonderful month
for me, not just because it’s
my husband’s birthday, or
my middle daughter’s special
day, but because it’s a time
to be grateful for family,
friends and for life itself.
Thanksgiving also gives us
time to focus on how we can
help those less fortunate and
what we can do to make a
difference in someone else’s
life.
At Wizards we call
November our “Mitzvah
Month,” and we pack in
as many mitzvah moments
as possible. In 2021 we
happily prepared for and
fed 50 hungry men at the
Stamford Homeless Shelter
and made baskets filled with
all the Thanksgiving fixings,
especially for the families
at Kids in Crisis. We raised
funds for the Pet Rescue
Center, and each week our
13 Teen Wizards called their
“super seniors” to listen to
their stories and their words
of wisdom. Knowing that
we can make a difference in
someone else’s life brings us
joy, strengthens us and fills
our hearts.
On November 18th, my
dear friend and tennis partner
underwent hand surgery and,
as another mitzvah, I made a
big pot of matzoh ball soup
intending to share some preThanksgiving cheer. I drove
to the tennis club, owed by
my friend, Michael, for 36
years. It is a beautiful jewel
situated in the heart of the
Orthodox neighborhood of
New Rochelle. I parked in
my familiar spot, and after
an hour of chatting, I walked

to my car, where I suddenly
found myself speechless!
The back window was
smashed in, with tiny beads
of glass covering my parking
space. Still in a state of shock,
I looked inside my car. Then
I realized that all of my
belongings had been stolen:
my wallet with a fresh stack
of bills from a recent visit to
the ATM, all my credit cards,
my license, my vaccination
card, my pocket books, my
briefcase and a large bag of
Chanukah gifts. Even the
ancillary credit cards that I
kept in the center console
had been taken.
Sadly the video camera
that surveyed the parking
lot had lost battery power
and never recorded the break
in. I received a ping on my
phone…Chase was asking
if the purchase of a Louis
Vuitton bag for $8,200 was
authorized; then Amex called
to say that I had $20,000
of new charges that were
pending. I quickly canceled
all my credit cards and
drove home with a broken
window, which sent chilled
air throughout the car for the
entire drive.
I filed a police report the
next morning. But honestly
it was clear they had more
important matters to deal
with. Yet I was devastated.
I had been violated. The
thieves had every piece of
identification, and this
shook me. It was only days
later that I realized that
additional things were taken
from the car, like a unique
purse purchased on a special
vacation to Hong Kong. In
my briefcase were important
papers, like the marriage
license for an upcoming
wedding. It’s not easy to tell
the bride that her marriage
license she had sent to me
via Fedex was in my missing
briefcase. Other necessities

like my favorite sunglasses,
and my prescription readers
were also pilfered. Even my
watch that was supposed to
have gone to the jewelry store
weeks before, along with the
necklace that had broken
while I was playing tennis,
were gone.
The pandemic has created
a nightmare for the auto
industry, and with car parts
delayed, my car remained in
the shop for nearly a month.
Each day that I got into a
rental car, I was reminded
of the robbery. But what the
robbers somehow missed was
a small perfectly wrapped
present in a gift bag left
intact on the floor of the
passenger side. My husband
had given me this gift as an
early Chanukah present, but
I wanted to wait until the
family party to open it up.
So I left it in my car. It was
a ring I had admired at a
local store with zigzags that
reminded me of the ups and
downs of the pandemic. I
said to myself…those thugs
do have a heart, because that
was my Chanukah miracle.
A month later my car was

repaired and returned, the
marriage license was replaced,
and a nice new purse arrived.
I got a different briefcase, and
new sunglasses and readers
were safely in my bag. My
driver’s license was also easily
replaced online, and a new
vaccination card was given to
me at my booster shot visit
later that week. All of those
things that I thought I valued
most were easily replaced.
That same week I received
lovely thank you notes from
all the organizations that
we had helped throughout
the month of November.
A gentle reminder of the
sense of pride that I feel
for teaching and instilling
the values of Tikkun Olam
and Klal Yisrael at Hebrew
Wizards. Those things fill my
heart.
A new appreciation for
health has arisen in me as the
pandemic has instilled fear
in us all. My eldest daughter
is still suffering from the
serious long-term effects of
her Covid Pneumonia since
March of 2020. My husband
this month was also very
ill for 16 days and is now

recuperating. People we love
are passing away, unable to
have in-person funerals due to
the pandemic. Celebrations
continue to be postponed,
and the world seems upside
down sometimes. There are
many things that are out of
our control. Still no matter
how traumatic this smashin theft was for me, when I
look back on it now, it seems
so minor. That same tennis
friend, only weeks ago, was
in a serious car accident.
His car was totaled, and he
miraculously escaped without
injury. These startling events
place a new perspective on
life. A car can be replaced,
but a life cannot. We just
need to pause and reflect and
hold tight to all the things
that matter most, the things
that can never be stolen.
Editor’s Note: The spiritual leaders
of Greenwich alternate in providing
messages for each issue of the Greenwich
Jewish News. These comments are those
of the authors alone and are not meant
to reflect the opinions of UJA-JCC
Greenwich.

Personal and
Commercial Insurance

Suzanne Shemin Katz

d: 203.618.3161
c: 917.902.4472
suzanne.katz@sothebyshomes.com
GREENWICH BROKERAGE | sothebyshomes.com/greenwich
1 PICKWICK PLAZA, GREENWICH, CT
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark.

Steve Batkin
stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com
worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin
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Rosh Chodesh Monthly Session on
a Life Well Lived
How do you define a
life well-lived? Members of
Congregation Shir Ami have
been examining that pivotal
question during their monthly Rosh Chodesh discussion

stacy young
CONNECT ICUT

NEW YORK

Helping clients open
the door to the next
chapter. One home
at a time!

groups. The sessions are
guided by Dr. Karl Pillemer’s
book, 30 Lessons for Living:
Tried and True Advice from
the Wisest Americans, which
gleans insights from interviews with thousands of older
Americans, age 65 and up.
Each month, the group
focuses on a specific topic,
including career, marriage,
and aging gracefully, among
others. The meetings are lively and thought-provoking, as
members consider questions
like: What advice would you
give your children about
choosing work? How valu-

able is it to marry someone
from a similar background?
What type of legacy do you
hope to leave?
In addition to sharing personal experiences and reactions to the book, the group
explores how a Jewish perspective has informed the
trajectory of their lives and
personal choices. The meetings have proven a wonderful way for Shir Ami members and guests, to bond,
exchange ideas and support
one another in building a
more purposeful and intentional future.

