Winter | Spring 2019

PHILANTHROPY

An Evening with Bassem Eid
THURSDAY, MARCH 7
7 pm Dinner | 7:45 pm Presentation | Private Home | $75
Intended for $10,000-and-up supporters of the UJA-JCC
2019 Campaign for Jewish Needs.
Bassem Eid is a Jerusalem-based political analyst, human
rights pioneer and expert commentator in Arab and
Palestinian affairs. Eid was born in the Jordanian-occupied
Old City in East Jerusalem, whose place of residence became
the United Nations Refugee Works Agency (UNRWA) refugee camp of Shuafat. He spent the first 33 years of
his life there.
Eid publicly condemned the widespread murder of Palestinian dissidents, often for reasons unrelated to the
Intifada. In 1995, following his report about the Palestinian Preventive Security Forces, he came under attack
by some Palestinian leaders for revealing human rights violations committed by the Palestinian Authority
(PA). He continued his criticisms of human rights policies of both Israeli and Palestinian armed forces. In
response to the deterioration of the human rights situation under the PA, Eid founded the Palestinian Human
Rights Monitoring Group (PHRMG), which monitors abuses committed by the PA. It is a non-partisan
human rights organization, dedicated to exposing human rights violations and supporting a democratic and
pluralistic Palestine. Eid is also an outspoken critic of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement,
otherwise known as BDS.
Co-sponsored by UJF of Greater Stamford

SAVE THE DATE

Annual Celebration
THURSDAY, APRIL 11
7 pm | Arch Street Teen Center, 100 Arch Street, Greenwich
Alice and Michael Delikat, recipients of the 				
Hillel Silverman Community Service Award
Event Chairs : Margie & Steven Black and Christine & Jeff Toback
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Annual Women’s Education
Symposium
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
9:15 am Breakfast | 9:45 am Program
Greenwich Reform Synagogue, 92 Orchard Street, Greenwich
Sponsorship $136 (includes couvert and a book) | $60 in advance, $72 at the door
Chaired by Vivienne Braun; Honorary Chair Joan Mann

A River Could Be a Tree: A Memoir
Angela Himsel
How does a woman who grew up in rural Indiana as a
fundamentalist Christian end up a practicing Jew in New York?
Angela’s unlikely path from a doomsday childhood cult to a
committed Jewish life winds through the major events of the
1970s and ‘80s with warmth, humor and a host of religious and
philosophical insights.

Something Beautiful Happened: A Story of
Survival and Courage in the Face of Evil
Yvette Manessis Corporon
Yvette’s grandmother helped hide a Jewish family fleeing the
Nazis in her home on a small Greek island. Seventy years later,
Yvette connected with their descendants in Israel. When her own
family suffered a tragedy at the hands of a neo-Nazi, she mined the
lessons learned from Holocaust survivors to help her cope.

The Strange Case of Dr. Couney
Dawn Raffel
Hear the bracing tale of how a mysterious immigrant “doctor”
became the savior of premature babies—by placing them in
incubators in World’s Fair side shows and on Coney Island
and in Atlantic City. How this turn-of-the-20th-century émigré
transformed infant care against the grain of both the medical
establishment and the vogue of eugenics is a true miracle of
modern medicine.
Co-sponsored by
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Author Series

$25 per session

The Lost Family | With Author Jenna Blum
Tuesday, January 29 | 10 am | YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Avenue
The bestselling author of Those Who Save Us paints a vivid
portrait of marriage, family and WWII grief in this emotionally
charged novel spanning a generation, from the 1960s to the 1980s.

Rush | With Author Stephen Fried
Tuesday, February 26 | 7:30 pm | YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Avenue
Benjamin Rush -- Surgeon General of the Continental Army,
signatory of the Declaration of Independence and Jefferson’s pick
as medical advisor to the Lewis and Clark Expedition -- is also
hailed as the father of American psychiatry for his pioneering
work with the mentally ill. Dr. Rush was a visionary political
thinker whose voice is ever more relevant today. New York Times
bestselling author and award-winning journalist Stephen Fried
resurrects the most significant Founding Father you’ve never heard
of and duly inducts him into the pantheon of great leaders.

