Fall 2018

UJA-JCC Greenwich is Your
Center For Jewish
Community, Culture
Caring

&

Together we help Jewish communities, bringing
cultural events and shared experiences to
Greenwich, while caring for those in need here,
in Israel and around the world. All of this is
made possible by the generous support of
people like you.
We look forward to you and your family being a
part of this important work and helping us grow.
The impact of your support is felt by thousands
of individuals and communities locally and
throughout the world.

Shana Tova!
Wishing you a SWEET
HEALTHY New Year.
One Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich, CT 06830
203.552.1818 | ujajcc.org
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Private
Art Tour at
Ghiora Aharoni
Design Studio

Volunteer From Home:

Israel
Connect

With Ghiora Aharoni

Provide disadvantaged Israeli
youth with an unmatched academic
advantage!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
10 am | 276 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1100, New York, NY
$54 per person

THE CENTER FOR
JEWISH COMMUNITY,
Visit the New York studio of Israeli-born
CULTURE
& CARING
Ghiora Aharoni and explore
the dualities that
connect and distinguish his art, architecture and
design. A graduate of Yale University, Aharoni
recontextualizes traditional objects, symbols and
scriptures -- from cultural artifacts to sacred texts -and invites the viewer to reconsider their meaning.
His work is in the permanent collection of The
Pompidou Center in Paris as well as in private
collections in the U.S., Europe, Canada and India.

An opportunity for you to volunteer from
home AND connect with Israel at the
same time! Israel Connect is a mentor
program that pairs an English-speaking
adult with a teen in Israel who needs extra
help in learning English. Knowledge of
English is often the difference between
getting a job and getting a GREAT job. It’s
often the difference between what you can
learn in college, and, even IF you can go to
college.
Commit 30 minutes a week, on a day of
your choice (Sunday through Thursday),
from home. Volunteers receive a complete
curriculum, a teacher training program
and a video conferencing platform. No
teaching experience is
required. A coordinator
and support team
are available for
troubleshooting, and
substitute teachers can be
arranged, in advance.
In order to make this innovative program
possible, volunteers contribute $400 each
year, with matching funds donated from the
Israel Ministry of Education.
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Preparing
Children for
Community
Service

& How to Talk With Them About
Difficult Subjects

The
Kindness
Advantage

With Co-authors
Dale Atkins, Ph.D. and
Amanda Salzhauer, MSW
THURSDAY, SEPT 27

Marcia Ciriello

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10
Wednesday, October 10 | 7:30 pm | One Holly Hill Lane
$18 suggested donation
Help prepare your children for big-hearted community
service by talking with them in advance about the
uncomfortable realities of life. Join Certified School
Counselor, Erika Brunwasser, for tips on how to discuss
topics like homelessness, hunger,
infirmity and elders in age-appropriate
language and concepts. Also explore
the Jewish perspective of service
with Pam Ehrenkranz. Whether your
children are PJ Library Pre-K or grade
schoolers, you’ll be prepared for those
important conversations with your kids.
Invite a friend!
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7:30 pm | Weber Fine Art, 12 Havemeyer Pl
$54 per person
Connection and social engagement are keys
to successful, fulfilling lives and yet we have
never been as disconnected. Two leading
relationship experts discuss how to empower
children to make a difference in the world and
form “kindness habits” that will last a lifetime.
Join us for a ladies’ night out to glean ideas
about how our kids
can make the world
a kinder place. Dr.
Atkins is a celebrated
psychologist, author
and frequent guest on
NBC’s TODAY and
CNN. Ms. Salzhauer,
MSW, has worked in
private practice and at
the NYU Child Study
Center in NYC.

Author Series

$25 per session, $100 for the series

Promised Land | With Author Martin Fletcher

Thursday, October 18 | 7:30 pm | Greenwich Arts Council, 299 Greenwich Ave
From NBC’s legendary former bureau chief in Tel Aviv comes a sweeping novel of Israel’s
tumultuous early years, told through the eyes of two German Jewish brothers. Fletcher has
won almost every award in TV journalism, including the duPont-Columbia University Award,
five Overseas Press Club awards, the Edward R. Murrow award for excellence and five Emmys.

The Weight of Ink | With Author Rachel Kadish
Wednesday, November 28 | 10 am | YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Ave
Set in London in the 1660s and early 21st century, this historical mystery interweaves the tales
of two remarkable women: an emigrant from Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind
rabbi just before the plague hits; and an ailing historian with a love of Jewish history. The
Weight of Ink is the recipient of the 2017 National Jewish Book Award.