Stacy Young

Real Estate Salesperson
Licensed in New York & Connecticut
Email: Stacy.Young@Raveis.com
Cell: 917-816-6733
www.StacyYoung.Raveis.com
45 Field Point Rd Greenwich, CT 06830

summer 2022
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Call the Wizard 203-249-4036
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Temple Sholom’s Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz Receives
Community Service Award from Emunah of America
For many years, the Emunah
Sarah Herzog Children’s Center in
Afula, Israel, has been a meaningful
organization to Temple Sholom’s
Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz, and
on November 1, his long-standing
partnership with the residential
home for at-risk children was
recognized by Emunah of America
at their annual awards dinner.
Rabbi Mitch and other “Changemaker” honorees were celebrated
at the virtual program for their
friendship and support, which have
helped to provide vital education
and therapeutic services that save
lives and empower children, women
and families at-risk in Emunah
homes and programs. His ongoing efforts were noted as an essential
component of Emunah’s success, and he was named the recipient of their
2021 Community Service Award.
“The honorees were chosen for their lifelong commitment to Emunah,”
said National Emunah President Debbie Bienenfeld in a press release
leading up to the event. “In addition to leading busy, active lives within
their professions, communities and families, these wonderful volunteers
still find time to help our most worthy organization. We could not

Greenwich Reform Religious School
Update from Cantor & Religious
School Director Michelle Rubin
The hallways at Greenwich Reform are buzzing with the beautiful
sounds of our religious school children learning, praying and singing.
Our students are working hard on Hebrew reading and learning about
the holidays, Israel, mitzvot and Torah stories. Whether they are playing
Hebrew games, Jewpardy or are expressing themselves through art
projects, creating Mitzvah journals, or leading prayers at Shabbat services,
they are doing so with great enthusiasm! Our children even perform
G’milut Chasidim (acts of loving kindness) with fervor, collectively
donating more than 150 food items to Neighbor to Neighbor to help
those in the Greenwich community with food insecurity. Whether on
Zoom or in person, our students come to class excited to share the latest
mitzvah they performed, discuss the upcoming holidays, sing the body
parts in Hebrew or share their “cool Jew of the week” story.
For more information, contact GRS at 203-629-0018.

accomplish our mission without
them.”
Rabbi Mitch originally became
involved with the Emunah
Sarah Herzog Children’s Center
during his first mission trip with
Temple Sholom to Israel, and has
strengthened that relationship over
the years, expanding its reach to
his congregation and further within
the Greenwich community. “On
my first mission to Israel many
years ago, we went with our group
to Emunah and really just fell in
love with the home environment
they created, the campus, and the
children,” said Rabbi Mitch during
the dinner. “Every time I go to Israel
I always make a point of going to Emunah. The need is certainly there,
but it is also a way for our congregation’s children to connect with their
peers through b’nai mitzvah, twinning, letter writing and projects, just
perfect for us.”
Temple Sholom religious school students Leah Buzik and Nathan
Buzik were also honored at the event as “Changemaker Kids” for their
Chanukah gift-giving chesed project for all of the children in the Emunah
Afula home.
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Shir Ami’s
“Oy Vey to Broadway!”

Purim Fun for Everyone!
FREE AND
OPEN
TO THE
PUBLIC!
Purim
Fun
for
Everyone!

Congregation Shir Ami combined
ritual and music in its third annual
Broadway-inspired singalong entitled
“Oy Vey to Broadway – A Night of
Music and Memory” on Saturday,
January 22. The evening began
with Havdallah prayers followed by
a tribute to Rabbi Emerita Axe’s
late husband, Dr. Harold Axe z’l,
who relished NYC musical theater
performances with his wife Vicki.
Then we enjoyed songs from the five
performers, including Cantor Jill Abramson, Rabbi Emerita Axe, Broadway veteran John
Hickok, and the Shir Ami singers Rick Lake and Greg Suss.
The Zoom event with a live camera mix and professional audio began with a
congregational singalong to Stephen Sondheim’s “Comedy Tonight” and closed with a
joint rendition of Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah.” Between these musical bookends, there
were ten solos and duos from Jewish composers and lyricists who contributed to the
Great American Songbook. These songs ranged from “Anything You Can Do…” from
Annie Get Your Gun by Irving Berlin to “Do You Love Me” from Fiddler on the Roof by
Jerry Bock (music) and Sheldon Harnick (lyrics). Shir Ami congregant Rick Lake was
a fabulous emcee and offered a narrative frame ripe with humor and historical context.
The vocals were enriched by award-winning pianist, Dina Pruzhansky, who performed
on the 102-year old Steinert piano passed down to Lake from his grandmother.
Shir Ami welcomes all who want to worship, study, and sing with us. Please visit our
website at congregationshirami.org. for our calendar of events.

(REGISTRATION
Purim
Fun for REQUIRED)
Everyone!
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

FREE AND OPEN
TO THE
Wednesday,
March
16,PUBLIC!
5:00 pm:
(REGISTRATION
REQUIRED)
(REGISTRATION REQUIRED)
Family Megillah reading and Purim shpiel
Wednesday,March
March 16,
pm:pm:
Wednesday,
16,5:00
5:00
Family
Megillahreading
reading and
Purim
shpiel
Family
Megillah
and
Purim
Sunday,
March 20,
9:30
am shpiel

Religious
School
Purim
Celebration
Sunday,
March
20, 9:30
am
Religious
Purim
Sunday,School
March
20,Celebration
9:30 am

Religious
School
Purim
Celebration
with
special
guests
with special guests

We’re
Cousins
We’re
Cousins
with
special
guests
Jewish Improv Group
Jewish
Improv
Group
We’re
Cousins

Jewish Improv Group

For more information, email lisa@grs.org or call (203) 629-0018

For more information,
email lisa@grs.org
or call (203) 629-0018
Greenwich
Reform Synagogue
92 Orchard Street Cos Cob, CT 06807

For more information, email
lisa@grs.org or call (203) 629-0018
www.grs.org

Greenwich Reform Synagogue
Rabbi
Jordie
Gerson
92 Orchard
Street
Cos
Cob,
CT 06807
Greenwich
Reform
Synagogue
Cantor and Religious School Director, Michelle Rubin
92 Orchardwww.grs.org
Street Cos Cob, CT 06807
www.grs.org
Rabbi Jordie Gerson

Rabbi
JordieDirector,
Gerson Michelle Rubin
Cantor and Religious
School
Cantor and Religious School Director, Michelle Rubin

Temple Sholom Makes a Difference
for New York City’s Homeless
through Midnight Run
Temple Sholom’s Social Action
Committee, overseen by Temple
Vice President Scott Kramer, spent
several months organizing volunteer efforts to be able to provide a
successful Midnight Run to New
York City on Saturday, November
20. Temple members generously purchased clothing and supply
items from an Amazon Wish list to
be distributed to homeless people,
along with toiletry kits that were
prepared during Yom Kippur by Temple Sholom volunteers load bins
and boxes of clothing.
Temple Sholom’s teen community.
Teams of volunteers also assem- load the van that would be used to
bled meal bags at their homes in deliver the items by the group that
advance of the Run, and helped to evening.

Volunteers from Temple Sholom.
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THE IMPACT OF YOUR GIFT
UJA-JCC Greenwich Supports Camp Scholarship
Laurelwood Only CT Jewish Overnight Camp
Shabbat at Camp Laurelwood is a magical
experience that really brings the values and
identity of Jewish camping to life. “Shabbat
is the time where our vision of a kinder world
is most visible,” said Rabbi James Greene,
Camp Laurelwood’s Executive Director, “and
demonstrates how Camp builds the world we
aspire to live in. It is in those moments when
the importance of Jewish camp experiences
is realized.”
Beyond the weekly Friday night traditions
like the Shabbat walk and services and a
dinner complete with roasted chicken and
matzah ball soup are more Camp favorite –
delicious blondies for dessert and a song session
with lots of Camp classics and Israeli dancing. But
what makes Shabbat at Camp Laurelwood unique,
according to Louis Lasko, the Camp Director, is the
powerful role of the community. “Although many
Jewish camps have special Shabbat traditions,
Laurelwood really welcomes the community to
come home for Shabbat. Alumni from years past,
Camp parents, and other community members all
have a seat at our Shabbat table.”
Although visitors were not allowed at Camp
last summer due to health and safety restrictions,

hopefully they will be a welcome return in
2022. This is likely to include dozens of alumni,
community leaders, and families who visit
Laurelwood throughout the summer for Shabbat
to get a taste of the magic that Camp offers.
“Shabbat is such a perfect time to welcome new
and returning guests to Laurelwood,” according
to Elizabeth Kaplan, Laurelwood’s Family Camp
Coordinator. “Our Family Camp program is
centered around the celebration of Shabbat
and invites families to recharge and experience
Shabbat the way that our overnight campers do
every week.”