War Widow | With Author Ziva Bakman
Flamhaft
Wednesday, May 8 | 10 am | YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Avenue
Mark Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s Memorial Day, with Ziva Bakman
Flamhart. In her gripping memoir, Flamhaft brings home the pain
of the Six-Day War, honoring the voices of individuals whose
lives echoed that strife. She recalls the dual traumas of losing
her husband and baby, but also her activism on behalf of other
childless widows and how she found the strength to carry on. Don’t
miss this inspiring story of resilience, self-empowerment and the
healing power of helping others.
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SAVE THESE DATES

Yom HaShoah
Commemoration

Israel: Beyond
Expectations
With Tremayne Smith

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1
6 pm Film | 7 pm Commemoration
Temple Sholom
300 E. Putnam Avenue, Greenwich
Esther Geizhals was born in Lodz,
Poland in 1929. At the age of 10, she
and her family were moved to the Lodz ghetto, where
they lived under terrible conditions until 1944. After
surviving Auschwitz and Bergen Belsen, Mrs. Geizhals
escaped during the death march and ultimately was
liberated by the Russian army.

An Evening of
Lerner & Loewe
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
7 pm Reception | 7:30 pm Performance
Cole Auditorium, Greenwich Library, 101 W. Putnam Avenue
Patron:
$613 includes 4 tickets
Sponsor:
$360 includes 2 tickets
Event tickets: $36 in advance, $50 at the door

Our celebration of the
musical art form continues
with an evening saluting
the songwriting team of
lyricist and librettist Alan
Jay Lerner and composer
Frederick Loewe. Their
Broadway hits include legendary numbers such
as “The Rain in Spain,” and “Camelot”. The event
is being directed by Marissa Cortese and musical
director is Zachary Kampler. Commentary by
Broadway producer Jack Viertel.

THURSDAY, MARCH 14
7:30 pm | YWCA
259 E. Putnam Ave., Greenwich
$10 in advance | $15 at the door
High school students FREE
Tremayne Smith is an Israel advocate.
He first became involved when he was an
AIPAC delegate while serving as student
body president at George Washington
University. As a graduate student, he
attended JNF’s selective Caravan for
Democracy Student Leadership Mission,
which takes non-Jewish student leaders to
Israel. Upon his return, Tremayne helped
defeat an anti-Israel BDS proposal at his
university. He has worked for politicians
and the Democratic Party in North
Carolina, and was recently named a “40
under 40” by East Carolina University.
Tremayne served as Special Assistant to
Congressman G.K. Butterfield of North
Carolina and currently serves as the
Director of Scheduling for Congressman
Conor Lamb of Pennsylvania.
Dessert and coffee will be served.
Co-sponsored by Jewish National Fund
and UJF of Greater Stamford
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Lunch & Learn

A weekly program, every Thursday from 12:30 - 1:30 pm at One Holly Hill Lane.
The Lunch & Learn program is generously sponsored by Rita Edelston.

JANUARY 3

Technologies of Torah Study
Dr. Liz Shayne
Pirkei Avot exhorts us: Look not at the vessel, but at its contents, and
while all vessels—from leather-bound books to iPhones—can contain
the Torah’s wisdom, each provides a learning experience that shows
how the text and the technology depend on one another.
JANUARY 10

Fascinating Rhythm
Rabbi Greg Wall
Get in step with the divine dance and the time of our lives.
JANUARY 17

Tu B’Shvat According to
Shamai and Hillel
Rabbi Elisha Paul
Compare the world views of two of the most famous Talmudic Sages
through the lens of the Mishna.
JANUARY 24

Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel’s
Classroom
Ariel Burger
Tuesdays with Morrie meets The Last Lecture when a devoted student
of Elie Wiesel shares the wisdom he absorbs about what it means to
be human and how to live with the past and in the present.
JANUARY 31