The Lost Family | With Author Jenna Blum
Tuesday, January 29 | 10 am | YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Ave
The bestselling author of Those Who Save Us paints a vivid portrait of marriage, family and
WWII grief in this emotionally charged novel spanning a generation, from the 1960s to the
1980s.

Rush | With Author Stephen Fried
Tuesday, February 26 | 7:30 pm | YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Ave
Benjamin Rush -- Surgeon General of the Continental Army, signatory of the Declaration of
Independence and Jefferson’s pick as medical advisor to the Lewis and Clark Expedition -- is
also hailed as the father of American psychiatry for his pioneering work with the mentally ill.
Dr. Rush was also a visionary political thinker whose voice is ever more relevant today. New
York Times bestselling author and award-winning journalist Stephen Fried resurrects the most
significant Founding Father you’ve never heard of and duly inducts him into the pantheon of
great leaders.

War Widow | With Author Ziva Bakman Flamhaft
Wednesday, May 8 | 10 am | YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Ave
Mark Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s Memorial Day, with Ziva Bakman Flamhart. In her gripping
memoir, Flamhaft brings home the pain of the Six-Day War, honoring the voices of individuals
whose lives echoed that strife. She recalls the dual traumas of losing her husband and baby,
but also her activism on behalf of other childless widows and how she found the strength
to carry on. Don’t miss this inspiring story of resilience, self-empowerment and the healing
power of helping others.
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Adult Jewish Learning
Tapestry

An Evening of Adult Jewish
Learning
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10

Tales of Sibling
Rivalry, Rape
and Seduction
A Text Study of Genesis
With Pam Ehrenkranz
Learning

THURSDAYS | 9:45 - 11 AM
9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25
One Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich
5 sessions, $175
6:30 pm | 1035 Newfield Ave, Stamford
$25 in advance, $36 at the door
$180 sponsorship includes priority choice for
sessions and reserved seating at reception
Choose from an array of speakers like the author
of Jewish Comedy, Jeremy Dauber, and our
own Jane Weitzman at this evening of Jewish
learning. More information and listing of all
sessions is available online.
Dessert reception included.

Rhythms and
Purposes of
Jewish Living

The Melton School
of Adult Jewish Learning
With Jonathan Fass & Bob Abrams

Sessions are limited in size and filled on a
first-come, first-served basis.
Presented by the United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien and UJA-JCC
Greenwich. Co-sponsored by the Stamford Jewish
Community Center.
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TUESDAYS | 7 - 9 PM
Beginning October 9
UJF of Stamford, 1035 Newfield Ave, Stamford
20 sessions, $745
Co-sponsored with

Women’s Philanthropy Fall Brunch
With Guest Speaker Chloe Valdary
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
9:30 am | Milbrook Club, 61 Woodside Drive
$118 per person couvert, $180 to sponsor
$500 minimum pledge in 2018 to UJA-JCC Greenwich
Join the gathering of intergenerational women who enhance local
Jewish life and community and help celebrate the service of longstanding Women’s Philanthropy VPs: Debbie Daum, Dina Klein Lunder and Yael Rosen. Meet keynote speaker
Chloe Valdary, writer, activist, and thought-leader serving currently as Director of Partnerships and Outreach
for Jerusalem U, a film-based education program about Israel. You’ll be amazed to learn why this Israel
advocate raised in a Christian home was voted one of Algemeiner’s top 100 people positively affecting Jewish
life today. She is widely published in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Jerusalem Post and is a
compelling voice on college campuses where she engages students with new perspectives on Israel.
Event Co-Chairs: Madeline Simon & Carolyn Surgent

Ten Commandments for
Tax-Wise Giving

With Ruth Moskowitz & Amy Wilfert • Opening Remarks by Jane Weitzman
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH

7:30 pm | One Holly Hill Lane

Mum’s the word when it comes to financial matters -- but can we talk about giving? Whether you are just getting
started or a seasoned philanthropist, this interactive session will explore how to set priorities and implement
tax-advantaged strategies for charitable giving and offer insights about why Jewish charities matter.
Ruth Moskowitz is counsel in Day Pitney’s Individual Clients department. Her practice focuses
on estate planning (including gift, estate and generation-skipping transfer tax planning), trust
and estate administration, and charitable giving.
Jane Weitzman is a noted philanthropist whose dedication to worthy causes spans the breadth
from ovarian cancer to inner-city schools. She is president of the Jewish Book Council and is a
vice president of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, where she is chairman of
the Archives Committee. She is on the Board and executive committees of 70 Faces Media and
the UJA-JCC of Greenwich, the Board of the Greenwich Breast Cancer Alliance and serves on
the Chairman’s Council of Boston Children’s Hospital.
Amy Wilfert is the managing partner of Day Pitney’s Greenwich office, where she helps high
net worth individuals and families achieve their objectives in the most simple and tax-efficient
manner possible. She has served on the boards of the YWCA of Greenwich, the United Way of
Greenwich and the Estate Planning Council for Lower Fairfield County.
This event is generously sponsored by Joui Hessel & Jimmy Hexter, Kim & Marty Sands and
The Toback Family Trust
Event Chairs: Joui Hessel, Kim Sands and Christine Toback
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Upcoming Viewings