As Camp Laurelwood looks ahead to next
summer, Rabbi James wanted to make sure
everyone felt welcome at Camp. “We believe
that Camp helps build Jewish identity. And,
we want to share it as widely as possible. If
you want to come see what Laurelwood is
really all about, please reach out to us and
come join us for a Shabbat experience – at
one of our Family Camps or during the
summer. We would love to welcome you
home to Camp Laurelwood this year!”
Camp Laurelwood opens for its 85th
summer on June 26, 2022 and has Family
Camp weekends scheduled for June and
September. If you are interested in visiting Camp
this summer, please reach out to the Camp
Laurelwood team at 203-421-3736 or by emailing
info@camplaurelwood.org.

THANK YOU

Your gift helped us do this and so much more last year!
DIGNITY GROWS

500
Distributed 500
Dignity Packs of
menstrual
products and
toiletries.

Supported the
Jewish Health and
Healing program
and mental health
services.

Lobbied Connecticut
State Legislature on
issues of importance
to the Jewish
community through
JFACT, the Jewish Federation
Association of Connecticut, including
successfully lobbying for $5 million
dollars of security funding for faithbased organizations.

Created and
delivered over 150
virtual programs
with over 5,000
registered
participants.

Haifa
Rape
Crisis
Center
Supported 24/7
crisis line which
received over 2000
calls last year.

Welcomed over
100 new families
to Jewish
Greenwich with
welcome baskets
and social events.
We donated
hundreds of
pounds of
apples to Jewish
Family Services
in Greenwich
and the Schoke
JFS Kosher
Food Pantry in
Stamford.

Hired a Regional
Security Advisor to
improve security
for every Jewish
organization
in Greenwich.

Launched a new
teen philanthropy
program with a
sold-out inaugural
cohort.

In 2021 2,665 books were sent
out to the Greenwich community.
38,736 have been sent out since
the program started.
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Lunch & Learn
Every Thursday from 12:30 – 1:30 pm via Zoom
The Lunch & Learn program is generously sponsored by Rita Edelston.

March 2022

February 2022
February 17

March 3

Calling Upon God to
Unite the Nation
Rabbi Jeffrey Segelman

The Talmud and Addiction
Rabbi Irwin Huberman

March 10
February 24

Purim: The Holiday
You Thought You Knew
Rabbi Tzvi Sytner

Esther and Identity:
Literary and Artistic Perspectives
Shira Hecht Koller

March 17
How Biblical Hebrew Works
Rabbi Dr. David Moster

April 2022

March 24

April 7
Freedom as
Sacrifice: Pesach
as an Antidote
to the Decay of
Liberal Society
Tanya White

Tikkuning the
Actual Olam
Rabbi Stephanie Kolin

March 31
The Haggadah’s Mistake and Needed Changes
Rabbi Moshe Edelman

To register and receive zoom link,
go to UJAJCC.org
or call 203-552-1818

February 2022

DAVIS

THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
CULTURE & CARING

FILM
FESTIVAL
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Enjoy the Davis Film
Festival (at home)!

Grab your popcorn and enjoy these quality films from the comfort of your own
couch for $9 each. All features stream through 9 p.m. on the final day of showing.

ADVENTURES OF A MATHEMATICIAN

PERSIAN LESSONS

Sunday, March 13 at 5 p.m. to Tuesday, March 15 at 9 p.m.

Sunday, April 24 at 5 p.m. to Tuesday, April 26 at 9 p.m.

Thorsten Klein / Biographical Drama / Germany, Poland, UK / 102 min.

Vadim Perelman / Drama / Belarus, Germany, Russia / 127 min.

Stanislaw Ulam is recruited to work on the Manhattan
Project, where he and a team of brilliant immigrant
scientists work toward the creation of the hydrogen
bomb and the first computer. This heartwarming
biopic offers a glimpse into one of the greatest
scientific minds of the 20th century.

Gilles is sent to a concentration camp where he narrowly
avoids execution by swearing that he is not Jewish, but
Persian. This lie temporarily saves him, but then Gilles is
assigned to teach Persian, which he doesn’t know, to the
officer in charge of the camp’s kitchen.

MAY FILM
STILL TO BE
ANNOUNCED.

GREENER PASTURES

PORTRAYAL

Sunday, June 12 at 5 p.m. to Tuesday, June 14 at 9 p.m.

Sunday, July 17 at 5 p.m. to Tuesday, July 19 at 9 p.m.

Matan Gugenhaim, Assaf Abiri / Comedy / Israel / 90 min

Billie Mintz / Documentary / Canada / 96 min.

Dov, a 75-year old widower, is forced by his family
to move to a nursing home. All he can think about is
buying back his old house. When he notices that his
fellow residents smoke legal medical cannabis, he
realizes how to make hay out of weed — by selling it.

Since he was an adolescent, Roman has been haunted
by a secret that his late Russian grandfather revealed
about the origins of thousands of missing portraits he
had painted over his lifetime. The quest to catch a thief
confronts the ethics of ownership and art’s ability to
preserve the past. Winner of the Schoumann Award for
Jewish Cinema at the Jerusalem Film Festival.

To register, please go to UJAJCC.org or call 203-552-1818

Page 14

February 2022

Secure Community Network Trainings
Continued from page 1

And, of course, from the SCN staff.
Shanbrom conducted a Countering
Active Threat bootcamp for The
JCC Preschool at Greenwich Reform
Synagogue, after having sat down with
the Security Committee, chaired by
Carol Spinner, to lay out goals and
methods. Since then, GRS has held In December 2021, UJA-JCC Greenwich
Regional Security Advisor Michael J.
training sessions for their board of
Shanbrom
conducted Countering Active
trustees and religious leaders while
Threat training with teachers and staff
also “making investments both to
from the preschool at GRS.
secure the physical building and to
develop procedures for how to act in the event of the unthinkable,” noted
GRS Co-Presidents Ken Greenberg and Sandy Soule in a statement to
congregants. “Safety is our number one priority,” they stressed. “We are
thankful for the support of UJA-JCC, our clergy and staff, the Greenwich
Police and especially to our GRS volunteers for their support and efforts in
helping us provide a safe environment at GRS.”
Shanbrom also spoke and met with Temple Sholom leadership a number
of times, Executive Director Eileen Robin affirmed. “Having an SCN
regional advisor as a resource is very valuable,” she told Greenwich Jewish
News. On behalf of Chabad of Greenwich and its Gan Preschool, Rabbi
Yossi and Maryashie Deren expressed similar appreciation for “this lifesaving service, which regrettably is increasingly indispensable in our era
of rising antisemitic acts of terror.” Other member institutions in ongoing
contact with Shanbrom include UJA-JCC Greenwich, Jewish Family
Services of Greenwich, the Greenwich Police Department and the FBI’s
New Haven Field Office.
For further information about SCN initiatives and its guidance on applying
for Nonprofit Security Grants, visit ujajcc.org.