God Laughed
Chaim Lauer
More perspectives on Jewish life gained from Biblical, Talmudic and
folk humor.
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Register at ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818

FEBRUARY 7

A Story of Friendship in
Times of Illness
Yael Smooha
Enough with “there’s always a reason” clichés:
Instead let’s take in a Talmudic tale of healing
through genuine friendship.
FEBRUARY 14

Because the Middle East Is
Funny: Explore Israeli History
Through Its Comedy
Benji Lovitt
It has been said countless times that Jews laugh to
keep from crying. Just within Israel’s short history,
our country has had much to cry about, alongside
our daily miracles.
FEBRUARY 21

The Land of Israel & the Jewish
People: A Textual Journey
Ze’ev Aviezer
Why did God choose land as a central component
of his covenant with Jews?
FEBRUARY 28

Benjamin Franklin Was a
Master of Mussar

MARCH 14

Esther Had an Olive Complexion
Chaim Lauer
Beyond the whole megillah, today we explore
Talmudic comments on the Purim story.
MARCH 21

Esther and the Art of Ancient
Jewish Storytelling
Dr. Joseph Angel
Come discover how reading the book of Esther
alongside contemporary Jewish and non-Jewish
sources can yield fresh and sometimes surprising
insights into the literary style and historical
meaning of this biblical masterpiece.
MARCH 28

The Audacity of Prayer
Rabbi Aviva Richman
The central Jewish prayer is often called the “Silent
Devotion.” Yet prayer in Judaism is about speaking
up, an act of courage and even protest.
APRIL 4

The Holiday of Freedom
Rabbi Menachem Feldman
Are we bound by fate? Is “free choice” merely an
illusion? With so many powerful influences beyond
our control, how “free” are we?

Rabbi Daniel Gropper
An introduction to a Jewish practice that cultivates
personal growth and spiritual realization in the
midst of day-to-day life that our Founding Father
managed to practice.
MARCH 7

Counting Our Blessings
Tali Schaum Broder
A deeper look at the laws of brachot and their
meaning for our lives.
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Upcoming Screenings
Wednesday, May 1*

Davis Film Festival

Wednesday, June 12
* Special time and
location details
to come

Wednesdays, 7 pm
Bow Tie Cinema, 2 Railroad Avenue, Greenwich
$15 per film

Shoelaces
January 16

In this emotional family saga, crusty mechanic Reuven
reluctantly takes in his intellectually challenged son Gadi
after his mother’s untimely death. Thoughtful, poignant and
unexpectedly funny, Shoelaces explores the complex dynamics
of adult parent-child relationships through the delicate lens of
its special-needs hero.
Jacob Goldwasser / Drama / Israel / 98 min.

Redemption
February 6

Desperate to raise money for his daughter’s potentially
life-saving treatment, a widowed father does battle with his
newfound religious faith and the rock ‘n roll he thought he’d
left behind.
Winner of the Audience Award at the Jerusalem Film Festival.
Joseph Madmony, Boaz Yehonatan Yacov / Drama / Israel / 104 min.

The Syrian Patient					
April 3

The casualties of the Syrian Civil War arriving in Israel face
life-threatening injuries with life-altering repercussions. As
doctors and plastic surgeons work around the clock to save
their patients’ lives and offer hope for recovery, the refugees
find inner strength with the support of their loved ones and
the remarkable hospital team seeing them through their
recovery process.
Racheli Schwartz / Documentary / Israel / 60 min.
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JTAC-Teen Action
Committee

JTAC Meetings

Sundays 5:30 - 7 pm
One Holly Hill Lane
$12 per meeting includes dinner

January 13
February 3
May 19

Teen-led activities and community service projects for middle
and high school students. Sunday meetings include dinner,
discussions & projects.