Davis Film Festival

Wednesday, January 16
Wednesday, February 6
Wednesday, April 3
Wednesday, May 1*
Wednesdays, 7 pm

Wednesday, June 12

Bow Tie Cinema, 2 Railroad Avenue, Greenwich
* Special time and
location details
to come

$15 per film, $110 for the season

Love, Gilda
October 3

Don’t miss this intimate portrait of the beloved Saturday Night
Live cast members, featuring readings from her diaries and candid
interviews with Chevy Chase, Bill Hader and Amy Poehler, among
others.
Presented in partnership with Gilda’s Club Westchester.
Lisa D’Apolito / Documentary / USA / 86 min.

Shelter
October 24

Two women -- a Mossad agent and a Lebanese informer -- find
themselves trapped in a labyrinth of deception, paranoia and
intrigue, in this espionage neo-noir.
Eran Riklis / Thriller / Israel / 93 min.

Scaffolding								
November 7

A troubled student is challenged by his literature teacher, who aims
to open his narrow worldview to other possibilities.
Matan Yair /Drama / Israel / 90 min.

Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas
December 5

Did you know that Jewish songwriters wrote the soundtrack to
Christianity’s most musical holiday? Let the movie entertain you
with harmony by immigrant outsiders from Irving Berlin to Mel
Tormé.
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Larry Weinstein / Documentary / Canada / 52 min.

Town Hall

How Religion, Rescue & Repair
Create a Community of
Culture & Caring
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12
7:30 pm | Greenwich Arts Council, 299 Greenwich Ave
Ever seen a
? Join us for these three fast-paced performances. Our
TED-style evening will highlight the stories, dreams and interests of the
community. Help us vote in the 2019 leadership and celebrate our impact at this
UJA-JCC Annual Meeting.

God Is in the Crowd: Twenty-first
Century Judaism
Tal Keinan
Hear a bold proposal for discovering relevance in Judaism
and ensuring its survival, from a pioneering social activist,
business leader and fighter pilot in the Israeli Air Force.

The Opposite of Hate: A Field Guide to
Repairing Our Humanity
Sally Kohn
In an era of mounting incivility and hate, popular CNN
commentator Sally Kohn sets out to discover why we hate and
how we can inoculate ourselves.

Rescue Board: The Untold Story of
America’s Efforts to Save the Jews
of Europe
Rebecca Erbelding
In 1944, F.D.R. created the War Refugee Board to help save
European Jews. After sifting through some 19,000 documents,
an archivist, curator and historian at the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum tells the remarkable story.
This event is free and open to all donors of
$18 or more in 2018.
Dessert and Coffee will be served
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Lunch & Learn

A weekly program, every Thursday from 12:30 - 1:30 pm at One Holly Hill Lane.
The Lunch & Learn program is generously sponsored by Rita Edelston.

SEPTEMBER 6

What Was Moses’ Concern
for the Future of Israel?
Job Jindo, PhD
We’ll scour the Book of Deuteronomy for answers.
SEPTEMBER 13

Heroes and Villains of the Bible
Rabbi Lewis Warshauer
Take a virtual tour of some of the world’s great art works and gain
insights into key biblical characters.
SEPTEMBER 20

Etrog: How a Chinese Fruit
Became a Jewish Symbol
David Moster
Trace this lemon-like fruit from its home in Yunnan, China, to the
lands of India, Iran and finally Israel, where it became integral to the
celebration of Sukkot during the Second Temple period.
SEPTEMBER 27

Sukkot Secrets
Chaim Lauer
On Rosh Hashanah we pray. On Yom Kippur we fast. On Sukkot we sit
in a flimsy hut. How do these fit together?
OCTOBER 4

Why Start the Torah in the Beginning?
Rabbi Elisha Paul
Explore the deeper meaning of what the Torah teaches us with
creation as the point of departure instead of a later point in history.
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Register at ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818
NOVEMBER 15

Talmudic Values that Challenge
Us Today
OCTOBER 11

Noah and Those Horrid, Wicked
People
Yael Unterman
The score is Noah zero, Abraham one -- so how we
can learn to be more like Abraham?