Don’t Miss This
New Evening Melton Class

In this short six-session quest, we’ll dive deep into a fundamental,
challenging question: “What is the overarching purpose of living Jewishly?”
We’ll discuss the responsibilities, pressures, and misconceptions that
come with being called “The Chosen People.”
Tuesday Evenings Via Zoom 7:30- 8:45 p.m.
April 19th - May 24th (no class April 26th)
$189 (includes book)
Register at ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818

Dr. Ilana DeLaney is the founding Dean of Campus of Life in San Diego, a
progressive community where people of all ages and faiths live, learn and
grow together. Her leadership and educational experience started in Israel
and continued in the US where she taught extensively including at the Adult
Institute for Lifelong Learning and the Teacher Center in Stamford CT.

ANTI-SEMITISM
The Many Faces of Anti-Semitism

ADVOCACY

FILM

End Jew Hatred

Cinema with a Cause: Jewish
Filmmakers and the Call for
Social Justice in America

30 MINUTES WITH
VIRÁG GULYÁS
Hear the remarkable journey of this “almost
Jewish” Hungarian-born former diplomat
and ballerina who rose above her antiSemitic roots to change stereotypes about
Israel and the Jewish people. Learn about
her digital communications strategies for
End Jew Hatred, a grassroots movement
dedicated to ensuring Jewish liberation
from persecution and achieving justice
through peaceful direct action.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 | 7:30 PM

CO-SPONSORS: THE AVON THEATRE
& YWCA GREENWICH
Last year, Dr. Marc Lapadula mesmerized the forum
with his cinema talk. This year, he’s back by popular
demand to explore works of Jewish American
filmmakers touting social causes, including clips
from movies such as To Kill a Mockingbird, Anatomy
of a Murder, Judgment at Nuremberg, Inherit the
Wind, The Graduate, Saving Private Ryan and more.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 | 7:30-9 PM

Register at www.ujajcc.org to receive a Zoom link. Free & open to the community.
This program is made possible by a grant from Lois and Bruce Zenkel

February 2022
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UJA-JCC Greenwich Joins “Shine A Light,”
an Unprecedented Coalition to Spotlight Antisemitism
New major nationwide initiative addresses rising Antisemitism through education, partnerships, advocacy, and media.
With the goal of drawing attention to the number of Antisemitic incidents on a dangerous upward spiral across the country, the Jewish Federations
of Connecticut, together with their respective Jewish Community Relations Councils, the Jewish Federation Association of Connecticut (JFACT)
and ADL Connecticut, joined together to present “Shine A Light on Antisemitism” during the holiday of Chanukah.
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An Evening of The Gershwins
On December 1, at the Ferguson Library, a sold out crowd gathered in commentary by Broadway producer Jack Viertel on the lyrics, plays and
person to enjoy An Evening of The Gershwins, by the singing quartet of the history of George and Ira Gershwin.
Rebecca Cooper, Marissa Cortese, Jacob Litt and Brian Rosenblum, A very special thank you to event director Rebecca Cooper for
and accompanied by a three-piece orchestra. The evening featured spearheading this magical evening.

Teen Changemakers Meet with Changemaking Local Philanthropists
UJA-JCC’s inaugural year of Teen Changemakers has been off to a quick
start. In November, the group had the opportunity to hear from dedicated philanthropist Jane Weitzman about her decades of giving to Jewish
communities all over the world. The teens were surprised to hear about
the many places that Jews live, their living conditions and the tzedakah
that has made such a substantial impact on improving the lives of so many.
At a subsequent meeting we had the
pleasure of meeting and hearing from
Adam and Jessica Hirsch, the founders
and funders of Teen Changemakers. While
reflecting on the crucial decision of where
to donate, Jessica said: “We give to organizations that check off our goals while also
filling our souls.” Wise advice for teens
who are learning to give Jewishly. The teens
were riveted by the conversation. Eleventhgrader Jonah Saidi commented: “Living
here, sometimes it is hard to remember
how fortunate we are. But when we get to
see and hear about Jewish people in other locations, it really becomes clear
how we’ve been blessed with opportunity.” He enthusiastically thanked
Adam and Jessica for sharing their stories. The future is bright with this
group, which is making a difference in the world and our neshamas.
After a good deal of study and debate, the Changemakers have decided
on five main justice areas they are committed to funding. Working in

groups of four or five, they have created mission statements and RFPs that
they will be sent out to agencies shortly. This work came on the heels of
learning that Teen Changemakers has been awarded a Matching Challenge
Grant. Now the teens are feverishly working on fundraising $10,000!
If you would like to support their efforts, please email Cori SaNogueira,
cori@ujajcc.org.

February 2022
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Friendship Circle Celebrates 15th Straight Winter Camp
and Looks Forward to Upcoming Activities
Once again this year, Friendship Circle teen volunteers worked with children and
adults with special needs from all over Fairfield County to provide a camp opportunity
over winter vacation. This year’s camp took place from Monday, December 27 through
Thursday, December 30 at Bicultural Hebrew Academy. Camp lasted from 10 am to
1 pm, and every day included a special destination trip for the participants. One very
special volunteer from Greenwich spent his time off from University volunteering. Tim
Hanna said “ I have been involved with Friendship Circle for many years. It was such a
wonderful feeling to come back from College for my winter vacation and still be able to
be involved. It was wonderful to spend time with the kids and adults at Winter Camp
each day, and I hope to be able to find other ways to stay involved as time goes on.”
Some 25 participants, as well as therapists, took daily trips to destinations including
Chelsea Piers, Bowling at Nutmeg Bowl, Stepping Stones Museum and Get Air
Trampoline Park. Along with these activities, participants also created art and played
games at the school gym. Chani Cunin Teen volunteer coordinator said: “It was hard to
tell who had more fun! The teens enjoyed the time spent with their special friends and
doing things for others during their vacation time. The children and adults with special
needs, looked forward to each activity and even more so spending time with the teen
volunteers. Overall, Winter Camp was a big hit for everyone involved!”
Future Friendship Circle events include activities for all. There will be an Education
Inclusion Fair sponsored by UJF at Bi-Cutural Hebrew Academy on February 6 from
10-11:30 am. There will be a Superbowl Party for Adults with Special needs on February
13. These are just a sample of the activities that Friendship Circle of Fairfield County
facilitates. Other activities involve the parents of children with special needs, as well
as teen volunteers and younger teens who are preparing for their Bar or Bat Mitzvah.
The Friendship Circle received its first allocation from UJA-JCC Greenwich to help
further its work in our community.
For more information on how to become involved, please reach out to Friendship Circle
Director Malya Shmotkin at malya@friendshipct.com.