Midnight Run		

Saturday, March 2 | 8 pm | Meet at One Holly Hill Lane,
return at 1 am | $36

Make a difference, face to face, by serving homeless men
and women in NYC. Must RSVP in advance for a seat in
the van.
Items We Are Collecting to Bring on Our Run:
• Warm coats: large and extra large sizes, dark colors preferred.
• Blue jeans.		
• New Socks: tube socks, rolled in pairs, white or dark.
• Underwear: sizes 32 through 46.				
• Sweaters: sweatshirts and long-sleeve shirts, large and extra large. 				
Dark colors preferred. Hooded sweatshirts are especially popular.
• T-shirts: medium through extra large, all colors.			
• Gloves: ski gloves clipped in pairs or knitted gloves rolled together, dark colors.
• Hats: knit and warm for winter. Baseball caps for summer.			
• Lightly worn sneakers or athletic shoes.					
• Long underwear: large sizes, any color.						
• Belts: sizes 32 to 46.

The Packing Project 10,000+				
March 31 | 3 - 5 pm | Carmel Academy, 270 Lake Avenue | $36

With the help of the Outreach Program, JTAC has the goal of packing 10,000
meals for local food pantries. You can be a part of this huge effort! Donate any
amount of money to reach our target of $2,500 for the ingredients needed for
the 10,000 meals -- only 25 cents each. Sign up to help pack all 10,000 meals in
a matter of hours. Friends and family of all ages welcome to attend.
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				PJ Library Bring a Stuffy/Make a Stuffy
Community Service for 				
Kids & Families
FEBRUARY 24 | 3 – 4:30 PM
One Holly Hill Lane, $36 per family
Here’s another great family service opportunity
for kids of all ages. Bring your children in pajamas
for cozy story time with their favorite stuffed
animal and make a “stuffy” to donate to a local
organization that helps families in need.
Best for children up to age 8.
Helping Hands Social Action Committee: 		
Alona Altman, Romy Cohen, Stephanie Esquenazi,
Jamie Kesmodel, Jessica Rickert, Jennifer Zigler

PJ Library Mini Seder
APRIL 9 | 3:30 - 4:45 PM
One Holly Hill Lane | $15 in advance, $20 at the door
Think your young kids won’t sit through the Seder?
You’ll be amazed at what they’ll do at this familyfriendly event, complete with karpas, maror and a whole
lot more. Join us and invite your friends for a super
fun Seder program that prepares young children to
participate in this great holiday tradition.
Grandparents welcome!
Event Chairs: Kelly Freishtat & Natalie Landres
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PJ Library Storytime at 		
Greenwich Library 				
		
TUESDAYS 4 - 4:45 PM
January 15, March 19
Greenwich Library, 101 W. Putnam Avenue
Drop in for classic PJ Library stories and crafts with our special
guest readers. Enjoy creative quality time with your children and
friends. Best for ages 5 and under and siblings are always welcome.
Chaired by Erika Brunwasser and Rita Teichner

JBabies and Toddlers on the Town
TUESDAYS 9:30 - 10:30 AM
Tuesday, January 8
Temple Sholom
300 E. Putnam Ave.

Tuesday, April 9
Hebrew Wizards
118 River Road

Tuesday, May 7
Chabad of Greenwich
75 Mason Street

Never too young for a UJA-JCC excursion! Explore the diverse
local Jewish community. See what’s unique and special about
our community resources and enjoy playdates, activities,
music and enrichment while making new friends around
town. For children up to 24 months and their parents.
Chaired by Rebecca Cooper
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Explore | Connect | Transform

Lights, Water, Uganda!
JULY 1-8, 2019
Travel to Uganda with UJA-JCC Greenwich
and our partner Innovation: Africa, a nonprofit organization that brings Israeli solar
and water technologies to remote African
villages.
We will go to rural villages of Uganda to
see prospective project sites, and we’ll see,
first-hand, the impact Israeli innovation
has on schools, orphanages, medical clinics
and water projects powered through solar
energy right when it “goes live.”
Enjoy a visit with Uganda’s Jewish
community in Putti Village and
celebrate Kabbalat Shabbat together.
Accommodations include the Protea Hotel
in Entebbe and the Mbale Resort.
$5,500 per person double occupancy
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS TRAVEL EXPERIENCE, EMAIL PAM@UJAJCC.ORG