Rabbi Eric Hoffman
NOVEMBER 22

No session -- Thanksgiving
NOVEMBER 29

OCTOBER 18

The Book of Joe:
Words to Teach Your Children

Rabbi Greg Wall
Abraham, Sarah, the Revolution and the Big
Paradigm Shift.

Rabbi Irwin Huberman
Rabbi Huberman shares the core teachings of the
biography he is currently writing about the late
Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz.

Taking A Chance on Love

DECEMBER 6

A Rabbi Walks Into a Bar...
Chaim Lauer
An analysis of the nature, types and roles of humor
in Jewish life.
OCTOBER 25

Fritz Haber: The German Jewish
Scientist Who Invented Zyklon-B
Michael Feldstein
He won a Nobel Prize and saved millions of lives...
but his research was also responsible for countless
deaths. The sad story of a brilliant but troubled
scientist and the struggle between good and evil.
NOVEMBER 1

“The Eternal Thou”
Rabba Dr. Carmella Abraham
Finding G-d in the spaces between us.
NOVEMBER 8

Wrestling with Faith
Rabbi Yossi Deren
Appreciating the emphasis that Judaism places on
the human struggles with G-d.

DECEMBER 13

A Page From: Written & Oral Law
Rabbi Moshe Edelman
Follow a verse in the Torah from the paragraph
of the Shema through the Mishna, Gemara and
Shulchan Aruch to our understanding and modern
usage.
DECEMBER 20

The Kabbalah of Fashion
Rabbi Menachem Feldman
Explore the mystical meaning of garments in the
stories of the Bible.
DECEMBER 27

The Afterlife
Marty Flashner
What happens when you finish your retirement?
What does Judaism say about the afterlife?
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PJ Library Back Together
Family Picnic
With Special Guest Ethan Berlin
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 | 3 - 5 PM
At a private home, address provided with RSVP
$18 per family suggested donation to support PJ
Library subscriptions in our community.
Welcome newcomers and gather with friends at this
fun-filled post-summer reunion with featured special
guest children’s book author and silly storyteller, Ethan
Berlin. Remember Itsy-Bitsy Spider? Now we’ll track the
adventures of a fellow creepy crawler who’s a little—no—a
lot bigger!

PJ Library Dreidel Ball
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 | 12 - 2 PM
Carmel Academy, 270 Lake Ave
$250 Sponsorship | $25 per person, $100 for family of 4+ in advance,
$36 per person, $144 for family of 4+ at the door
The PREMIERE Hanukkah Party in Greenwich! Lunch & Latkes,
DJ Adam, mitzvah project, dance floor games and more!
Chaired by Rebecca Cooper, Stephanie Esquenazi and
Hillary Rosenthal
Committee in formation: Erika Brunwasser, Marissa Cohen,
Romy Cohen, Jill Derikrava, Natalie Landres, Jordan Sanders and
Jennifer Zigler
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PJ Library Storytime at 		
Greenwich Library 				
		
TUESDAYS 4 - 4:45 PM

November 20, December 18, January 15, March 19
Greenwich Library, 101 W. Putnam Ave
Drop in for classic PJ Library stories and crafts with our special
guest readers. Enjoy creative, quality time with your children and
friends. Best for ages 3-5 and siblings are always welcome.
Chaired by Erika Brunwasser and Rita Teichner

JBabies and Tots on the Town
TUESDAYS 9:30-10:30 AM
Tuesday, October 9
Tuesday, January 8
Greenwich Reform
Temple Sholom,
Synagogue,			 300 E Putnam Ave
92 Orchard St

Tuesday, April 9
Hebrew Wizards,
118 River Road

Never too young for a UJA-JCC Excursion! Explore the diverse
local Jewish community. See what’s unique and special about
our community resources and enjoy playdates, activities,
music and enrichment while making new friends
around town. For children up to 24 months and their
parents.
Chaired by Rebecca Cooper

Tuesday, May 7
Chabad of Greenwich,
75 Mason Street

JTAC Meetings
September 16
October 14

JTAC-Teen Action
Committee
Sundays 5:30 - 7 pm

November 11

One Holly Hill Lane
$12 per meeting includes dinner
$160 for the year includes
all meetings and projects

January 13
February 3
March 3
May 19

Teen-led activities and community service projects for
middle and high school students. Sunday evening meetings
include dinner, discussions and projects

Getting to 10,000+							
Sunday, October 21 | 9:30 am - 2:30 pm | Stop and Shop, 161 W. Putnam Ave

Wednesday, December 12 | 7 - 9 pm | Greenwich Arts Council, 299 Greenwich Ave
With the help of the Outreach Program, JTAC has set a goal to pack 10,000 meals
for local food pantries. Each of these meals costs 25 cents. Come help JTAC reach
our goal by raising money and awareness for this effort at Stop & Shop and the UJAJCC Town Hall Meeting.