With the launch of my investment practice,
Merritt Point Wealth Advisors, I am
pursuing my core mission of empowering
ZRPHQZLWKƓQDQFLDONQRZOHGJHVRWKDW
WKH\FDQWDNHFRQWURORIWKHLUƓQDQFLDO
lives through comprehensive investment
planning.
My areas of specialty include:
• Asset
• Portfolio
'LYHUVLƓFDWLRQ
Management
• Liability
• Comprehensive
Management
Investment
Management
• Debt Management
• Income
• Alternative
Generation
Investment
Solutions
• Retirement
Planning

BETH F. CUTLER, President & Founder

203-344-2400
beth.cutler@merrittpointwa.com
www.merrittpointwealthadvisors.com
1700 E Putnam Ave, Suite 211
Old Greenwich, CT 06870
ΖQYHVWPHQWSURGXFWVDQGVHUYLFHVDUHRHUHGWKURXJK:HOOV)DUJR$GYLVRUV)LQDQFLDO1HWZRUN//&
ΖQYHVWPHQW
SURGXFWV DQG VHUYLFHV DUH RHUHG WKURXJ
:)$)1 0HPEHU6Ζ3&D
UHJLVWHUHGEURNHUGHDOHUDQGDVHSDUDWHQRQEDQNDɝOLDWHRI:HOOV)DUJR &RPSDQ\k:HOOV)DUJR$GYLVRUV)LQDQFLDO
1HWZRUN//&$OOULJKWVUHVHUYHG0HUULWW3RLQW:HDOWK$GYLVRUVLVDVHSDUDWHHQWLW\IURP:)$)1&$5
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Donated Toys Bring Big Smiles to Kids’ Faces
Thank you to event chairs Shelby Katz and Yael Rosen for their
A very big thank you to the families listed below for their tremendous
support of the November 2021 Chanukah Gift Drive. Children from commitment and dedication to the project and for ensuring that every
families served by Schoke Jewish Family Service of Fairfield County child received a special gift from his or her wish list!
were the delighted recipients of the gifts this year.

Thanks to:
Marilyn and Stuart Adelberg
Tara and Daniel Agroskin
Jessica and Daniel Alterbaum
Rebecca and Darren Anikstein
Barbara Asciutto
Anna and Alexander Buzik
Whitney and Keith Chernoff
Bonnie and Manny Citron
Romy and Joe Cohen
Marissa and Jarret Cohen
Rebecca and Marshall Cooper
Stephanie and Marc Esquenazi
Cori SaNogueira and Adam Farstrup
Andi and Steven Fern

Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner
Carolyn Surgent and Jacques Friedman
Susan Frieden
Lauren and Alexander Gross
Joui Hessel
Allison and Terry Jackson
Shelby and Shoney Katz
Gwen Lighter and Gary Kilberg
Nancy and Frank Levin
Elissa Mellinger
Yael and Josh Rosen
Christine and Jeff Toback
Jane and Stuart Weitzman

February 2022
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Temple Sholom 7th Graders to Participate in
JHSFC Intergenerational History Project
Over the next few months, Temple Sholom’s 7th grade religious school
students will have the opportunity to revisit Jewish history through a new
and exciting initiative made possible by the Jewish Historical Society of
Fairfield County (JHSFC).
The project – referred to as L’Dor V’Dor (From Generation to
Generation) – is part of JHSFC’s Oral History and Archives at Home
effort, and provides interactive and experiential lessons designed to
develop an appreciation for the Jewish history of Fairfield County, as
well as each student’s family role in that history. It was first launched
at Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy last spring by Dr. Elissa Kaplan and
Dr. Leah Tillman, and has expanded with the efforts of Congregation
Beth El-Norwalk’s Hebrew school teacher Rhonda Ginsberg to include
religious schools in synagogues all over the county.
As part of the curriculum, students will act as budding historians,
gaining awareness of the stories that family artifacts tell, using photos,
documents and objects from the Vivian and Irwin Miller JHSFC archives
as resources to connect with the past. Leslie Heyison, market research

Camp Gan Open House
Camp Gan’s open house really delivered an exciting
“taste of camp.” The kids had a blast with Ninja Warrior,
lacrosse, Critter Caravan, a dance party and delicious
treats. Summer ’22, here we come!

consultant, will help participants develop interviewing and technological
skills to create a 10-minute video of a grandparent or elderly relative to
share their story in their own words.
At the end of the project, students will be joined by their parents at the
L’Dor V’Dor Siyyum celebration to view the videos and discuss the impact
of the experience. The videos will also be added to the JHSFC archives
to view by generations to come.
“We were approached by JHSFC about this opportunity to have our
teens be a part of their oral history project, and what they proposed is
fantastic,” said Rabbi Kevin Peters, Temple Sholom’s Assistant Rabbi/
Director of Jewish Education & Youth Programs, who teaches 7th grade
religious school. “It’s a great model for experiential education. Not only
do the kids learn about the Jewish history of Fairfield County, but they
get to interview a senior member of their family and learn how they have
shaped their family’s history. When all is said and done, their projects will
actually be part of the archives and will have created a sense of ownership
and connection to the broader Jewish community for these students.”

Hebrew Wizards Youth
Making Mitzvah Moments
Teaching compassion and making mitzvahs by donating gifts to the children at
Kids in Crisis, preparing a Thanksgiving dinner for the men at the homeless shelter
in Stamford, and bringing music to the elderly at The Mews Senior Center.
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH
FACTS Program Continues to
Support Families in Need
CEO’s Corner
JFS of Greenwich has taken the lead in
responding to the humanitarian crisis facing the
people of Afghanistan by becoming only the
third refugee resettlement agency in Connecticut,
working in partnership with HIAS. Our small
team of professionals has worked around the clock
to welcome 32 Afghan evacuees who had been
temporarily housed at military bases from Texas to
New Jersey. The past few months have been full
of early morning pick-ups at LaGuardia and latenight calls to ensure every evacuee is safe and comfortable. I have looked
every one of our evacuees in the eyes and committed to supporting them
with the help of the army of volunteers recruited from our welcoming
community. Over time, as the newly arrived Afghans became more
comfortable sharing, I learned their stories. They are gut wrenching.
The families endured perilous journeys to Greenwich. While each has
a unique narrative, all are full of loss and trauma. They left everything
behind for safety, literally fleeing for their lives. Despite these harrowing
experiences, every time they greet a volunteer, they place a hand over
their hearts, showing immense gratitude for our support.
There have been many comparisons to the stories of our Jewish
ancestors who fled Europe during the first half of the 20th century.
Certainly, one common denominator is that fear exists alongside hope.
The empathic response from the Greenwich community has helped
us move these families a bit closer to hope for their future. As they
settle into new homes obtained through JFS, they are rebuilding their
lives one activity at a time. Something we all take for granted, such
as shopping for groceries in large well-stocked supermarkets, requires
personal coaching from a volunteer. The language barrier is a challenge,
since most do not speak English. But with some humor and hand
gestures, we are learning together. We are finding ways to support these
Afghan families in the same manner our ancestors received refugee
support generations ago, many under the same banner of the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS).
With every act of generosity, our new neighbors are learning that there
is safety and hope here in Greenwich. I am so grateful for the unwavering
support of so many individuals and groups in our Jewish community.
This will be a long journey for both JFS of Greenwich, and the families
we are serving. Please reach out to learn how to get involved with our
Tree of Life Volunteer Group. With your help, JFS of Greenwich will
continue to “welcome the stranger” with acts of compassion.
Be safe and well,

–Rachel Kornfeld, LCSW, SBL
Chief Executive Officer,
Jewish Family Services of Greenwich

by Melanie Vollono, FACTS Senior Case Manager
New Year’s resolutions are all about moving forward – diet regimens
to get rid of that winter weight, lists of goals to achieve throughout the
New Year. However, many of our families affected by Covid-19 wish that
they could go back – back to a time where they were not struggling, back
to a time where they could freely enjoy life, visit friends and family, and
comfortably pay bills without the stress of wondering if they would run
out of food.
During a recent intake session for a family new to our program, I met
a hardworking mom of two who, over the course of one year, lost her job
and became a full-time caregiver to her father who was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s. On top of her new caregiving role, she struggles to manage
when her two sons frequently had to stay home from school in quarantine
due to Covid cases. This woman’s story is unfortunately not out of the
ordinary for the families we serve. This mom would like to go back to
work – back to life before Covid – but does not know how she will be
able to continue to support her father’s and sons’ needs.
Although the JFS FACTS Program cannot help people go back in time,
with generous grant funding and donations from our community, we can
help families rebuild and create a “new normal.” Through FACTS, this
mother can pick up fresh fruit, vegetables, and dairy items for her family
every week. This allows her to direct her limited finances to her father’s
necessary medications and supplies. We are also working to find flexible
employment for her, so that she can continue being a caregiver to her
father and sons.
We are grateful that our Greenwich
kehila continues to bountifully support
our neighbors in need. I am excited
to announce that in addition to our
partnership with Mike’s Organic, we will
now be receiving breakfast sandwiches
and assorted breads and bagels from Food
Rescue US. This allows us to continue to
supply our families with the nourishment
they need to continue moving forward.
Sifting through our food donations recently, I found this humble heartshaped potato. It made me stop and smile, because this image is the
perfect symbol of the work that we are honored to do.
If you would like to volunteer to support the FACTS program, or know of
someone who is in need, please contact mvollono@jfsgreenwich.org.

Tribute Contributions to JFS of Greenwich
Fran Lamster in honor of Renata McDaniel
Phyllis and Ruthann Shapiro in memory of Roberto Villavicencio
Lori Baden in honor of Sarah Baden
Susan and Peter Furth in honor of Hannah Lesser Sayah’s Bat Mitzvah
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Barry Farber
Linda Silberstein in honor of Barbara Salop
Deborah Shabecoff in memory of Murray Frank
Steven Altman in memory of Angela Altman
Jason Rabinowitz and Judith Gelber in memory of Nancy Peters
David Steinberg in memory of Arthur Wichman
Rebeccas Zeidel in memory of Nancy Peters
Douglas Fenton in honor of Judi Margolin and Larry Stoogenke
Rachel and Sean Kornfeld in memory of Carl Bennett
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Carl Bennett
Phyllis Shapiro and Marty Flashner in memory of Elliott Bier
If you would like to honor or memorialize someone special in your life or community, you may do so by
making a donation to Jewish Family Services and we will send a note of acknowledgment to the person
or family involved, informing them of your generosity.
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH
Bikur Cholim
by Larry Stoogenke, Director of Community Engagement
The atmosphere at JFS of Greenwich has
electrified since we became one of only three
Connecticut agencies to resettle recent Afghan
evacuees in the U.S. Although I was involved
in promoting the program and enlisting
volunteers, the most satisfying aspect of this
new venture occurred the first time I met one
of our newly-arrived families in person. About
bouncing to the door with the same gracious
a month after their arrival in Greenwich, I
had the opportunity to deliver food to their smile and welcoming eyes. I went to my car to
home. As soon as I arrived, the father of the get the food and within seconds, he was by my
family and I realized that we weren’t going to side as we unloaded the car together.
As we brought in the groceries, I noticed two
be able to communicate verbally. He doesn’t
speak English, and I don’t speak Pashto or Dari. other recent Afghan arrivals seated in the living
Nevertheless, he greeted me with the warmest room. In a lovely gesture of hospitality, I was
smile and most inviting eyes. He softly patted offered tea. Unfortunately, I couldn’t accept the
his chest to indicate appreciation. His son came invitation but stayed for a couple of minutes,

feeling the pull of their earnest desire to interact.
We laughed at our inability to communicate
verbally and surprisingly felt at ease. Upon my
departure, my new friend again patted his chest
softly as a declaration of gratitude. During the
pandemic so much has been written about the
detrimental loss of nonverbal communication
as we have relied so heavily on Zoom. This
interaction affirmed the power of nonverbal,
in-person communication. There is no more
honest communication than what comes from
the heart. It was the most satisfying conversation
I’ve had in a long time, and nary a word was
spoken. If you would like to volunteer to help
with this effort and perhaps feel the same
satisfaction I experienced, please reach out to me
and let’s make a difference together.

What Should I Talk About in Therapy?

Supermarketing for Seniors

by Dr. Holly Schiff, Psy.D.

by Sarah Baden
The winter months have posed many
challenges, with low temperatures,
rising COVID-19 cases, and
interrupted holiday plans. I want to
take this opportunity to share a story
that is a warm reminder of the strength
that defines us, and helps us meet
the needs of our community. The
Supermarketing for Seniors program
at JFS of Greenwich relies heavily
on its dedicated volunteers to ensure
that the seniors under our care receive
groceries on a regular and timely basis.
During the most recent spike in COVID-19 cases, however, this essential
aspect of our program faced significant difficulty as many of our shoppers
either fell ill themselves or had to care for loved ones. The holiday season
made it even more challenging to complete all the shopping. How could
we ensure that the needs and safety of our clients be met while our pool
of available volunteers appeared to grow smaller and smaller each day?
This is where the generosity and strength of the Greenwich community
came through. Several shoppers went above and beyond in their service,
covering many seniors each week. When they became unavailable for an
extended period before the holidays, our team reached out to the local
community to find “emergency” volunteers who would donate time and
efforts for our seniors. The result of this effort was an unprecedented
outpouring from individuals who wanted to help keep their community
warm, connected, and well fed. Among these individuals were members
of Temple Sholom, board members of JFS of Greenwich, staff members,
and even members of their families! As many of our regular shoppers
returned to their routines, these new volunteers continue to offer their
time to assist the senior community of Greenwich.
We are inspired by the ongoing support we receive from our community
and want to nurture and grow our program. If there is a senior in your life
who might benefit from a Supermarketing for Seniors shopper, or you know
of someone who might like to volunteer, please contact Sarah Baden, Director
of Supermarketing for Seniors at 203-622-1881 or sbaden@jfsgreenwich.org
for more information.