Elect to Serve									
Tuesday, November 6 | 9:30 am - 12:00 pm | $25

Come meet other volunteers, celebrate the spirit of tikkun olam and have fun as
you make your mark helping to serve those in need. We’re partnering with local
organizations on projects ranging from soup jars to card making. You can be a part
of it by joining our community service day!

Hanukkah Helpers

Sunday, December 9 | 12 - 2 pm | Carmel Academy, 270 Lake Ave
Volunteer at our annual children’s Hanukkah party, the Dreidel Ball. Help the DJ
keep the party going with activities, games, mitzvah projects and more.

Midnight Run										
Date TBD by Midnight Run | 8 pm | Meet at One Holly Hill Lane, return at 1 am | $36

Make a difference, face to face, by serving homeless men and women in NYC. Must
RSVP in advance to have a seat in the vans.

The Packing Project 10,000+					
Sunday, March 31 | 3 - 5 pm | Carmel Academy, 270 Lake Ave | $36
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With the help of the Outreach Program, JTAC has the goal of packing 10,000 meals
for local food pantries. You can be a part of this huge effort! Donate any amount of
money to reach our target of $2,500 for the ingredients needed for the 10,000 meals
-- only 25 cents each. Sign up to help pack all 10,000 meals in a matter of hours.
Friends and family of all ages welcome to attend.

Community Service
for Kids and Families
Apple Picking for the Pantry
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 | 1:30 - 3 PM
Stuart’s Farm, 62 Granite Springs Road, Granite Springs, NY
(Only 30-minute drive) | $36 per family includes bags to pick
apples to donate to local food pantries
How many apples can your family pick? Help gather them for
local food pantries serving our region. Teach your kids about
hunger and empower them to give the fruits of their labor to
others. Everyone will get to take some apples home, too!
Social Action Committee: Alona Altman , Romy Cohen, Stephanie
Esquenazi, Jamie Kesmodel and Jessica Rickert

Elect to Serve
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 | 10 - 11:30 AM
One Holly Hill Lane | $25 in advance, $36 at the door
For elementary school-age kids.
Come meet other volunteers, celebrate the spirit of
tikkun olam and have fun as you make your mark
helping to serve those in need. We’re partnering with
local organizations on projects ranging from soup jars
to card making. You can be a part of it by joining our
community service day!
This is a drop-off program best for kids in elementary school.
All kids will need to have a current emergency form on file to
participate.

Preparing Your
Children for
Community Service
A evening conversation
for parents
Wednesday, October 10
For more info see the event on pg 4

Save these dates for
service projects this year
PJ Library Visits
Our Elders,
Sunday, February 24
The Packing Project
Sunday, March 31
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Explore | Connect | Transform

ISRAEL IN DEPTH
FEBRUARY 12-20, 2019
Learn with teachers from renowned institutions,
explore off-the-beaten-path sites, visit new
museums and have interactive experiences. Your
incredible journey will include a one-night stay at
the luxurious Beresheet Hotel & Spa in Mitzpeh
Ramon.
• Experiential and text study such as Does Judaism
believe in witchcraft?
• An inside look at Israel’s security, social justice
and scientific innovation
• Educational sightseeing

LIGHTS, WATER, ACTION:
UGANDA!
JULY 2019
Travel to Uganda with UJA-JCC Greenwich and our
partner, Innovation: Africa, a non-profit organization
that brings Israeli solar and water technologies to
remote African villages.
We will go to rural villages of Uganda to see
prospective project sites, and we’ll see, first-hand, the
impact Israeli innovation has on schools, orphanages,
medical clinics and water projects powered through
solar energy right when it “goes live”.
Enjoy a visit with Uganda’s Jewish community in
Putti Village and celebrate Kabbalat Shabbat together.
Accommodations include the Protea Hotel, in Entebbe,
and the Mbale Resort.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE TRAVEL EXPERIENCES EMAIL PAM@UJAJCC.ORG