A question I often hear from prospective patients and new patients
is “what should I talk about in therapy?” This is entirely normal, and
mentioning it to your therapist can help start a productive dialogue.
When it seems like there’s nothing to talk about, there’s actually plenty.
During the pandemic, I have received many “first-timer” referrals. These
are people who have never previously sought therapy but have been
experiencing new stressors or mental health issues brought on by the
current state of affairs.
So what should you talk about? It is important to note that there is no
“right” or “wrong” thing to talk about. You can talk about whatever you
want, whether or not it seems deep or serious – nothing is off-limits. If you
aren’t sure where to start, it’s sometimes easiest to just recap the last week
or so, or mention what has happened since the last session. This opens
a conversation and helps you highlight what you might want to explore
further. Talk about everyday things like school, work, health, hobbies, and
relationships. You can also bring up whatever is currently bothering you.
Therapy sessions should be customized and tailored as much as possible to
what you are needing at that given moment. Explore how you are feeling,
rather than what you are doing – this usually leads to a deeper discussion.
Talk through the thoughts and feelings you don’t feel comfortable sharing
with anyone else – therapy is exactly the place for that.
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GRS Reads:
The Lost Shtetl
All are welcome at Greenwich Reform for the next meeting of GRS READS, to be held on Sunday, March 13 at
10 am, when we’ll discuss The Lost Shtetl: A Novel by Max
Gross, available from the Greenwich library, bookstores,
and on Amazon in paper, as an e-book, or in audio format.
Winner of the National Jewish Book Award and the
Jewish Fiction Award, this debut novel describes a small
Jewish village in the Polish forest that is so secluded no one
knew it existed…until now.
For decades, the tiny Jewish shtetl of Kreskol existed
in happy isolation, virtually untouched and unchanged.
Spared by the Holocaust and the Cold War, its residents
enjoyed remarkable peace. It missed out on cars, and
electricity, and the internet, and indoor plumbing. But
when a marriage dispute spins out of control, the whole
town comes crashing into the twenty-first century.
Pesha Lindauer, who suffered an ugly, acrimonious
divorce, suddenly disappears. A day later, her husband
goes after her, setting off a panic among the town elders.
They send a woefully unprepared outcast named Yankel
Lewinkopf out into the wider world to alert the Polish
authorities.
Venturing beyond the remote safety of Kreskol, Yankel
is confronted by the beauty and the ravages of the modern-day outside world – and his reception is met with
a confusing mix of
disbelief, condescension, and unexpected kindness. When
the truth eventually
surfaces, his story
and the existence of
Kreskol make headlines nationwide.
Returning Yankel
to Kreskol, the Polish
government plans to
reintegrate the town
that time forgot. Yet
in doing so, the devious origins of its disappearance come to
the light. And what
has become of the
mystery of Pesha and
her former husband? Divided between those embracing
change and those clinging to its old world ways, the people
of Kreskol will have to find a way to come together…or
risk their village disappearing for good.
“Judging by The Lost Shtetl, his brilliant debut novel,
author Max Gross is the metaphysical love child of Sholem
Aleichem and J.K. Rowling.” – Hadassah Magazine
“Reaching into the storytelling tradition that stretches
from Sholem Aleichem to Isaac Bashevis Singer to Michael
Chabon, the author spins an ingenious yarn about the
struggle between past and present.” – Kirkus Reviews
(starred review)
For more details, contact Greenwich Reform at
203-629-0018.
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Reflections on Tu B’Shevat and Martin Luther King;
Prayers of Awareness
by Cantor Jill Abramson, Shir Ami
This past January, Tu B’Shevat, the New Year for Trees, fell on the same
day as the American observance of Martin Luther King Day. I considered
planting a tree in Israel on that Monday in honor of both. As the day
went on, I read articles from clergy of different faiths and listened to
several new arrangements of songs centered on freedom and celebrating
Dr. King’s legacy. Yet, I found myself feeling dissatisfied with my own
observance of both Tu B’Shevat and Martin Luther King Day.
I found myself turning to the Siddur. From our morning blessings, I
encountered the words “Blessed are You, Sovereign of the universe, who
frees the captive” and “Blessed are You, Sovereign of the universe, who
stretches the earth over the waters.” I saw reflected in these two blessings
a hope for the environment (an enduring teaching of Tu B’Shevat) and

a hope for those who are made captive by racist attitudes. Saying these
daily blessings reminds us that these two holidays are not meant to be in
place of sustained awareness. We must bring the lessons of both days of
observance into our daily practice and act accordingly.
Martin Luther King Day is a reminder that we must actively seek out
conversations where topics of race are discussed. We must make deliberate
efforts to unlearn racism. In the spirit of Tu B’shevat, we must continue
to address climate justice. Moreover, we must plant and cultivate a new
generation: one that will have greater awareness and sensitivity and foster
a commitment to unlearn the assumptions and attitudes which persist
today.
Blessed are You, Sovereign of the universe, who strengthens our steps.

Tamim Academy
Tamim Academy students thrive in a natural learning environment, complete with an outdoor classroom. Our campus and curriculum allow
our students to explore, create and excel.

Olympic Athletes
Hebrew Wizards Former Students

AmazonSmile

Happy Purim

You shop – Amazon gives to
UJA-JCC Greenwich!

Personal and
Commercial Insurance

from

Just select UJA-JCC Greenwich as your chosen
charity, and start your first shopping session at
smile.amazon.com.

Happy shopping!
Mazel Tov To:
Strauss Mann and Sydney Shulman
Hockey Player and Equestrian

Steve Batkin
stephenbatkin@worldinsurance.com
worldinsurance.com/lampebatkin
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Shir Ami Zoom Services
We eagerly anticipated returning to in-person Shabbat services early
in 2022 and were crushed when the spread of Omicron delayed our
anticipated delight of getting together again. Still, we recognize that
Zoom services have been a perfect fit for Congregation Shir Ami. We
have thrived, in spirit and numbers, despite the unwelcome COVID
protocol.
We are a small congregation, so all attendees are visible on one or two
screens. We often introduce members and always introduce newcomers.
Despite the barrier of a screen, services are highly interactive, as Cantor
Jill Abramson elicits comments and contributions from all, both spoken
and by Zoom chat, particularly during the Mi Shebeirach but at other
times as well.
While services on Zoom may lack the grandeur, formality, even
the solemnity of in-person services in a formal sanctuary, and while
nothing can replace a human touch or hug, there is a natural intimacy
and connection that arises from seeing congregants and clergy in their
natural setting, surrounded by personal articles of their choice. (And for
those with a more technological bent and active imagination, a virtual
background image of their choice!)
Zoom service attendance has been outstanding at Shir Ami. Yes,
eliminating the barriers of weather and travel hasn’t hurt, but there is also
a palpable sense of accomplishment at the establishment of a new normal
that has swelled both pride and participation.
We don’t kid ourselves – we anxiously await the return of in-person
Shabbat services and the end of COVID protocols. However long that
may take, at Congregation Shir Ami, we will continue to build a sense of
community, taking full advantage of our online gatherings.
Please come experience the joy of Shabbat with us. Details can be found at
www.congregationshirami.org.

Purim: Standing Up to
Government Tyranny
Greenwich Reform is delighted to announce
that Robert N. Levine, Rabbi Emeritus of
New York City’s historic Congregation Rodeph
Sholom, will be speaking at Friday night Shabbat
services on March 11 at 6 pm. His topic, “Who
will stand up today against the imprisonment of
women by the whims of the state?” will connect
the story recounted in the Megillat Esther (Book
of Esther), dating to the fourth century BCE, to
today’s struggles to enable women to maintain
control over their own bodies.
Rabbi Levine led Congregation Rodeph Sholom
for three decades, serving as its tenth Senior Rabbi from 1991 to 2021.
An inspiring teacher, speaker, counselor, and frequent guest of local
and national media, he is the author of three books: What God Can
Do for You Now: For Seekers Who Want to Believe; Where Are You When
I Need You? Befriending God When Life Hurts; and There Is No Messiah
and You’re It: The Stunning Transformation of Judaism’s Most Provocative
Idea. Especially active in communal affairs, he is a past President of the
New York Board of Rabbis; Chair of the Catholic-Jewish Dialogue with
the Archdiocese of New York; and serves on the Planned Parenthood
Federation of America Clergy Advocacy Board and the Muslim Jewish
Advisory Council.

New to Greenwich?

Whether you are brand new or “new-ish”,
we invite you to be a part of Temple Sholom’s
warm, vibrant and inclusive community.

To receive a welcome Shabbat gift bag,
contact Lori Baden at 203-542-7172 or
lori.baden@templesholom.com.
300 East Putnam Avenue • Greenwich, CT • 203-869-7191
/TempleSholomCT • www.templesholom.com

Better Together is a community service program that fosters the relationship between
Teens and Super Seniors. The program was designed under the guidance of Legacy
Heritage to create a special relationship through various monthly activities: art projects,
concerts, storytelling, weekly phone calls and Zoom meetings. At the end of the school
year, students are expected to write a report on their senior partnership and what they
gleaned from their wise and experienced elders. Hebrew Wizards has participated in
this program over the past seven years, and we are thrilled to win 2nd place in the
national essay contest two years in a row.
We are proud to be asked to participate in the newest Better Together program entitled
“Better to Serve” which is for 9th–12th graders who will serve in various Fairfield County
community service responsibilities, including; the Mens Homeless Shelter, Kids in
Crisis, Wiz Kidz Scholarship Camp, the Pet Rescue Center, the Atria senior facility, the
Mews Senior Center and at River House. A total of 16 hours of community service
is expected per year, and an additional 16 hours of teen development and training
through a detailed curriculum that we will be given.
The grant that we were awarded will allow us to pursue our community service efforts
as a monumental part of our Hebrew Wizards experience through 2024.
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Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy and Friendship Circle
Join Forces for Chesed Day on MLK Day 2022
This year, as part of Bi Cultural Hebrew Academy’s Chesed Day, school
families came to the Friendship Circle Center in Stamford to participate
in a variety of activities. During several shifts, families volunteered to help
out with unique fun tasks. Children helped to make birthday cards for
kids and adults with special needs. These cards will be included in the
birthday package that each Friendship Circle participant receives.
Families also helped to prepare ingredients for upcoming cooking
circles. During cooking circle time, volunteers and their special friends
cook together to create treats. In the next event, cooking will include
a challah for shabbat, a potato kugel and dessert. Many ingredients are
needed for each recipe, and each participant receives a package with

ingredients for all three dishes. Having volunteers come pack these
ingredients saves much time and effort for all involved.
Alisa Weisser, who was responsible for organizing the event, along with
Rachel Maryles and Karen Gordon, said: “We are so pleased to be able to
offer opportunities for Bi-Cultural families to do chesed on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day. We hope they inspire our children to keep performing acts
of kindness for others in need always, to create what Dr. King used to
call “the beloved community,” which derives from the Torah’s teachings.”
For more information about the Friendship Circle, please contact Director
Malya Shmotkin at malya@friendshipct.com

The Maryles family

Rachel Haron and daughter

Stay in the know
about the happenings in
Jewish Greenwich.
Your Used Vehicle
Fuels Our Future
Donate a used vehicle

(car, truck, van, or boat in ANY condition) to UJA-JCC Greenwich!

We pick up your vehicle for free
You get a tax deduction
Proceeds from the sale help care for those in need here in
Greenwich, in Israel and around the world

Contact Karen at 203-552-1818 or karen@ujajcc.org

www.ujajcc.org/donateacar

Email karen@ujajcc.org.
Stay up-to-date on everything you
need to know about:
kids, teens, young families, travel,
PJ Library, Newcomers, films,
Lunch and Learn, Israel,
Women’s Philanthropy, and all
Greenwich Jewish
organizations.
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Temple Sholom Teens and Youth Bring Thanksgiving Joy to
Homebound and Elderly Residents
Each year, on the Monday before Thanksgiving, Temple Sholom hosts
one of its largest and most engaging volunteer opportunities for its teen
community – the annual Thanksgiving Cooking Night – to benefit those
less fortunate in the Greenwich area. While 2020’s program had to be
downsized in scale amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the November 22,
2021 event welcomed 30 students in 8th-12th grades back into Temple
Sholom’s kitchen to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.
“Our Tradition teaches that tzedakah is as important as all of the mitzvot
(commandments) combined,” said Rabbi Kevin Peters, Temple Sholom’s
Assistant Rabbi. “When we engage in tzedakah, we are doing what is right
and what is expected of us. When we give to those less fortunate, we are
not doing them a favor for which we should pat ourselves on the back. It
is our responsibility to feed the hungry and help those in need.”

The teens – wearing masks and gloves – spent the evening preparing,
cooking and packaging the staples for 150+ Thanksgiving meals to
be enjoyed by residents at Greenwich’s McKinney Terrace, as well
as distributed through a partnership with Jewish Family Services of
Greenwich. Temple Sholom’s Kindergarten through 5th graders also
contributed to the initiative by painting vases and making paper flowers
to be included in the delivery.
“The children were so excited to gift the handmade flower arrangements
and decorated vases, knowing that the holidays can be very lonely and
isolating for residents who are homebound and elderly,” said Lori Baden,
Temple Sholom’s Associate Executive Director. “We hope that the flower
delivery, combined with the Thanksgiving meals prepared by our teens,
helped to brighten their day.”

February 2022

A Fun Men’s Paddle & Beer Night

Held at Innis Arden in January
Raised Funds for the Community Security Initiative
Event Co-chairs: Robert Marmor and Jeff Toback

Many Thanks to the
Event Sponsors
Joe Cohen
Wayne Cooper
Jeff Davis
Michael Delikat
Rich Granoff
Jonathan Kallman
Guy Levy
Rob Marmor
Josh Rosen
Jeff Toback
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Building Jewish Tomorrows
Your impact in 2021
UJA-JCC Greenwich is your center for Jewish community, culture & caring, helping put pieces
in place to enrich the educational, cultural and social life of Greenwich while connecting
Jewish communities through exceptional programs and worldwide Jewish philanthropy.
Here are just a few of the pieces you helped build into our UJA-JCC community in 2021:
Support
Cultural
for families on the
enrichment
periphery in Israel in our
Regional
2,665
Welcoming
through the
PJ Library books
Security Advisor
newcomers Davis Film Festival, sister city of Afula, with
help for food insecurity,
gifted to Greenwich
authors and
with baskets
to train, protect
educational gaps, abused and
educational
families and over
and newcomer
and advise for all
neglected children, victims
programs
a dozen engagement
programming
Jewish institutions
of rape and domestic
events
in Greenwich
violence and Israeli-Arab
coexistence programs
Afghan
MetCouncil
refugee
on Jewish
Expanding
Israel Advocacy allocations
resettlement
Jewish
Poverty,
to Stand with Us,
horizons with
allocation to
Israel on Campus Coalition,
Domestic
internationally
Israel Action Network
JFS Greenwich
Abuse Division
acclaimed
scholars
Combatting
500
packs
through
Community
Connect with
Anti-Semitism
Allocation
of
menstrual
the Lunch
Programming
Global Peoplehood,
and Holocaust
for
elder
and
Learn
products
Education our
direct support for
over 130
pr ogram
abuse support
distributed
antisemitism
victims of terror in
programs with
program, Shine 4500 participants at Jewish Senior
through Dignity
Israel, Ethiopians
the Light and
Services
Grows
making Aliyah to
more!
Israel, aid for youth
21 Teens
Making
UCONN Hillel,
at risk through allocations
Scholarships at
becoming Jewish
wishes come true
enriching Jewish
to Emunah Children’s Center
philanthropists Camp Laurelwood,
with Women’s
life on campus
through the Teen the only overnight
Philanthropy
for undergraduate
We
Jewish camp in
Changemakers
Chanukah
and graduate
Connecticut
partnered with
program
Gift Drive
students
over 20 agencies,
Bringing
A
Jewish
Support for
from synagogues
dignity and
commitment
JFS Greenwich
education
support to
and Federations to
to Inclusive
Jewish Health and
scholarships
Holocaust
the Stamford
community
Healing, Counseling,
at BiCultural
survivors
Symphony and the
through
Citizenship Initiative,
through
Hebrew Academy
Avon Theater last
Friendship
and educational
The Jaffra
High School
year!
programs
Circle
Institute

With your help, imagine what we can build in 2022!
THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
CULTURE & CARING

One Holly Hill Lane • Greenwich, CT 06830
ujajcc.org

